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PREFACK 



The present Abridgement of New Testament His- 
tory, and the companion volume on the Old Tes- 
tament period, are specially intended for popular use 
in schools and families, though every eifort has also 
been made to meet the wants of the general reader. 
The Analyses and Summaries of Old and New Tes- 
tament History,* were chiefly compiled for the use 
of colleges, for theological students, and for the 
higher classes in our public educational institutions ; 
and they were therefore in many respects written 
expressly to meet the requirements of a university 
examination. Since then the author has received 
repeated communications from various quarters 
suggesting the publication of abridgements on a 
more popular plan, and which should be fitted for 
more universal purposes. This desigu he has en- 
deavoured to carry out in the present volumes ; 

* An Analysis and Summary of Old Testament History and 
the Laws of Moses, by J. Talboys Wheeler, fourth edition, 
post 8vo, and An Analysis and Summary of New Testament 
History, by the same author, second edition, post Svo, are pub- 
lished in London by Messrs. Arthur Hall, Virtue, and Ck)., Pa- 
ternoster Row. Price bs. Qd. each. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE PROVINCE. 



Overthrow of the Persian empire by b.c. 430~ 
Alexander the Great. — ^Afler the Baby- ^^' 
Ionian captivity Palestine formed only a section of one 
of the many provinces of the great Persian empire. 
The Jews at first were settled in the city of Jerusalem 
and its immediate neighbourhood, but gradually spread 
over the country as they increased in numbers. After 
the death of Nehemiah they were governed by their 
high priest, who was however subject to the satrap or 
h^d of the province ; and they paid a yearly tribute 
to the Persian kings. On the north were tneir ene- 
mies and rivals, the Samaritans ; on the south were 
the Idumaeans, an Arabian race, known by the name 
of Nabatsan Arabs, who had spread from the old ter- 
ritory of Edom into the southern districts of Judaea* 
Dunng the century which followed the administration 
of Nehemiah, the satrap of the province seems to have 
sometimes interfered in the appointment of the high 
priest, and on one occasion two brothers, who were 
both claimants for the office, quarrelled in the temple, 
and one slew the other. Of the general history of the 
period however nothing is known, but meantime great 

B 



2 THE PROVINCE. B. C. 330— 202. 

events were occurring in the history of the world. 
The grand and comprehensive prophecies of Ezekiel 
and Daniel were beginning to be fulfilled, and their 
visions of imperial dynasties and universal empires 
were coming realities. Greece had been torn in pieces 
by that great internal struggle known as the Pelopon- 
nesian war, and was at last compelled to submit to the 
supremacy of Macedon. Alexander the Great ascended 
the throne of Macedonia at the age of 20. His con- 
quests have excited the wonder of all ages. At the 
age of 26 he had overthrown the vast Persian empire 
and penetrated India. The Jews of course quickly 
submitted, and a story is preserved of his having visited 
Jerusalem, where the high priest showed him the pro- 
phecies of Daniel foretelling his victories. 
B. c. 330— Egyptian supremacy : the Ptolemies. 
202. — -Qyii though Alexander conquered the civil- 
ized world, yet he could not conquer himself. His 
genius conceived vast projects. Success seemed ever 
to attend his steps. But he lacked self-control ; and 
at the early age of 33 was carried off in a drunken 
fever. His death was followed by disputes between 
his generals, who divided his empire amongst them- 
selves. Palestine became the theatre of war, and fre- 
quently the prize of the contest. After twenty years 
only four generals remained, and the great Macedonian 
Empire was then divided into four Kingdoms, which 
were established by permanent treaty, b. c. 300. Pales- 
tine fell to Ptolemy Lagus, king or Egypt, and con- 
tinued under his successors, who were also called 
Ptolemies for a whole^entury. Ptolemy Lagus trans- 
planted a multitude of Jews to Alexandria, where he 
treated them kindly and granted them civic rights and 
privileges. Here they increased in wealth and num- 
bers, and had a splendid synagogue and government 
of their own. During this period the Jews in Pales- 
tine were still ffovemed by their high priests, but paid 
tribute to the kings of Egypt, as they had previously 
done to the Persian satraps of Syria. 
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Syrian suprexnaicy : the Seleucidss. — b. c. 20s— 3 
On the north of the kingdom of the Ptolemies ^^' 
•was the great S3rrian kingdom, "which in the division 
already mentioned had fallen to the share of Seleucus, 
and from him the kines of Syria were called the Seleu- 
cidse in the same way that the kings of Egypt were called 
the Ptolemies. At length a war broke out between 
Syria and Egypt. Ant\ochus the Great was on the 
throne of Syria, and the Jews tendered him their sub- 
mission, and transferred to him and his successors the 
yearly tribute which they had paid during the pre- 
vious century to the Ptolemies. Thirty years after- 
wards the Jews revolted under the Maccabees, but 
before relating the stirring events of this successful 
revolution, it will be necessary to review the internal 
state of the Jewish nation. 

Religious state of the Jews : institution and 4 
influence of synagogues. — The Babylonian cap- 
tivity appears to have purified the Jews from the foul 
stain of idolatry. The schools of the prophets, which 
in the days of the old Hebrew monarchies had exer- 
cised such a beneficial influence upon the people, were 
now to some extent replaced by the synagogues. During 
the captivity, the Jews had been accustomed to collect 
round some prophet or pious man to hear him read 
from the sacred books, and receive his instructions and 
exhortations. These assemblies were afterwards con- 
ducted by authorized ministers, according to an estab- 
lished order. Wherever there were ten learned men, 
a synagogue was formed. One of these ten was the 
public minister or ruler ; three decided differences be- 
tween the members ; others took care of the poor ; and 
the remainder of the ten were probably readers, teach- 
ers, or interpreters of the law. These synagogues seem 
to have multiplied very rapidly. The services con- 
sisted of three things, namely, pravers, according to 
a prescribed litur^; reading of the Scriptures, in- 
cluding the law and the prophets ; and lastly, the ex- 
pounding of the Scriptures and preaching to the people. 
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Schools were generally in connexion with these 83ma- 
^ogues or assemblies, in which not only youth were 
instructed, but the traditions of the law were taught 
to older students, and grave questions were argued and 
expounded by the learned heads of the institution. At 
first the synagogues were held in the c^n air, and indeed 
we have no account of synagoe^e buildings before the 
time of the Maccabees. But that God who dwells not 
in a temple made with hands, was pleased to bless these 
efforts to increase the knowle^e of his word. The 
national sacrifices and ceremonies were performed at 
Jerusalem, in accordance with the Mosaic law, amidst 
the increased piety and veneration of the assembled 
multitudes. Wherever the Jews went they instituted 
their syn^zogues, and thus not onlv was their own 
country efi^ctuallv preserved from idolatry, but they 
carried the knowledra of Jehovah into forei^ lands, 
and espedally into £^pt, Babylon, and Persia. 

The great synagogue : its arrangement of the 
Scriptures, etc. — One important assembly or synod 
amongst the Jews after the return from the exile was 
said to be established by Ezra, and was called, by way 
of distinction, the Great Syna^gue. It consisted of 
120 members under the presidentship of Ezra, ap- 
pointed to establish and reform the temple services. 
Above all, the assembly appear to have assisted Ezra 
in restoring both the law and the Scriptures to their 
integrity, separating the false from the true, and re- 
moving the corruptions or mistakes of copyists.* Thia 
council seems to have continued to sit i^r Ezra*s 
death ; and Simon the Just, who is said to have been 
the last of its members, did not die before the time of 
the Ptolemies. Not many years afterwards, the Old 
Testament Scriptures were translated into Greek by 

* The entire Scriptures, which we call the Old Testament, 
was written on 24 rolls of parchment or prepared skins. 
"Each, roll Consisted of a broad strip, rery long, and having a 
stick or stave at each end, so that the reader rolled up one 
end and unrolled the other as fast as he read. 
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the Jews at the city of Alexandria in Egypt. This 
translation was called the Septuaffint, from a tradition 
that it was executed hy seventy elders in seventy-two 
days. 

idolatry introduced by AntiochusEpi- ^ ^ ^^q 6 
phanes : persecution of the Jewa. — To 
return to the political history. Palestine had tendered 
its submission to Antiochus the Great, king of Svria, 
about 200 R. c. Twenty-fiye years afterwards, Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes, son of the other, ascended the throne. 
He desired to make his whole kingdom worship the 
gods of Greece. He transferred the high priesthood 
to a man named Jason, who promised to send a larger 
yearly tribute. Jason built a Greek gymnasium, or 
amphitheatre, at Jerusalem, established idolatrous 
eames, and endeavoured to induce the peoi)le to adopt 
heathen customs. But at length he in his turn was 
supplanted by his younger brother Menelaus, who 
offered to pay still larger tribute. Meantime fresh 
wars broke out between Syria and E^pt. Jason 
nused an army and attemptal to re-establish himself in 
the high priesthood by force. Antiochus thought that 
the whole Jewish nati(m had revolted. He unmedi- 
ately marched to Jerusalem, and in three days slew 
40,000 of the inhabitants, and sold as many more into 
slavery. Jason fled into exile; Menelaus was rein- 
stated in the high priesthood ; whilst Antiochus plun- 
dered the city and temple ; and having sacrificed a sow 
upon the altar, and even entered the Holy of Holies, 
returned to Syria loaded with treasure. From this 
time Antiochus held the religion of the Jews in espe- 
cial abhorrence. He issued a decree commanding nis 
whole empire to worship Greek gods. He despatched 
one of his generals to plunder Jerusalem a second time, 
and to massacre the people. He sent an old man 
named Atheneus to instruct the Jews in the Greek 
religion, and compel them to celebrate its rites. The 
flames of persecution i^read throughout the country. 
In every district the keeping of toe sabbath and all 
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other observances of the Jewish law were punished by 
death. Copies of the sacred books were destroyed, 
groves were planted, and idolatrous altars were built 
in every city, and the citizens were compelled to sacri- 
fice to Jupiter, to eat swine's flesh, and keep the feast 
of Bacchus. Many Jews submitted from fear, and 
others from attachment to Greek customs, yet others 
submitted to all the tortures of this horrible and 
bloody persecution, rather than renounce the God of 
their fathers. 

7 Revolt under Matthias. — To all human view the 
Jewish nation and the worship of Jehovah seemed to 
be now on the eve of extermination. The people were 
in despair, but deliyerance was at hand. In the town 
of Modin, near the sea, lived the priest Matthias and 
his five sons. When the Syrian officers came to Modin 
to enforce the execution of the idolatrous decree, they 
offered Matthias large bribes, if he would set an exam- 
ple of obedience by being the first to sacrifice at the 
heathen altar. Matthias not only refused, but cried 
with a loud voice, that though ail others might fall 
away from the true God, yet he and his sons would 
live and die in the faith of their fathers. Scarcely had 
he spoken when a Jew came forward to sacrifice. The 

fious indignation of Matthias was now uncontrollable, 
n a transport of zeal he slew the apostate, killed 
the royal officer, and pulled down the altar, and then 
called unon all who were zealous for the law to follow 
him to the wilderness of Judaea. Here, in the moun- 
tains and caves, his party found a secure refuge, and 
rapidly increased in numbers. He soon emerged from 
his concealment, demolished the idolatrous altars 
throughout the country, and slew the apostate Jews, 
but died in the midst of his expedition, and appointed 
his third son, Judas, sumamed Maccabeus, or ^^the 
hammerer,*' to be military leader, and his second son, 
Simon, to be counsellor to his brother. 

8 s. c. 166-^ War of liberation : under Judas Mac- 

161. cabeus. — Judas was brave and energetic, 
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and admirably fitted for militaiy command. The spirit 
of the nation was aroused, and his party ivas rapidly 
increasing. He accordingly organized a deliberate 
scheme of resistance,* and divided his army under cap- 
tains and inferior officers. His first object was to ac- 
custom his volunteer forces to meet the trained regulars 
of S3nria, and to overcome the enemy's armies in de- 
tail. Accordingly in the first two years he defeated 
the Syrian generals in four successive engagements, 
and thus deterred the king from an immediate renewal 
of the contest. He next led his army to Jerusalem, 
for the pun>ose of cleansing and purifying the temple 
on Mount Moriah from the profanations of Antiochus ; 
and this purification was afterwards commemorated by 
an annual feast, called the feast of dedication, whicn 
commenced on the 2dth of December. The small bor- 
dering states, such as the Phoenicians, Ammonites, 
Idumseans, and others, were now jealous of the suc- 
cesses of the Jews. They marched into the northern 
district of Galilee, and the eastern district of Perea, 
but were quickly subdued by the forces of Judas.f 
Meantime Antiochus died of an agonizing disease, and 
was succeeded by his youthful son, under the guardian* 
ship of Lysias the general and minister. This Lysias 
was defeated by Judas, but at last determined to as- 
semble such a force as should effectually crush the 
Jewish nation. Accordingly, he entered Judsea with 
an enormous army of infantry, cavalry, and elephants, 
together, with war chariots armed with hooks. The 
elephants excited the utmost terror and astonishment. 
Each of these formidable animals bore a castle on its 
back filled with armed men, and was able to trample 

* It will be readily seen that the* Jewish state had no 
altematiye between rebellion against the kings of Syria and 
rebellion against their God. At first, however, they con- 
tinued to pay their yearly taxes, and fought not for political 
independence, but for freedom to worship Jehovah. 

t ralestine was divided into four districts, — Galilee, Sa- 
maria, and Judaea west of the Jordan, and Persia on the east 
of the river. 
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down whole tanks of troops. All the soldiers were 
clad in radiant armour, and when the sun shone on the 
shields of gold and brass they glistened on the moun- 
tains like lamps of fire. But Judas advanced against 
this overwhelming array with dauntless courage and 
untiring energy. He and his small force performed 
prodigies of valour. His brother Eleazar, seeing one 
of the elephants armed with royal harness, supposed 
that the king himself was on its back. Accordingly, 
lie cut his way through the enemy's ranks, and rush- 
ing under the animal, he stabbed it in the belly, and 
was of course crushed to death by its fall. Judas 
however was obliged to retreat to Jerusalem and stand 
a siege ; but here the fortifications resisted all assaults 
from the enemy. The Syrian army began to suffer 
from want of provisions, and their presence was re- 
quired at home. At last Lysias was compelled to come 
to terms, and he guaranteed to the Jews, upon their 
admitting him into their city, the free exercise of their 
religion, and he made Judas governor of Judaea under 
the king of Syria. Meantime a new king ascended 
the throne of Syria, and appointed Alcimus to the 
high priesthood, for it must be remembered that Judas 
Maccabeus was simply governor and commander-in- 
chief. A Syrian general was also sent to support 
Alcimus, who was profligate, idolatrous, and cruel. 
The zealots for the law could not resist the title of 
high priest, and Jerusalem submitted ; but no sooner 
had Syria withdrawn her troops, than Judas again 
took up arms, and Alcimus was forced to fly. The 
king of Syria sent another general with another army, 
which was twice defeated by Judas. After these vic- 
tories, Judas endeavoured to form an alliance with the 
Roman senate, but before the treaty could be con- 
cluded, his glorious career was terminated. The whole 
forces of Syria entered Palestine, and Judas could only 
oppose them with a band of 3000 men, all of whom, 
with the exception of 800, fled at the approach of the 
enemy. But the intrepid leader scorned to fly, and 
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with this handful of men he boldly engaged the over- 
whelming array. By the impetuosity of his charge he 
routed the enemy^s right wing, but the left remained 
entire, and being overpowered by numbers, he fell on 
the field of battle. And all Israel mourned many days, 
saying, ** How is the valiant man fallen, that delivered 
Israel!" 

Establishment of the independent b. c. 161— 9 
kizijg^dom of Maccabees. — Tbe high priest ^*^' 
Aldmus once more returned to power. All the mem- 
bers of the family of Maccabees that could be found 
were tortured and executed. Meantime however the 
people chose Jonathan tbe brother of Judas for their 
leader, and he and another brother, Simon, retired to a 
strong position on the banks of the Jordan. From 
this spot they kept up a series of harassing and desultory 
attacks upon tbe Syrian army. After two years, Al- 
cimus died. At last tbe Syrians concluded a peace with 
Jonathan, who thereupon settled in the neighbourhood 
of Jerusalem in the capacity of chief magistrate of tbe 
state. Meantime a celebrated impostor, named Alex- 
ander Balas, overthrew the reigning monarch of Svria 
and seized the throne. A civil war ensued. Each 
part^r wished to gain the co-operation of Jonathan. 
It will be here sufficient to say that Jonathan ob- 
tained the high priesthood and other advantages in 
return for the assistance which he rendered Syria; 
and he renewed the treaty which Judas had made 
with Rome, and formed an alliance with the Lacedae- 
monian Greeks. Subsequently he was slain by trea-^ 
cbery. The Syrian general lured him into the Phoe- 
nician city of rtolemais, imder pretence of desiring a 
private consultation, and then took him prisoner, and 
afterwards put him to death. Simon, the brother of 
Jonathan, tnen succeeded to the high priesthood and 
government of Judaea. Another claimant started for 
the throne of Syria, who wanted the assistance of the 
Jews. He confirmed Simon in his authority as high 
priest and independent prince, and relinquished all 
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claims for tribute. From this grant the Jews calcu- 
late their deliverance from a foreign power ; and thus, 
for the first time since Nebucha&ezzar, Judaea was a 
free nation. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE MACCABEAN PRINCES. 



10 B.C. 143— Flourishing condition of Judsea. — 
106. The last trace of Syrian supremacy or inter- 
ference was eradicated by Simon. He completed the 
fortifications of Judaea, and reduced every Syrian for- 
tress in the country. He built the celebrated castle 
of Baris, afterwards called Antonia, for the defence of 
the temple. Meantime Romans and Lacedaemonians 
renewed their alliance with him. The Jewish people, 
as a token of their gratitude to the Maccabees, made 
the united dignity of high priest and ruler hereditarpr 
in his family, and the y^iant deeds of Simon and his 
predecessors were engraved on tables of brass and set 
up in a conspicuous part of the temple. He exercised 
also the peculiar right of coining money in his own 
name. I^ resh changes in Syria involved Simon in an- 
other Syrian war, but he successfully repulsed the 
enemy. At length he and two of his sons were 
treacnerously murdered at a banquet in Jericho by 
Ptolemy, who was his own son-in-law and the governor 
of that city. John Hyrcanus, another of his sons, nar- 
rowly escaped falling into the hands of assassins, and 
succeeded his father as high priest and prince. At 
first the Assyrians, who were angry at the failure of 
the attempted assassination, besieged Jerusalem and 
compelled Hyrcanus to demolish his fortifications. But 
the Syrian power became weakened by fresh disturb- 
ances, and Hyrcanus was enabled to completely estab- 
lish the independence of Judaea. Hyrcanus raised the 
glory of the Maccabean princes to its greatest height. 
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He subdued the Idumseans on the south, and the Sa- 
maritans on the north of Judaea, and he destroyed the 
Samaritan temple which Sauballat had built on Mount 
Gerizim. Hyrcanus was thus master of all Judaea, 
Samaria, and Galilee, or the whole of Palestine west of 
the Jordan. The region east of the river, which bore 
the general name of rersea, or ^* the country on the op- 
posite side," was occupied by many Jews as well as by 
descendants of the Moabites, Ammonites, and other 
Arab tribes ; but it was in great measure conquered by 
his successors, and included in their rule. 

Civil and religious state of the people. — The 1 1 
nation was now at rest. The court of Hyrcanus and 
his successors increased in splendour, and became 
worthy of the high priest and prince of a people who 
traced their descent m an unbroken lineage from the 
patriarchs of the primeval world. The royal residence 
was fixed in the castle called Baris, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the temple. The great national 
services were performed at Jerusalem in stricter accord- 
ance with the laws of Moses than probably at any 
previous period. Synagogues for public prayer and 
the reading and expounding of the Scriptures were 
establbhed throughout the land, and no longer held 
in the fields or open streets as in the preceding century, 
but in buildings erected with a court and porches, m 
imitation of the tenmle. A strong desire to convert 
the heathen to the Jewish faith also besan to spread 
amongst the people. The Idumaeans and other neigh- 
bouring nations adopted the Hebrew religion. Jews 
were living in Egypt, Rome, Asia Minor, and the prin- 
cipal capitals of the East, where they erected synagogues 
and made new converts. Some distinction had to be 
made between these proselytes. Accordingly we find 
them divided into two classes : 1. The proselytes of 
the covenant, which included all who were circumcised 
and had become in every respect converts to the Jewish 
religion. 2. The proselytes of the gate, or, "the 
stranger that is within thy gate," who were not per- 
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mitted to reside in Judaea unless they kept the sabbath 
and observed what are called the seven precepts of 
Noah, namely, those against idolatry, profanity, im- 
purity, murder, dishonesty, eating blood or things 
strangled, and allowing a murderer to live. The 
schocus for teaching and debate have been already 
mentioned : we have now to notice the tribunals for 
the administration of justice. 

12 The grater and lesser Sanhedrims. — The ge- 
neral courts of law and justice amongst the Jews were 
in connexion with the synagogues, and one was formed 
in every town containing more than 120 persons.* 
These smaller courts decided all minor cases, and were 
somewhat similar to the judges of hundreds and of 
thousands organized by Moses. They were sometimes 
called the lesser Sanhedrims, and their half legal, half 
religious character is strikingly illustrative of the 
union of the chief civil and ecclesiastical authority held 
by the Maccabean princes. Above all was a supreme 
court of appeal, called the great Sanhedrim, whicn was 
connected with the temple at Jerusalem in the same 
way that the lesser Sanhedrims were related to the 
s3aiago^e8. It consisted of 70 or 72 members, amongst 
whom tne high priest sat as president. These members 
included the chief priests or heads of the 24 classes or 
courses into which the priests were divided ; of elders 
or heads of tribes and family associations ; and of those 
of the scribes or learned men who were either elected, 
or else nominated to this seat by the head of the state. 
The council of the Sanhedrim sat in a chamber in the 
temple, and settled all judicial and criminal cases 
which were too weighty or intricate for the smaller 
tribunals. 

13 Political distinctions and divisions. — We have 
already seen that Palestine was divided into four dis- 

* Josephus says that each of these lesser tribunals consisted 
of seven judges ; the Talmud asserts that it consisted of twenty- 
three judges. Perhaps the estimate in the Talmud includes 
inferior c&cers. 
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tricts, yiz. Judaea, Samaria, and Galilee west of the 
Jordan, and Peraea on the east ; but Peraea was not en- 
tirely conquered until the reign of Herod the Great. 
Judsea was regarded as the country of the pure Jews ; 
Samaria as the country of heretics; Galilee as the 
country of mingled Jews and Gentiles, who spoke a 
bad dialect; and Peraea as the country of graziers, 
partly Jewish and partly Gentile, who lived on the fat 
pasture lands of Gilead and Bashan, and amongst whom 
were the Arab chiefs of the desert, robbers, JSedouins, 
and other wandering tribes.* The Samaritans and 
Galileans require more particular mention. 

The Samaritana consisted of colonists, originally 14 
sent from Assyria to colonize the country af&r the 
Assyrian captivity of Israel. Many Israelites were 
however mingled with them, and consequently their 
religion became a compound of idolatry and the wor- 
ship of Jehovah. When the Jews returned from their 
Babylonian exile and occupied Judaea, they refused to 
permit these Samaritans to assist them in rebuilding 
the temple. Henceforth a strong hatred sprung up 
between the Jews and Samaritans. A Samaritan tem- 
ple was built on Mount Gerizim, in opposition to that 
at Jerusalem, and Samaria became the refuge of re- 
fractory Jews, who refused to obey the law. After a 
time all idolatry was banished from Samaria, and the 
same daily religious services were performed on Mount 
Gerizim as on Mount Moriah. The three great points 
of difference between their religion and that of the 
Jews were, (1.) Their refusal to receive any Scriptures 
excepting the five books of Moses, of which they had 
a peculiar copy of their own, apparently transcribed in 
another kind of letter, from the copy made by Ezra, 
and contained some variations, ad^tions, and trans- 
positions 6f the text. (2.) Their rejection of all tradi- 

* Beyond the south and south-east frontier of Palestine 
was the kingdom of Arabia, or Arabia Petrsa^ which was 
goyemed by a succession of monarchs, each of whom appear 
to have borne the general name of Aretas. 
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tions and exact adherence to the ¥rritten word only. 
(3.) Their worshipping on Mount Gerizim instead of 
at Jerusalem. It is difficult to descrihe the extreme 
bitterness of their mutual enmity. The Jew cursed 
the Samaritan publicly in his 63magogue ; prayed that 
be might have no portion in the lire to come; pro- 
claimed that his testimony was nought, and might not 
be received ; that he who entertained a Samaritan in 
his house was laying up judgments for his children, 
and that to eat a morsel of his fare was as eating 

~ 8wine*s flesh ; and in general a Jew would rather suffer 
the utmost need than be beholden to a Samaritan for 
the smallest office of charity. On the other hand, the 
Samaritans were not behindhand in cursing, nor in 
active demonstrations of hatred and ill will. At festi- 
val seasons they not only refused all hospitality to 
the Jews who were going up to the feasts at Jerusa- 
lem, but sometimes fell upon them and murdered 
many; and frequently the Jews of Galilee would 
rather cross the Jordan and take a circuit through 
Fersea to Jerusalem, rather than pass through their 
hateful and dangerous neighbours. 

15 The Galileans were not, like the Samaritans, re- 
garded as heretics, but still were held in a certain de- 
gree of contempt by the Jews of Jerusalem and Judaea. 
Their blood was considered less pure, because many 
heathens lived amongst them, and indeed their country 
was called " Galilee of the Gentiles." Their faith also 
was not considered by the doctors of the law as strictly 
orthodox, and in many observances they departed from 
the Jewish traditions. Above all, they spoKC a broad 
provincial dialect, which must have grated on the ears 
of the more refined natives of Jerusalem. It should 
be remembered, that though the Hebrew was the pri- 
mitive language of the Jews, yet during the Baby- 
lonian exile the people ^ew accustomed to the Chaldee 
tongue, and brought this with them on their return to 
Judsea. Up to the time of the Maccabean princes the 
Hebrew was the written language, and the Chaldee 
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with some changes was the spoken language. These 
chanses consisted of numerous Syriac words and forms, 
which were introduced hy the close connexion which 
existed between Palestine and the Syrian empire. 
Thus arose the Syro-Chaldee language, which liecame 
general amongst the Jews, and was the tongue in which 
our Saviour subsequently spoke and taught. The 
Galileans being nearest to Syria, spoke with a particu- 
larly broad Syriac pronunciation, and employed a pro- 
fusion of ^ttunds, which often occasioned the strangest 
mistakes m Jerusalem.* 

Beligioiis sects and parties. — ^Under the early 16 
Maccabean princes we find two important parties 
amongst the Jews of Jerusalem and Judsea, who sub- 
sequently exercised a great political as well as religious 
influence in the state; these were the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees. It appears that after the death of 
Simon the Just, and the dissolution of the great syna- 
gogue, there arose a body of doctors, who made it their 
business to study and descant upon those traditions 
and laws which Ezra and the other members of the 
great synagogue had allowed in addition to the Scrip- 
tures. These doctors began to incorporate their own 
opinions and additions into this collection of ancient 
traditions, and their example was followed by their 
successors. The body of traditions rolled on like a 
snowball from one generation to another, increasing 
still faster as it grew larger.f These traditions were 

* In these languages the sense depends in a very great 
measure upon the pronunciation. A woman of Galilee tried 
in her peculiar dialect to say to a judge, ** My lord, I had a 
picture which they stole, and it was so great that if you had 
been placed in it your feet woiUd not have touched the 
^ound." By this figure of speech she meant to tell the 
judge that the picture was higher than he was ; but by her 
wretched pronunciation she seemed to him to say, •' Sir, 
slave, I had a beam, and thtfy stole thee away, and it was so 

great, that if they had hung thee on it thy feet would not 
ave touched the ground." 

t In the second century after Christ these traditions were 
grown to such an enormous bulk as to utterly set at nought 
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rejected in ioto by the Sadducees, but regarded by the 
Pharisees as of equal if not of superior authority to the 
Scriptures themselves. We may therefore presume 
that these two parties were formed very soon after the 
dissolution of the ^reat synagogue, and the first collec- 
tion of the traditions. Subsequently fresh points of 
difference sprung up between the two sects, and these 
require a more detailed account. 
17 The Phariaees were the largest and most distin- 
guished sect. Their name sigmfies '' separated,** or 
^*set apart.** Their doctrines were based either on 
tradition, or else on a mystic and allegorical inter- 
pretation of the Scripture. Three of these doctrines 
deserve mention. (1.) They believed in the resurrec- 
tion of the body. They conceived that the soul after 
death abode in a subterranean place, named Sheol, or 
Hades, which was divided into two parts : viz. Paradise, 
or the abode of the good, and Gehenna, or the abode 
of the wicked ; and they believed that, at the coming 
of the Messiah, all the dead would return to this world, 
but that only the good would share the happiness of 
Christ*8 kinffdom. (2.) They believed in angels and 
spirits, who Bad a certain order or rank, and were sub- 
ject to seven archangels. (3.) They taught the merit 
of external righteousness, and satisfied themselves with 
outward good works. They enjoined constant wash- 
all attempts to preserve them in the memory of man. They 
were therefore committed to writing, and the whole were di- 

fested and arranged in six large volumes b;^ Rabbi Judah. 
his diffest of the traditions was called the Mishnah, and was 
receivea with the greatest veneration by the Jews, who re- 
garded it as a copy handed down by memory from father to 
son, of all tiiat God had told Moses on Mount Sinai, in addi- 
tion to the written law. The learned Jews employed them- 
selves in writing voluminous comments on the Misnnah, and 
these comments were called the Gemara. The Mishnah and 
Oemara together are called the Talmud. That made by the 
Jews in Judaea is called the Jerusalem Talmud ; that made 
by the Jews in Babylonia is called the Babylonian Talmud. 
Both Talmuds have thus the same Mishnah, but a different 
Gemara. 
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ings and purifications ; strict fasts ; wordy prayers in 
the streets and synagogues ; frequent almsgiving ; and 
a risid observance of the sabbath, in which they clung 
to the minutest externalities, but wholly rejected the 
spirit of the law. To notice all their peculiarities would 
be to copy out the traditions. It will be sufficient to 
say that they stood high in the estimation of the peo- 
ple, for they well knew the art of acquiring popu- 
lar fame by fair appearances, and strict adherence to 
the law. In the tune of Christ they were divided into 
two schools. At a later period they subsided into mere 
Kabbinism, and most of the Jews of the present day 
belong to the Pharisaic party. 

The Sadducees were the aristocratic Epicureans 18 
of Jewish society. Many of them gave up their lives 
to learned ease and pleasure, others taught high moral 
truths. They rejected not only all tradition, but also 
all the Scriptures excepting the five books of Moses. 
Theyxlenied the immortality of the soul and punish* 
ment after death, and they disbelieved in the existence 
of angel or spirit. They also taught that virtue must 
not seek a reward, and that men ought to serve God 
and keep his commands irrespective of hope and fear» 
From this general opposition to the Judaism of their age, 
they were only followed by the wealthy few. A small 
number of the Jews in the present day still hold many 
of the doctrines of the Sadducees : they are called Ka- 
raites, and acknowledge the authority of the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures, but reject the traditions. They 
chiefly live in the East and in Southern Kussia. 

Political history resumed. — To return ». c. 106— 19 
to the political history. We have seen the ^^' 
establishment of the independent kingdom of Judsea 
under the Maccabean princes finally settled in the 
reign of Hyrcanus I. We have now to read of do- 
mestic broils ending in civil war ; of Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees stepping forward as political factions ; of the 
rise of the Herodians and supremacy of the Romans ; 
and lastly, of the progress of a mad and suicidal oppo** 
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sition of the Ffaarisees, first to their own princes, and 
afterwards to the Bomaiis, which ultimately led to the 
declension of the Maccabean power, and finally to the 
utter downfal of the Jewish nation. 
20 Civil dissensions fomented by the Pharisees. — 
Hyrcanus was a Pharisee, hut in his old age one of his 
own party told him that he ought to lay down the 
high priesthood ; insinuating that his mother's charac- 
ter was not sufiUciently good to {>ermit her son to fill 
the sacerdotal office.* Hyrcanus in a transport of rage 
became a Sadducee. He died shortly afterwards, leaving 
the kingdom to his wife ; but his son Aristobulus I. 
seized the government and threw his mother into 
prison, where she died of hunger. Aristobulus then 
placed the royal diadem on his nead, and assumed the 
title of king. He subdued the district of Itursea in the 
north of Persea, but on his return, being jealous of his 
brother Antigonus, he ordered him to be assassinated, 
and shortly afterwards died in an agony of remorse. 
Alexander Jannseus, the next in succession, then as- 
cended the throne. His reign was a series of petty 
wan upon his neighbours, varied by civil war and dis- 
sensions at home. The Pharisees had become the most 
dangerous enemies of the state, and the populace was 
at their command. At the feast of tabernacles, whilst 
Alexander in virtue of his high priesthood was sacri- 
ficing at the altar, the multitude became riotous and 
pelted him with citrons. Above all, they repeated the 
same insulting insinuations which had been originaUy 
made against the mother of Hyrcanus. They chargea 
him with being descended from a slave, and denied his 
right to the priesthood. Alexander in reply com- 
manded his troops to fall upon the mob, and 6000 were 
slain. To prevent the recurrence of such insults for 
the future, ne railed in the court of the priests from 
the approach of the crowd, and raised a body-guard of 

* According to the Mosaic law no one could fill the ofBce 
of high priest unless the character of his mother was free from 
the slightest imputation. 
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foreign mercenaries. He then endeavoured to divert 
tbe people from these internal divisions, by invading 
Fenea a second time. At first he was victorious, but 
after three years suffered the loss of his entire army. 
The discontent of the Pharisees was now shared by 
the whole nation. The people openly rebelled, and 
for six years maintained a bloody civil war. In vain 
Alexander sought an accommodation. They replied that 
the only condition on which they would come to terms, 
was that he should put himself to death. In the mad- 
ness of hatred they applied to Syria for succours. An 
army of Jews and Syrians overthrew Alexander, and 
cut to pieces his mercenaries to a man, and he himself 
vras obliged to flee to the mountains. A sudden re- 
vulsion of feeling now took place. Many of the rebels 
pitied the misfortunes of their king, and espoused his 
cause. The Syrians returned to Damascus, and Alex- 
ander with the aid of his new adherents defeated the 
rebels and marched to Jerusalem. He executed ter- 
rible vengeance on his enemies, for he crucified 800 in 
one day, and massacred their wives and children before 
their eyes. Such were the early horrors which at- 
tended Jewish faction, and at length ruined the nation. 
Having thus regained his throne, Alexander extended 
his conquests in Ferea, and died at Jerusalem four 
years afterwards. 

Bomination of the Phaxiaees : decline of the 21 
IMCaccabean power. — Before his death Alexander 
urged upon his wife Alexandra, that the only way of 
retaining the throne was to give up the government 
to the Pharisees. Accordingly Alexandra appointed 
her son Hyrcanus II. to the high priesthood, placed 
the administration in tbe hands of the Pharisees, and 
then ascended the throne as queen, and thus had the 
kingdom whilst the Pharisees had the power. This 
pohcy insured peace, and Alexandra had the additional 
satisfaction of seeing her husband buried by his old 
enemies with the utmost splendour. The Pharisees 
then began to revenge themselves upon those who had 

c 2 
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advised the crucifixion of the 800. Alexandra was 
compelled to see her late husband's adherents cruelly 
persecuted. Her son Hyrcanus II., the high priest, 
-was equally weak. But her second son, Aristobulus, 
placed himself at the head of the oppressed party, and 
appealed to the justice of the q^ueen. Alexandra tried 
to protect them without offendmg the Pharisees. She 
suffered them to leave Jerusalem, and enrolled them 
as garrisons in the cities on the frontiers of Palestine ; 
and she employed the restless Aristobulus by sending 
him on foreign expeditions. Alexandra died after a 
reign of nine years. The Pharisees then placed her 
son, the high priest, Hyrcanus II., on the throne. 
Meantime Aristobulus had gained the affections of the 
army. He now recalled his father's old adherents from 
the frontier garrisons, and attempted to seize the go- 
vernment. The Pharisees with HjTcanus at their 
head marched against him, but many of their forces 
deserted to Aristobulus. At length Hyrcanus resign- 
ed the kingdom and high priesthood to his brother 
Aristobulus II., and contented himself with leading a 
retired life under his protection. 
22 Origin of the Herodians : strugg-les between 
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus.— The Pharisees were 
now compelled to yield. Their political power was 
crushed, but their factious opposition had opened the 
way for a man whose descendants were to complete the 
overthrow of the Maccabean dynasty. Antipater, the 
father of the celebrated Herod, was an Idumean of 
noble birth, but a Jew by religion. He had been 
brought up in the court of Alexander Jannseus, and 
had acquired great influence over the feeble mind of 
Hyrcanus II. His ambitious hopes were thwarted by 
the accession of Aristobulus. At length he insinuated 
to Hyrcanus that his life was in danger, and persuaded 
him to fly to Aretas, the king of a large Arabian ter- 
ritory on the south of Palestine, of which the cele- 
brated city of Petra was the capital. Aretas was in- 
duced by Antipater to march an army to Jerusalem, 
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and restore H3a'canus. The expedition was successful^ 
and Aristobulus was defeated, and compelled to retire 
to the temple and stand a siege. But meantime another 
and greater power appeared on the arena, and settled 
the affairs of Palestine with a hand of iron. 

Roman interference : Pompey decides b. c.es^ 23 
in favour of Hyrcanns. — ^The powers of ^^^ 
Asia had now been taught to fear the haughty republic 
of Rome. Her general, Pompey, had trampled under 
foot the pride and strength of the great Asiatic mon- 
archies, and compelled the smallei* princes to submit 
to her iron dommion. Whilst Aretas was besieging 
the temple, Pompey sent his lieutenant Scaurus with a 
division of the army to seize Damascus. Aristobulus 
and Hyrcanus each sent to Scaurus to buy the assist- 
ance of Rome. Scaurus ordered Aretas to retire to his 
kingdom, and the Arabian king complied. In a short 
time Pompey himself arrived at Damascus. Kings 
crowded from all sides to pay him homage and con- 
ciliate him with rich presents. Ambassadors from the 
Jewish nation, from Aristobulus, and from Hyrcanus, 
appeared before him to request that he would decide 
their quarrel. Pompey heard each side, but would not 
declare his sentiments. Aristobulus however prepared 
for a vigorous resistance. Meantime Pompey entered 
Arabia and conquered Aretas, and took the city of 
Petra. He then marched into Judsea, and called on 
Aristobulus to surrender all his fortresses. Aristobulus 
was irresolute. He fled to Jerusalem and prepared to 
resist. He then went out and met Pompey, and offer- 
ed to pay a large sum of money and surrender the city. 
Pompey agreed, but afterwards discovered that the 
. gates were barred and the walls manned. He threw 
Aristobulus into chains, and marched in person to Je- 
rusalem. The party of Hyrcanus opened the gates, 
but the party of Aristobulus occupied the temple, and 
determined on an obstinate defence. A three months* 
siege followed, for the hill on which the temple stood 
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was almost impregnable from its precipitous sides. At 
•length Pompey took it on the sabbath day, and slaugk- 
tered 1 2,000 Jews and priests. He boldly entered the 
sacred courts, and even penetrated the Holy of Holies, 
but he did not plunder the sanctuary, or remove the 
sacred vessels. He appointed Hyrcanus to the high 
priesthood, and made nim governor of the country, 
but required him to pay tribute to Rome, and refused 
to permit him to assume the title of king. 
24 Bapid rise of the Herodians. — Antipater, from 
his influence over the feeble-minded Hyrcanus, was 
now the actual governor of Palestine. The policy of 
himself and his sons was that of entire devotion to 
Rome ; and indeed henceforth the state was dependent 
upon the Roman governor of Syria, which rompey 
had formed into a Roman province. Aristobulus and 
his son Alexander, who had been carried prisoners to 
Rome, contrived to effect their escape at different pe- 
riods. Each in turn raised an army and invaded Pa- 
lestine, but were every time defeated by the forces of 
the Roman governor or pro-consul of Syria, They 
subsequently met their death in the great civil war 
between Julius Csesar and Pompey, which divided the 
whole Roman world. Meantime Antipater did his 
utmost to ingratiate himself with the Romans, and 
espoused the cause of Julius Csesar, who appointed him 
Roman governor of Palestine under Hyrcanus. He 
rapidly rose in power and prosperity, and appointed 
his sons to important posts. Amongst others, he made 
his celebrated son Herod governor of Galilee. Herod 
soon became popular by his heroism and enterprise 
against the banditti of bis district. His increasing 
power aroused the jealousy of the Sanhedrim, and he . 
was summoned to Jerusalem on the charge of having 
executed a robber chieftain without a formal trial. He 
obeyed the summons, but came clothed in purple and 
surrounded by his guards, and completely overawed 
the assembly, and left Jerusalem without further injury. 
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Herod obtains the throne of Palestine. — Great 25 
events were now distracting the whole civilized world. 
Borne had become the mistress of a colossal empire, 
but was distracted by the great civil war between Pom- 
pey and Julius Csesar. Pompey was slain, and Cassar 
aimed at overthrowing the republic and becoming a 
king of Rome and all her vast dependencies. The 
crown was in his grasp when he was assassinated by 
the adherents of the republic. His death convulsed 
the world like the shock of an earthquake. A fearful 
struggle ensued between the avengers of his death and 
the republican party, and every province seemed to be 
the theatre of war. Through all these changes and 
troubles Antipater and his son Herod failed not to af- 
ford their best support to whichever party seemed to 
predominate. Meanwhile they had to contend with a 
powerful faction at home. Antipater was poisoned, 
but Herod escaped every attempt to ruin him, and in- 
creased his power by espousing Mariamne, the beautiful 
granddaughter of Hyrcanus. Herod thus connected 
himself with the Maccabean family. At last a rebellion 
broke out in Syria, the Parthians assisted in the revolt 
and invaded Palestine, and were induced by a heavy 
bribe to place Antigonus, the only surviving son of 
Aristobulus, on the throne. They also barbarously 
mutilated Hyrcanus, to prevent him from filling the 
office of high priest. Herod fled to Rome ; here he 
hoped to obtain from the Roman senate the governor- 
ship of Palestine for another Aristobulus, the brother 
of Mariamne ; but he met with unexpected success, and 
obtained a decree appointing himself king of the Jews. 
He quickly returned to Palestine, ra&Bcd an army, and 
after three years, with the assistance of the Romans, he 
obtained complete possession of the throne; and he 
sent Antigonus in cnains to Antioch, where he was ex- 
ecuted as a common malefactor. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE HERODS. 

26 ^ ^ 37—3. I^eview of the history. — The previous 

history is full of useful lessons and solemn 
warnings. The long period of dependency upon 
Persia, upon Egypt, and upon Syria had failed to 
crush the national spirit ; and the bloody persecutions 
of Antiochus Epiphanes could not eradicate the na- 
tional religion. Party union and family concord had 
enabled the early Maccabees to deliver their country 
from a foreign yoke, and establish an independent 
kingdom. On the other hand, party wars and family 
dissensions had led to the insulting interference of 
Rome, and paved the way for a Herod. 

27 . Herod establishes a military despotism under 
the protection of Kome. — Herod was about 25 
years of age when he thus suddenly obtained the 
throne of Palestine. His foreign policy was that of 
entire submission and devotion to Rome. By a strict 
adherence to this line of conduct he preserved his 
kingdom from foreign war, and was confirmed in his 
royal dignity on the final establishment of the Roman 
empire by Augustus Csesar. His internal administra- 
tion bore the impress of his character. His temper was 
"ungovernable ; his cruelty was universal ; and he was 
frequently more than half maddened by his various 

Jealousies. He had moreover to do with a notoriously 
factious people, and more than once had only narrowly 
escaped from their seditions. The fury of party spint 
had risen to such a height, that life and fortune, and 
even the country itself would h^ve been ruthlessly 
sacrificed by one party, if by so doing the destruction 
of the other could be insured. One feeling or sen- 
timent however was held in common by nearly all 
parties, namely, an inflated idea of seli-importance 
combined with a bitter and uncompromising hatred to 
Rome ; to that power which they were ever ready to 
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implore and propitiate to suit party ends, and to which 
alone Herod owed his crown and the peaceful continu- 
ance of his diffuit^. The first object of the new king 
was to establish himself on the throne by removing all 
opposition, and to trample down the turbulent spirit 
of faction with the iron heel of military despotism. 
He put to death all the adherents of the opposite party 
that he could find. He massacred all the members of 
the Sanhedrim except two. He procured the death of 
Hyrcanus, the ex-high priest, grandfather of his beau- 
tiutl wife Mariamne ; and he instigated his servants to 
drown Aristobulus, her brother, for whom he had ori- 
ginally intended to ask the kingdom. Mariamne her- 
self at last aroused his jealousj. He loved her with 
the utmost vehemence, but m the madness of his 
anger ordered her execution. His subsequent remorse 
was fearful and terrible. He could never banish her 
from his memory. In vain he tried to drown the fatal 
remembrance, by following the pleasures of the chase, 
and indulging in riotous feasting and debauchery. His 
conscience stul smote him with the keenest agony, and 
at length he fell into a delirious fever. 

Erection of public works, and rebuilding of 28 
the temple. — After a time he partially recovered his 
health. He then endeavoured to remove the preju- 
dices of the Jews and introduce Roman customs. He 
built a theatre at Jerusalem, and instituted horse and 
chariot races, and other public games. But the fiery 
zeal of the whole nation was aroused by these apparent 
insults to their religion. Ten malcontents formed a 
conspiracy and tried to assassinate him in the theatre, 
but the plot was discovered and the conspirators were 
tortured to death. Herod then determined to secure 
himself by new fortifications, and dazzle his subjects 
by splendid public works. In Jerusalem he already 
possessed two fortresses, namely, the royal palace and 
the castle of Antonia, which were built on the site of 
the old royal castle of the Maccabean princes, called 
Baris, in the immediate neighbourhood of the temple. 
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He DOW rebnilt the city of Samaria, which he called 
Sebaste. The tower of Strato, on the coast of the 
Mediterranean, he converted into a grand city and sea- 
port, to which he gave the name of Caesarea. He also 
built a temple of white marble, called Paneam, at the 
source of the river Jordan. At last he determined on 
employing the people and ingratiating himself with aU 
classes, by rebuilding the temple in its former beauty 
and magnificence. The sacred structure erected after 
the return from captivity, had been the great military 
post of the nation. It had suffered much dilapidsUion 
from the sieges it had undergone. The Jews were at 
first afraid that, under pretence of repairing the sanc- 
tuary, he meant to destroy it ; but Herod csdmed their 
fears by his immense preparations. The nation saw 
with the utmost pride a new fabric crowning the brow 
of Moriah with its gUttering masses of white marble 
and golden pinnacles. It was built after the old model. 
The temple, including its three courts, was in the form 
of an oblong or double square. One half included the 
Holy Place and the Holy of Holies; the other in- 
cluded the court of the priests, the court of the Jew^, 
aud> the court of the women. The whole was placed 
in a quadrangle, surrounded by cloisters, and called 
* the court of the Gentiles. No Grentile was permitted 
to enter the court of the women ; no woman was al- 
lowed to enter the court of the Jews ; and no Jew ex- 
cepting those of the sacerdotal order might enter the 
court of the priests. Herod also used other means for 
obtaining the affection of his subjects. During a severe 
famine he imported an enormous quantity of com from 
Egypt at his sole expense, and freely distributed it 
amongst the poorer clews. But neither his splendid 
buildings nor his munificent liberalities could secure 
the go(3 will of the nation ; and the latter ^ears of 
his reign were darkened by a series of domestic trage- 
dies, wnich would require a volume to unravel. 
29 Plots and dissensioxLs in the flakmily of Herod. 
— The crime and intrigue which disgraced the royal 
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household were thus occasioned. !&Iariamne before her 
death had given Inrth to two sons, Alexander and 
Aristobulus. These were sent to Rome to be edu- 
cated. On their return they aroused the fears of 
Salome, the sister of Herod, and of all those who had 
persuaded the king to execute Mariamne. Salome was 
mdeed the firebrand of the family. She and her party 
now told Herod that Mariamne's two sons regarded 
him as the murderer of their mother. The fatal re- 
membrance of his crime, and his ever-suspicious jea- 
lousy, excited the remorse of Herod and inflamed his 
anger. He had regarded the two young men with 
peculiar affection; but he had other sons by other 
wives, and he took one of these, named Antipater, into 
his favour, in order to repress the supposed rebellious 
spirit of Alexander and Aristobulus. Antipater fol- 
lowed the policy of Salome and her party, and did his 
utmost to irritate Herod against the sons of Mariamne. 
The wicked plot succeeded. The two young men were 
condemned and executed, though no crime could be 
proved against them, beyond a few reproachful speeches. 
The plotters were sub^uently alarmed, lest Herod 
should discover their intngnes, and conspired together 
to poison the king. This conspiracy was discovered, 
and Antipater was seized and thrown into prison, and 
executed some time afterwards. 

Herod's horrible disease.— -Meanwhile Herod 30 
was attacked by a most virulent disease. A slow fire 
seemed to be consuming his intestines. His stomach 
was full of ulcers, his breathing became difficult, and 
violent spasms convulsed his frame. A renort that he 
was dead aroused the rebellious spirit of nis subjects. 
He had placed a large golden eagle over the great gate 
of the temple, and some daring young men, instigated 
by two celebrated teachers of the law, conspired to 
pull it down. The conspirators were seized, and He- 
rod, though too ill to sit up, ordered the ringleaders 
to be burned alive. His disease increased and almost 
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drove him mad. He shut up the principal Jews in the 
theatre which he had huilt in Jerusalem, and ordered 
that they should he slain directly he died, that mourn- 
ers might not he wanting at his Mineral. 

31 Massacres the infants of Bethlehem and dies. 
— The New Testament History begins in the last year 
or two of the reign of Herod. Jonn the Baptist, the 
forerunner, and Jesus Christ our Saviour, were bom 
at this period. The birth of Jesus, to be the King of 
kings, aroused Herod^s jealousy. He souffht to de- 
stroy the infant Christ, b^ slaughtering all the chil- 
dren in Bethlehem and its neighbourhood who were 
two years old and under; but the history of these 
events belong to the next chapter. Herod^s disease 
appears to have subsequently increased. In a parox- 
ism of torment he endeavoured to commit suicide. He 
then employed his last energies in remodelling his will, 
and at last expired, leaving behind him a family to 
perpetuate his crimes, and a nation doomed to undergo 
fresh miseries. 

32 s c 3. Bivision of Palestine between Arche- 

laus, Antipas, and Philip. — Herod in his 
will divided Palestine into one kingdom and two te- 
trarchies, and shared it between three of his sons, ac- 
cording to the following arrangement. Judaea* and 
Samana were given to Archelaus with the title of 
king. Galilee and Southern Feraeaf were given to 

* The district of Judasa now included that southern dis- 
trict called Idumaea, which had been conquered by John 
Hyrcanus. 

t Persea, or ** the country on the opposite side," included 
all Palestine east of the Jordan, and emoraced the territory of 
Decapolis, or ** ten cities," and also Oalaaditis, or the moun- 
tainous region of Gilead. It appears to haye been divided 
into two portions. I. SotUhem Peraa, which also goes by 
the name of ** Peraea" only, and was included in the tetrarchy 
of Herod Antipas. 2. l/orthem Pereea, which included the 
districts of Ituraea, Trachonitis, Auranitis, Batanaea, and 
Oaulonitis, and formed the tetrarchy of Herod Philip. 
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Herod Antipas, and Northern Feraea to Herod Philip 
with the title of tetrarch,* or ruler. It was necessary 
that this will should he ratified hy Augustus Caesar. 
Meantime Jerusalem was disturbed by riots, which 
Archelaus crushed by calling in the military and 
slaughterine 3000 people. It was probably at this 
time that the Holy Family returned from Egypt to 
Galilee without passing through Judaea. As soon as 
possible the three sons of Herod hastened to Kome to 
prefer their several claims, each desiring to gain the 
kingdom of Judaea instead of either of tne tetrarchies. 
At the same time a deputation of Jews arrived to peti- 
tion for the total suppression of the kingly govern- 
ment, and for the restoration of political power into 
the -hands of the high priest and Sanhedrim, under 
the protection and superintendence of Home. The 
emperor Augustus took time to consider. At this 
time Judaea was thrown into a state of insurrection 
by a Roman general from Syria, who exasperated 
the people by his insolence and rapacity. Mean- 
while the Messiah was every where expected to ap- 
pear. One adventurer after another sprang up in every 
quarter, and speedily assembled a band of daring rob- 
bers or deluded fanatics. The Roman president of 
Syria was at last obliged to interfere, and only restored 
comparative tranquillity by the crucifixion of 2000 
ringleaders. At last Augustus Caesar ratified the will 
of Herod, but would not permit Archelaus to assume 
the title of king. For the present he was to be simply 
called the ethnarch, or ruler. The importance of eacn 
government may be estimated by comparing the yearly 
revenue. That of Archelaus was 400 talents; that of 
Herod Antipas was 200 talents; and that of Herod 
Philip was 100 talents. 

* The title of tetrarch was originally applied to a ruler 
who ffoyerned the fourth part of a kingaom Avithout bearing 
the title of king. Subsequently it was applied to any petty 
sovereign. 
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33 A. D. s— Peaceftd and continued reigns of An- 

^7* tipas and Philip : Archelaus deposed.—- 
The history of the two tetrarchs, Herod Antipas and 
Herod Philip, is devoid of all interest or incident, and 
derives its sole importance from their names heing re- 
corded in the Gospels. Both reigned in apparent peace 
over their respective provinces, and both endeavoured 
to ingratiate themselves with Rome by building or 
ornamenting cities, and naming them ailer the empe- 
ror. But tne history of the etnnarchy of Archelaus is 
more important. The district of Judsea included the 
richest and most orthodox portion of the population. 
Jerusalem with its temple and Sanhedrim was the head- 
quarters of all religious sects and political factions. 
Archelaus reigned ten years, but his subjects, and even 
his brothers, endeavoured to ruin him by accusing him 
of injustice and cruelty. At last he was summoned to 
Rome, and after a solemn hearing before Augustus he 
was deposed and banished to the city of Vienne in 
Gaul, where he subsequently died. 

34 Judsea and Samaria governed by Boman pro- 
curators. — AVhilst the tetrarchies of Galilee and Pe- 
nea continued under Antipas and Philip, the territory 
of Judaea and Samaria was thus reduced to a Roman 
province, attached to the larger province of Syria. It 
was now ^vemed by a Roman procurator, called a 
governor m the New Testament, who was appointed 
by the emperor to exact tribute, administer justice, 
and repress seditions ; but he was to some extent de- 
pendent upon the preiect of Syria, though he possessed 
the powers of life and death, and decided aft capital 
cases. As a Roman officer he had no taste for discuss- 
ing or deciding points of Jewish law. More power 
was therefore tnrown into the hands of the priests and 
Sanhedrim, and most of the civil and criminal cases 
w^ere left to be decided by the Jewish tribunals. Au- 
gustus Caesar appointed several procurators in rapid 
succession. Tiberius Caesar, the next emperor, only 
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appointed two, of wbom the last and most important 
was Pontius Pilate. Pilate seems to have taken 
pleasure in opposing the prejudices and violating the 
religious feeling of the nation. His tyrannical con- 
duct excited disaffection. The Roman procurators had 
preyiously resided at Qesarea in Samaria, in order to 
avoid collisions between the troops and turbulent zeal- 
ots of the capital. Pilate however transferred his 
winter-quarters to Jerusalem, and carried the imperial 
ensigns mto the city, to the intense indignation of the 
Jews. He also expended some of the temple treasures 
in building an aqueduct. His general character was a 
compound. When threatened by insurrection he was 
stem, decided, and reckless of human hfe. On other 
occasions he was by no means regardless of ingratiating 
himself in the popular favour. He appears to have 
been made procurator shortly before our Lord com- 
menced his public ministry. 

Development of political and religrions sects. — 35 
The Jews were now split into numerous parties. We 
have already noticed the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
Almost every one above the lower orders belonged to 
one or the other. The Sadducees included most of the 
wealthier and more influential classes, and sometimes 
obtained a majority in the Sanhedrim. The Pharisees 
were more popular amon^t the masses. They were 
always to be seen with their phylacteries or broad slips 
of parchment, inscribed with sentences of the law dis- 
played on their foreheads and the hems of their gar- 
ments. They prayed in the public streets, and chose 
the most conspicuous places m the temple and syna- 
gogues. At this time they were divided into two 
great schools, that of Shammai and that of Hillel ; and 
their bitter animosities sometimes led to bloodshed. 
In addition to these were the Roman and the Anti- 
Roman parties. The Roman party were called He- 
rodians. They were chiefly to be found in the courts 
of the tetrarchs, Antipas and Philip, who were kept in 
their several governments by Roman influence. The 
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Anti-Roman party comprised nearly all the orthodox 
Jews, who were especially incensed at being compelled 
to pay a direct tax to Rome. When the tribute was 
first levied by the procurator, Judas the Galilsean 
raised the standard or revolt, and was followed by the 
fiercer spirits of the time. But he and his party were 
soon dispersed, though Josephus ascribes the subse- 
quent ruin of the country to the influence of their 
tenets. Two other sect^ existed, the Samaritans and the 
Essenes. The former have been already fully noticed. 
The latter are unmentioned in the New Testament. 
They appear to have been a very strict order of indi- 
viduals, some of whom lived in society, but others 
passed the lives of monks or anchorites in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Dead Sea. John the Baptist is sup- 
posed by some to have been an Essene. 
36 > Civil and religious condition of the people. — 
The Sanhedrim were at the head of all civil and cri- 
minal affairs. The Romans were content with collect- 
ing the tribute, and overawing the multitude, especi- 
ally at festival seasons, by the display of a strong 
military force. They also decided all capital cases. 
The temple services were performed with the utmost 
regularity. The whole country was full of ^na- 
gogues. School learning, and especially the stuoy of 
the great body of traditionary law, had risen to a tran- 
scendent height, and teachers vrere called Rabbies. 
In addition to these were the scribes and lawyers, who 
were transcribers and expounders of the law. The 
great body of the people were actuated by two leading 
sentiments, — hatred to the Romans, and a strong expect- 
ation of the Messiah. Subsequently the more moder- 
ate and wealthy party became somewhat reconciled to 
Roman domination, but the zealots or extreme party 
hated the foreign rule with an intensity beyond all 
conception, and possessed to a great degree the sym- 
pathies of the multitude. All classes hated the tax- 
gatherers or publicans, not only because of their fraud 
and oppression, but also because, as they collected the 
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tribute for Rome, tbey were renegades and traitors 
from the faith ; and therefore, though Jews, yet more 
to be abhorred than the heathen themselves. Beside 
the Romans and the publicans, however, all the Jews 
hated the Samaritans, and every party and sect fer- 
vently hated each other. The general expectation of 
a Messiah unsettled the whole nation. Tney became 
more and more bigoted to their traditions and observ- 
ances, and more and more proud of their boasted de- 
scent from Abraham. They looked not for a Saviour, 
but for a king who should conquer the whole earth, 
and make Jerusalem the metropolis of the world. The 
age was marked by deep spiritual and physical distress. 
!&ligion had died in the land, and lett nothing but a 
skeleton of forms and ceremonies behind. Men*s minds 
were so especially under the power of the evil one, that 
many were actually possessed by devils, and demoniacs 
raved and blasphemed in every part. Yet still they 
refused to look for that Saviour of mankind who had 
been promised since the world began, who should 
bruise the serpent's head, and establish a spiritual and 
everlasting kingdom. 
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THE MESSIAH. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FORERUNNEB. 

Annunciation of John the Baptist. — g c 5 4 • ^^ 
In the last year or two of the reign of Herod 

* The present coix^>utation of the year of our Lord's birth 
was made in the sixth century by Dionysius Exiguus, an ab- 
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the Great, and 'whilst Augustus Csesar was emperor of 
Rome, were bom John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God and Saviour of the world. John 
was bom about six months before our Lord. His 
father was named Zacharias, and his mother Elizabeth. 
The couple were both aged and haid been hitherto 
childless. Zacharias was a priest belonging to the 
house of Abia ; and it must be remembered that the 
great body of priests were divided into 24 courses or 
classes, each of which served in the temple one week 
in rotation. One day whilst it was the turn of the 
class or family of Abia to officiate, Zacharias was burn- 
ing incense on the altar in the Holy Place whilst the 
con^egation were praying in the several outer courts 
of the temple. Suddenly an angel appeared, and pro- 
mised him a son who should be endowed with the 
spirit and powxr of Elijah ; and directed that the child 
should abstain from wine, and be named John. The 
angel then acknowledged himself to be Gabriel, '^ the 
mighty one of God," who had explained to Daniel the 
meaning of his visions ; and he declared that Zacharias 
would be dumb until his words were performed. 
Zacharias left the temple speechless, and at the expira- 
tion of his week of priestly service he returned to his 
own house at Juda or Jutah, one of the cities set apart 
for the priests, and lying a little to the south of Jeru- 
salem. 
38 Annunciation of our liord : meeting of Mary 
and Elizabeth. — Six months afterwards the angel 
Gabriel was sent to Mary, a virgin living in Nazareth, 
a well-known town in tne northern district of Galilee. 
He told her that she should have a son, whom she 
must name " Jesus," which signifies a Saviour ; and 
he assured her that Jesus would be bom of the Holy 
Ghost and be called the Son of Grod, and unto him God 
would give the throne of his father David. Gabriel 

hot, and is placed four years too late, so that Christ was really 
bom B. c. 4, or four years before the commencement of Anno 
Domini. 
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also infonned her that her cousin Elizabeth would 
have a son in her old age ; and Mary subsequently 
visited the city of Juda and joined Elizabeth in offer* 
ing praise and thanksgivings to the Lord. 

Birth of John. —After three months Mary left 39 
Juda, and at length Elizabeth gave birth to her son. 
On the eighth day, when the clmd was to be circum* 
cised and named, it was proposed by the neighbours 
and kindred that he should be called Zacharias, after 
his father, but the dumb priest wrote in a waxen tablet 
^' His name is John." The tongue of Zacharias was 
then loosed, and he prophesied the holy career of him 
who was to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Lord. 

Birth of Jesus Christ. — Mary was now at Naza- 40 
reth in Galilee. She was espoused to a carpenter 
named Joseph, but was not really married to him until 
after the birth of Jesus. Both Mary and Joseph were 
descended in a direct line from David. Matthew, who 
wrote for the Jews, traces the pedigree of Joseph 
through David to Abraham : Luke, who wrote for the 
Gentiles, traces the descent of Mary through David to 
Adam. About this time Augustus Caesar, the emperor 
of Rome, desired to make an enrolment of all the sub- 
jects of the Roman empire for the purposes of taxation* 
Palestine, though formed into a kingdom by Herod, 
was still considered to be a part of the Roman world ; 
and Herod was regarded as a dependant upon the 
Roman power. Every man had now to go to the city of 
his ancestors in order to be enrolled with the other 
members of his family ; though the taxation itself did 
not take place until twelve years afterwards, when Cy- 
renius, or Quireniusas, he is sometimes called, was pre- 
fect of the Syrian province. Accordingly, Joseph and 
Mary went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
the city of Bethlehem in Judaea, near Jerusalem, be- 
cause they both belonged to the family of David. Here, 
in an overcrowded inn, our Saviour was bom, and w^rap- 
ped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Mean- 

D 2 
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while, the'shepherds in the neighbourhood were watch- 
ing their flocks at night. Suddenly an angel appeared, 
whilst the glory of the Lord shone all around. ^' Fear 
not ! '* said the angel, " I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. This day a Saviour 
IS bom m the city of David who is Christ the Lord. 
Ye shall find the babe wrappjed in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger." Whilst thus speaking a mul- 
titude of celestial beings appeared with the angel, and 
cried, " Glory to God in tne highest, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men." The shepherds im- 
mediately- went to Bethlehem and saw the holy babe, 
and havmff told what they had seen and heard, they 
returned glorifjdng and praising God. 

41 Je'msh testimony to the messiah. — The infant 
Jesus was circumcised and named the eighth day from 
his birth. Thirty-three days ailterwards Mary and 
Joseph carried the babe from Bethlehem to the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem to present it to the Lord, and offer 
the customary sacrifice. Here a pious old Jew named 
Simeon took the infant Saviour in his arms, and blessed 
God that his eyes had seep the salvation of Israel. At 
the same time an old widowed prophetess named Anna, 
who had reached her 84th year, gave thanks unto the 
Lord and spoke of Jesus to all them in Jerusalem who 
were waiting for the coming of a Redeemer. 

42 Gentile testimony to the Messiah. — But the 
Jews were not alone in their expectation of a Messiah 
and a Deliverer. Throughout the far east it was uni- 
versally expected that a Divine being was about to 
appear, and assume the spiritual if not the temporal 
sovereignty of mankind. The heathen world was 
weary of its heathenism. Philosophers were sated with 
their philosophy. The inspired prophecies of Daniel 
had spread from Babylon amongst various nations of 
the east. Whilst men read they saw the prophecies 
fulfilled, monarchies falling, and dynasties swept away. 
They read of a glorious future, of deliverance, and of 
salvation. Then they turned to their sibylUstic hymns 
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and mystic verses, and found nothing they could be- 
lieve, nothing to trust, and nothing for which to hope. 
Amongst the Persians were a class or caste of learned 
men, called the Magi. Their religion apparently in- 
cluded the worship of fire or light, but contained some 
remarkable germs of truth. From an early period, 
possibly during the Babylonian captivity, they had 
familiarized themselves with the Jewish prophecies, 
and especially appear to have calculated from tne pro- 
phetical visions of Daniel the exact time when the 
Messiah was to be expected. Their estimate of time 
was based upon a knowledge of astronomy, and they 
had ascertained that a certain star would appear in the 
eastern quarter, at the same period that the prophecies 
of Daniel were to be fulfilled. That portentous star 
now appeared. The Magi hurried to Jerusalem, say- 
ing, " Where is he that is bom king of the Jews ? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to wor- 
ship him." Herod was amazed, and trembled for his 
throne. He hastily summoned the Sanhedrim, and 
demanded where it was that the prophets had declared 
that Christ should be bom ? They replied. In Beth- 
lehem of Judsea, and quoted the words of Micah ^v. 2). 
He then had another interview with the Magi, and 
sent them to Bethlehem, requesting to be informed 
when they found the child, that he hunself might wor- 
ship also. The glorious star led the Magi to the abode 
of the Saviour, and they worshipped the infant Jesus, 
and presented him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
They were then warned by a dream not to revisit 
Herod, and accordingly returned to Persia without 
passing through Jerusalem. At the same time the 
angel of the Lord directed Joseph to fly to Egypt with 
the young child and its mother. Here the holy family 
found an asylum until the death of Herod. For as 
we have already seen, the Jews had been much fa- 
voured by the Ptolemies, or kings of Eg3rpt, and now 
possessed a temple and Sanhedrim of their own in the 
city of Alexandria, together with numerous syna- 
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gogues. Meanwhile Herod was indignant at the dis- 
appearance of the Magi, and gave way to his unso- 
vemable rage. History does not say how far his 
disease at this moment had preyed upon his body ; but 
his disposition was still as bloody and relentless as ever. 
He ordered the slaughter of all the infants in Beth- 
lehem and its neighbourhood, that were two years old 
and under, in the hope of destroying the Christ, who 
was to save the world. The shrieks and groans in 
this quiet village fulfilled the terrible prophecy of 
Jeremiah — "Rachel weeping for her children, and 
could not be comforted." Herod died shortly after, 
and Joseph was desired in a dream to return to Naza- 
reth. Joseph however was afraid to pass through 
Judaea, as Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod, 
and bloody riots were distracting Jerusalem. Accord- 
ingly, by Divine direction, he turned aside, probably 
through Persea, and at length reached the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee with Mary and the infant Saviour. 
43 Jolin the Baptist prepares the way. — Years 
passed away. Tiberius Caesar was emperor of Rome. 
Antipas and Philip were tetrarchs in Galilee and Peraea. 
Pontius Pilate was Roman procurator of Judaea. Caia- 
phas was high priest and president of the Sanhedrim at 
Jerusalem. Annas, an ex-high priest and father of the 
wife of Caiaphas, was also associated with Caiaphas in the 
title, and appears to have frequently acted as his sagan 
or deputy, and to have shared his dignity. At this par- 
ticular moment, John, the son of Zacharias and Eliza- 
beth, having reached the i^e of 30, appeared in the 
wild and desolate part of Judaea, between Jerusalem 
and the Dead Sea. His coming was like the reappear- 
ance of an ancient prophet. His garment of cameFs 
hair was fastened round him with a simple leathern 
girdle. He lived on the wild honey in the rocky clefts, 
and the swarms of locusts which at intervals covered 
the country. His preaching resembled the old pro- 
phetical exhortations, which still found an echo in the 
Hearts of Jews, for he spoke of repentance and of the 
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coming Messiah. The people of Judsea gathered from 
every part to confess their ^ins to him and he bap- 
tized in the Jordan. All classes, Pharisees, Sadducees, 
publicans, and soldiers, listened to his fiery rebukes 
and loud exhortations. The people wondered whether 
he was himself the Messiah ; but he boldly declared 
his mission. " I am the voice of one crving in the 
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord ! I in- 
deed baptize you with water, but one mightier than I 
cometh, who shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire." 

Jesus Christ baptized. — A few months passed 44 
away. Jesus had also attained the age of 30 years, be- 
fore which, according to the laws of Moses, no man 
could enter the public ministry or priesthood. From 
his birth to the present time, the sacred record is al- 
most silent. He had resided at Nazareth with his 
supposed parents, and accompanied them at different 
times to Jerusalem to keep the feasts. At the age of 
12 he was left behind in the city, and after three days 
was found reasoning in the temple with the doctors of 
the law. The spectators were amazed at his under- 
standing and answers ; but he at once returned with 
his parents to Nazareth, and was subject unto them, 
and increased in stature and in favour with God and 
man. At the present time he went from Galilee to the 
banks of the Jordan to be baptized by John. The 
Baptist at first remonstrated, but at length performed 
the holy ceremony ; and he saw the heavens open and 
the Holy Ghost descend upon Jesus like a dove, and 
heard a voice saying, "This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased." 

Prepares for his divine mission. — Jesus was 45 
then carried by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. Here he remained without food 
40 days and 40 nights. He resisted three distinct 
temptations. Satan tried to persuade him to yield to 
hunger, and turn the stones to bread ; to yield to pride, 
and throw himself from a pinnacle of the temple upon 
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the support of angels ; and lastly, to yield to ambition, 
for he offered him all the kingdoms of the earth if he 
would only fall down and worship him. Jesns replied, 
*' Get thee behind me, Satan ! " and shortly afterwards 
was ministered unto by angels and returned to Jeru- 
salem. Meanwhile John had publicly declared that 
he himself was not the Christ, but only the forerunner, 
who was to prepare the way. Seeing Jesus now, he 
said, ^^ Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh avray the 
sins of the world ;** and he subsequently repeated the 
words to two of his disciples, who accordingly followed 
the Saviour. One of these, named Andrew, brought 
his brother Simon Peter with him. The next day 
Jesus desired to return to Galilee. He called on Philip, 
who, like Andrew and Peter, was a Galilean, to fol-> 
low him. Philip brought Nathanael, a pious Israelite, 
who at once confirmed the Messiahship of our Lord. 
Jesus then proceeded to Galilee, and shortly after- 
wards testified his divine mission by turning water 
into wine at a marriage feast at Cana, a small town, 
not far from his native place of Nazareth. 
46 Introductory review of our Lord's public min- 
istry. — The future public ministry of our Lord is 
ususdly calculated as extending over a period of three 
years, beginning and ending with the feast of Passover. 
According to this calculation, it commenced in April, 
A. D. 27, when our Lord first cleared the temple of 
money-changers and cattle-sellers, and concluded in 
April, A. D. 30, when he suffered on the cross. Accord- 
ing to the Christian almanac it may therefore be di- 
vided according to Easters. During the first year he 
appears to have been followed by a miscellaneous crowd 
of disciples. Li the second year he selected twelve to 
be his apostles, and sent them out two by two on se- 
parate apostolic journeys. In the third year he sent 
out seventy to preach the gospel, and prepare the way 
for his last Messianic journey through Galilee before 
he himself went to Jerusalem to consummate his di- 
vine mission. His miracles were chiefly performed, and 
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his sermons and parables were mostly delivered, either 
in his own native country of Galilee, through which 
he made several ministerial circuits, or else in Jeru- 
salem and its neighbourhood, to which city he period* 
ically journeyed to keep the feasts. 



CHAPTER V. 

FIBST TEAR OF CHBIST*S MINISTBT. 

Our Lord opens his divine commission faster. ^'^ 
at Jerusalem. — ^The solemn festival of the ▲. d. 27, 
Passover was now at hand. The Jews from *® *^**2|'' 
every quarter proceeded towards Jerusalem. 
Galilee poured forth her multitudes, and amongst 
others were Jesus and many of his newly-made disciples, 
who were doubtlessly anxious to see him commence his 
public career in the capital. His first a^t was in ac- 
cordance with his divine mission. The temple with 
its interior courts was placed in a large quadrangle 
surrounded by cloisters, called the court of the Gen- 
tiles. In this court were sitting a number of men 
selling oxen, sheep, and doves for the purposes of sa- 
crifice, together with others who exchanged the pecu- 
liar Jewish half-shekel in which it was necessary to 
pay the temple tribute, for the common Roman money, 
which was the current coinage throughout the empire. 
Jesus made a whip of smtQl cords and drove both 
sellers and money-changers from the sacred precincts. 
The Jews demanded his authority. He replied, '^ De- 
stroy this temple, and in three days I will build it up." 
Here he spoke of the temple of his body : the Jews 
thought he referred to the sanctuary. " Forty and six 
years," said they, ^* was this temple in building, and 
wilt thou rear it up in three days." His speedi was 
subsequently remembered against him at his trial. At 
Jerusalem Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the 
Sanhedrim, came at night to consult him. The Pha- 
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risees proudly supposed that their descent from Abra- 
ham would alone entitle them to a share in Gk)d*s king- 
dom. Jesus now uprooted these notions, and proved 
to Kicodemus the necessity for a new birth and spi- 
ritual regeneration before any man could become a 
child of God and an inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
yen. Nicodemus appears to have been powerfully im- 
pressed by the discourse, for he afterwards ventured 
to say a few words in our Lord's favour in the Sanhe- 
drim, and also assisted Joseph of Arimathea at his 
burial, but he did not openly declare himself to be the 
follower of the Messiah. Whilst in Judaea our Lord's 
disciples began to baptize others in the Jordan at 
^non near Salim. The news was carried to John, 
who thereupon delivered his last testimony to Jesus the 
Son of Grod, the beloved of the Father, in whom was 
everlasting life to all who believed. 
48 Freaclies in Samaria. — The Pharisees heard that 
more disciples were baptized to Jesus than to John, 
and began to be jealous of his influence. He accord- 
ingly- proceeded to Galilee with his disciples. Whilst 
passing through Samaria he stopped to rest in the 
middle of the day by the ancient well, which had be- 
longed to Jacob, near the town of Sychar or Shechem. 
Ilis disciples went into Sychar to buy provisions, and 
meantime a Samaritan woman came to draw water. 
Jesus, regardless of the bitter prejudices of the Jews, 
asked her for a draught, and took the opportunity of 
speaking to her of that living water which he alone 
could supply to a thirsting world, and of that pure 
spiritual religion which should take the place of all 
mere outward worship, whether at Jerusalem or on 
Gerizim. " The hour cometh," he said, " and now is, 
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth ; for the Father seexeth such to 
worship him.'* The disciples came back and marvelled. 
Jesus directed their attention to the great spiritual 
harvest ready to be gathered into life eternal. Mean- 
while the woman had brought a number of Samaritans 
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to hear him, and he abode there two days, and many 
believed on his word. 

Galilee. Fixes his head-quarters at Caper- 49 
naum. — At length Jesus entered Galilee. First of all 
he went to Cana, where he healed the son of a noble- 
man, who at the time was 20 miles off at Capernaum. 
He next proceeded to his native town of Nazareth, and 
read publicly in the synagogue the glorious prophecy 
of Isaiah referring to himself: 

" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

Because ne hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; 

He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted ; 

To preach deliverance to the captives, and recovery of sight 

to the blind ; 
To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord." 

When he had finished and given the roll into the hands 
of the attendant who kept the sacred writings, he said, 
" This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears," and 
he began to preach. The audience, who knew Joseph 
and Mary, were astonished, and murmured at his low 
origin. He then declared that a prophet was never 
esteemed in his own country, and threatened that 
the gospel would be taken from them and ^iven to the 
Gentiles. The congregation now thrust him from the 
synagogue, and led him away to the brow of the hill 
on which Nazareth was built, in order to cast him down 
headlong, but he passed through the midst of the 
crowd and escaped. He next proceeded to the fishing 
town of Capernaum by Lake Gennesaret. Capernaum 
is especially celebrated in the annals of the Saviour, for 
he made it henceforth the centre of his labours. It 
was called his own city, and here he rested in the in- 
tervals of his ministerial journeys. At Bethsaida in 
the immediate neighbourhood lived four of his disci- 
ples, namely, Peter and Andrew, the two sons of Jonas, 
and James and John, the two sons of Zebedee. All 
four were fishermen, and derived their support from 
the neighbouring lake. Jesus now taught m the sy- 
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nagogue, where he cast out the devil from a demoniac 
who addressed him as the Holy One of God. He also 
cured the mother of Peter's wife of a dangerous fever, 
and healed many others of their diseases, and cast out 
many demons from those who were possessed. 
50 First Messianic journey through GkiUlee. — At 
length Jesus prepared for a ministerial circuit through- 
out Galilee attended hy his disciples. The holy hand 
with their Divine Master appear to have been supported 
by contributions from believers both rich and poor. 
Jesus delighted in the pure blessings of love, which is 
only perfect when it is both giving and receiving. He 
who fed thousands by a word, lived himself upon the 
bread of men whom he loved as his brethren. Having 
first prayed in a solitary place, he proceeded through 
Galilee teaching in all the synagogues, healing diseases 
and dispossessing the demoniacs, whilst vast multitudes 
followed him from all parts of the country as well as 
from Fersea and Judaea. On the mount of Beatitudes, 
which is supposed to have been a little to the north of 
Capernaum, he delivered his celebratal sermon. The 
object of this discourse was to teach men spirituality 
of worship and purity of life. It may be divided into 
four parts. The first points out those who are pre- 
pared to receive the gospel, namely, the poor in spirit, 
the mournful, the meek, those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, 
the peacemakers, and the persecuted. The second di- 
rected his disciples to bear in mind their important 
calling, and especially to beware of falling into the 
cheerless righteousness of the Pharisees. The third 
includes the gospel interpretation of the law. The 
fourth contains full and explicit directions for Christian 
life, walk, and conversation. When Jesus had finished 
he proceeded to the shore of Lake Gennesaret, and the 
multitude still pressed on him to hear the word of God, 
and he entered a fishing vessel belonging to Peter, and 
continued to teach and exhort the people. After these 
discourses he filled the ship of Peter and Andrew and 
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that of the two sons of Zebedee with a miraculous 
draught of fishes, for they had toiled the whole night 
and caught nothing. 

Return to OapemaiuxL. — ^At last, after an extensive 51 
tour Jesus returned to Capernaum, healing many on 
his way, especially a leper, who blazed abroad his won- 
derful cure throughout the country. Here he appears 
to have resided until the close of the first year of his 
ministry. He called Matthew the publican, from the 
place where he received toll, to be his disciple. He 
also cured a palsied man, who was let down through 
the canvass roof of the dwelling. Thus, whether at 
home or abroad, he never ceased to carry on his di- 
vine mission; which, as he declared to those who 
charged him with sitting amongst the lower orders, 
^^ was not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance." 



CHAPTER VI. 

SECOND TEAR OF CHRIST^S MTNISTST. 

Our Iiord prodaimB his Divinity at j^ter, ^^ 
Jerusalem. — The great festival was now a. d. 28, 
once more at hand, and Jesus went up to *® *^J?' 
Jerusalem to keep the second Passover of his 
public ministry. At the first Passover he had exer- 
cised his authority by clearing out the temple. At the 
second he displayed his power, by the penormance of 
a public miracle. By the sheep-market at Jerusalem 
was the pool of Bethesda, surrounded by five porches 
or cloisters. This pool was celebrated for its healing 
powers, and it was reported that at certain periods an 
angel descended and troubled the water, aner which 
the first diseased person who stepped in was healed of 
his complaint.* Accordingly a multitude of sick peo- 

• This tradition has been inserted by some transcriber into 
the text of the New Testament. See lai^jer edition of Ana- 
lysis and Summary of Now Testament History, p. 64. 
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pie were constantly lying in these cloisters, waiting for 
the troubling of the water. It was on the sabbath 
day that Jesus saw a man who had been afflicted thirty- 
eight years, and said to him, '' Take up thy bed and 
walk." The man felt himself cured, and obeyed the 
Divine command. The bigoted Jews rebuked the man 
for carrying his bed on tne sabbath ; but he excused 
himself on the ground of having been ordered to do so 
by the person wno had healed him. Subsequently the 
man discovered his benefactor, and made it known to 
the Jews. The anger of the bigots was aroused. They 
sought to slay Jesus. Then our Lord publicly de- 
livered a beautiful discourse on his own divine charac* 
ter, power, and mission. *^ The Son can do nothing 
without the Father, but the Father hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son. He therefore who honour- 
eth not the Son, honoureth not the Father who sent 
him. The hour is coming when all who are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son and shall come 
forth : they that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life ; they that have done evil, unto the resurrection 
of damnation. I am not alone in bearing witness of 
myself. John the Baptist testifies my mission. The 
works that I do testify that the Father sent me. <^ The 
Father himself, and the Scriptures, in which you think 
you have eternal life, plainly and repeatedly testify 
of me. Yet you will not believe in me. I come in 
my Father's name, and you receive me not. Another 
comes in his own name, and him you receive. But 
Moses himself accuses you. Had you believed him 
you would have believed me, for he wrote of me. If 
you believe not his writings, how then shall you be- 
lieve my words?" The Jews of Jerusalem, whose en- 
mity he had previously excited by his miracle, were 
now more than ever eager to kill him because of his 
rebukes ; and he appears to have withdrawn to Gali- 
lee and again settled in his residence at Capernaum. 
53 Galilee. Arouses the hatred of the Pharisees. 
—Jesus was still pursued by the hatred of the Phari- 
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saic party. The bigotry of this strict and hypocritical 
sect was especially exdted by the mild bat powerful 
discourses with which Jesus replied to their senseless 
and continued opposition. The disciples being hun- 
gry, plucked com on the sabbath, and the Pharisees 
hurried with ill-disguised pleasure to accuse them be- 
fore their Master. Jesus replied, '^ Have you not read 
how David himself entered the tabernacle when he 
was hungry and did eat the shew-bread, which none 
but the priests may eat ? And have you not read how 
the priests themselves perform their sacred duties on 
the sabbath ? I say unto you, there is in this place one 
greater than the temple. The sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the sabbath. Therefore the 
Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath." On a sub- 
sequent sabbath the scribes and Pharisees watched him 
in a synagogue at Capernaum, to see whether he would 
heal a man there who had a hand with all the sinews 
shrunk or withered. Jesus knew their thoughts, and 
desired the man to stand forth. He then said, '^ Is it 
lawful to do good on the sabbath or to do evil, to save 
life or to kill r " All were silent. He then continued, 
" Is there a man among you who, if he had a sheep 
fall into a pit on the sabbath day, would not lift it 
out? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the sab*- 
bath ! " Jesus then called to the man to stretch forth 
his withered hand, and it was immediately healed. The 
Pharisees, unable either to reply or to accuse, were 
filled with madness. They hurried to the Herodians, 
whom they especially hated as the adherents of Home 
and of the Herods, in order to consult how they misht 
best unite together in endeavouring to destroy that 
Saviour whom they regarded as their common enemy. 
Meanwhile Jesus withdrew to Lake Gennesaret with 
his disciples, followed by vast multitudes from all quar- 
ters ; and he healed all that came to him, but- directed 
that a small ship should be ready at hand, because of 
the pressure of the crowd. 
Ordains twelve apostles. — It was about this pe- o' 
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riod that Jesus ordained twelve of his disciples to be 
apostles or missionaries amongst the Jews, with power 
to heal diseases and cast out demons from those who 
were possessed. The occasion was one of the utmost 
solemnity. He left the multitudes who had assembled 
to hear him preach, and having ascended a mountain, 
he passed the nisht in prayer. The next morning he 
selected the twelve, namely, Peter and Andrew, the 
sons of Jonas the fisherman ; John and James the 
elder, the two sons of Zebedee and Salome ; Philip, 
Bartholomew, Thomas Didymus, Matthew the tax- 
gatherer, James the less, and Thaddaeus,"' Simon Ze- 
lotes, and Judas Iscariot. 
5a The fSetvoured three, Peter, John, and James 
the elder. — Three apostles out of the twelve were 
especially distinguished by Jesus, and appointed to be 
near him on the most solemn and important occasions. 
These were Peter, John, and James the elder. To 
Peter he gave the name of Cephas, or a stone ; to John 
and James the name of Boanerges, or the sons of thun- 
der. Peter was naturally rash, positive, and fiery .f 
John and James were originally selfish, narrow-minded, 
and passionate.! But their hearts became changed by 

* ThaddsBus is also called Lebbeeus, Jude, and Judas. He 
was brother to James the less, who was so called to dlstin* 
^lufih luxn from James the brother of John. Thaddseus and 
James the less were the two sons of Alphseus (sometimes 
called Cleophas) and Mary, the sister of Mary the mother of 
our Lord. They were therefore cousins of our Lord, and are 
sometimes called his brethren. 

t Peter exhibited his natural character in his ready cou" 
fession of the Divinity of Christ (Matt. xvi. 16 ; John yi. 68, 
69) ; in his words on the mount, " Master, it is good to be 
here," etc. (Luke ix. 33) ; in his words when Jesus washed 
his feet (John xiii. 8) ; and in his protestations (Matt. xxvi. 
33 — 3*5). Similar rash words and deeds are ascribed to him 
in Matt xiv. 28 ; xvi. 21, seq. ; John xiii. 36, seq. ; xxi. 7 
seq. ; whence we can explain his hastiness and anger, as dis- 
played in cutting off the ear of Malchus (Matt. xxvi. 69 ; 
John xviii. 10). 

X James and John displayed their selfishness, by askine 
Jesus that ^ey might be seated, one on his right lumd ana 
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the teachiDgs of the Saviour. Peter's faith became 
manifest and stedfast. John the evangelist, and ^' dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved," became distinguished for his 
gentleness and humility, his confidingness in Christ, 
and universal love; whilst spirituality and depth of 
feeling pervade all his writings. Of James we have 
less account, though doubtless he too exhibited a 
marked change in his character. 

Teachings in and near Capernaum. — The twelve 56 
apostles do not appear to have immediately separated 
on their several missionary joumevs. Jesus returned 
to Capernaum, where he healed the favourite servant 
of a Koman centurion, who was not only favourably 
disposed towards the Jewish religion, but had built a 
synagogue, and was probably a proselyte of the gate. 
He also went to the neighbouring city of Nain with 
his disciples, and restored to life, the dead son of a 
widowed mother. John the Baptist, who, as will be 
presently seen, was already in prison, sent two of his 
disciples to ask him if he was really the Messiah. He 
desired the messengers to report to John what they 
saw and heard, *^ how that the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have the gospel preached to them,'' 
according to the prophetic passages m Isaiah by which 
the Messiah was to be recognised. He then delivered 
a discourse to the people on the character of John, and 
the capricious inconsistencies of that generation, who 
when the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drink- 
ing wine, said '^ he hath a devil ; '' and when the Son 
of man came eating and drinking, cried, ^'Behold a 
gluttonous man and a winebibber, a friend of publicans 

tbe other on his left, in the temporal kingdom which they 
expected him to be about to establish (Mark x. 35 — 40^ ; their 
narrowness of heart, in forbidding others to cast out aevils in 
the name of Jesus (Luke ix. 49) ; and their irascibility, in 
asking the Saviour to call down fire from heaven like Elijah, 
to consume the Samaritans, who would not receive him 
(Luke ix. 54). 

E 
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and sinners I " He also denounced woes against the 
neighbouring cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caper- 
naum, where mighty works had been done, without 
being followed by repentance ; and he finished with a 
prayer to the Father and an exhortation to the multi- 
tude. When he had concluded he was entertained in 
the house of a Pharisee named Simon, where a woman 
of Kain washed and anointed his feet. Simon the 
Pharisee was surprised, for the woman was a great 
sinner. But Jesus said, " Those to whom much is for- 
given, the same will love much ; ** and turning to the 
woman, he said, " Thy sins are forgiven ; go in peace I " 

57 Second Messianic journey through OaJilee. — 
After this Jesus proceeded on a second tour through 
Galilee accompanied by his twelve apostles. Accord- 
ing to the gospel narrative, he went through every 
city and village preaching and showing the glad tidings 
of the kingdom of God. This time it is especially 
mentioned that he was attended by three women whom 
he had healed of various infirmities, and who now con- 
tributed to his support from their own private pro- 
perty. These were Mary Magdalene, from whom he 
had turned out seven devils ; Joanna the wife of Chuza, 
who was steward to Herod Antipas the tetrarch of Ga- 
lilee ; and Susanna. Many others are mentioned, but 
not named, *' who ministered to the Lord of their sub- 
stance ;" and it was not an unusual practice amongst 
the Jews thus to contribute to the maintenance of 
their teachers. 

58 Capernaum, Accused of casting out demons 
by the aid of Beelzebub. — When the tour was 
completed Jesus returned to his residence at Caper- 
naum. Here a powerful opposition against him was 
organized by the Pharisees. His own relations tried 
in vain to bring him away from the multitude. A 
blind and dumb man had been brought to him pos- 
sessed with a demon, and he had cast out the devil and 
healed the man of his infirmities. The people were 
amazed and said, *' Is not this the son of David ? ** 
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Then the Pharisees came forward, ** This man,** they 
said, ^^ casteth out devils by the assistance of Beelzebub 
the prince of devils.** This virulent charge was cal- 
culated to create a dangerous reaction in the minds of 
the populace. Individuals accused of dealings with 
the wicked one, of witchcraft or of sorcery, have always 
been regarded with fearful suspicions. Sometimes 
they have been torn in pieces by an infatuated mob ; 
at others they have suffered the most horrible tortures 
that could be inflicted by superstitious and timid tri- 
bunals. Moreover this was peculiarly an age of de- 
monism, a terrible and mystenous interference of Satan, 
from which after generations have been happily freed. 
Jesus therefore replied at length to his accusers. 
"Every kingdom,** he said, "every city, and every 
house divided against itself must lall to pieces. If 
therefore Satan cast out Satan, hpw can his kingdom 
stand ? Moreover, if I by the assistance of Beelzebub 
cast out devils, by whose power is it that the professed 
exorcists amonsst you cast them out ? But if I cast 
out devils by the power of the Spirit of God, then is 
the kingdom of God that was to be established by the 
Messiah already come unto you. Blaspheme not then 
against the Holy Ghost ! Whosoever speaketh against 
the Son shall be forgiven; but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven, neither 
in this world nor in the world to come. By your 
words ye shall be judged!** He conduded his dis- 
course by a powerful exposure of the degeneracy and 
unbelief of that generation, and appears for the time 
to have effectually silenced his opposers. Whilst 
speaking he was told that his mother and brethren 
were standing without, but he stretched forth his hand 
to his disciples and said, " Behold here my mother and 
my brethren! for whosoever doeth the will of my 
Father, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.'/ 

Speaks in parables on Lake Oennesaret. — 59 
Jesus then left the city and proceeded to the shores of 
the neighbouring lake, followed by great multitudes, 

E 2 
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This lake is generally called Lake Gennesaret, though 
it is also named the Sea of Galilee, and Lake Tiberias. 
It is about fourteen miles long, and six in breadth. It 
lies in a quiet valley, and the river Jordan enters it on 
the north, and quits it on the south, leaving scarcely a 
trace of its flow. It is generally calm and clear, but 
liable to be disturbed by sudden tempests. Sometimes 
gusts and squalls descend from the mountains on its 
shores, and break the surface. Sometimes when the 
wind blows strongly from the south-east and meets the 
current of the Jordan, it raises a very high sea. The 
waters abound with various kinds of fish, especially 
chub and a species of carp. Here on this calm lake 
Jesus embarked in a small vessel, and addressed the 
vast crowds who were collected on the sloping shore. 
He spoke in parables.* The first described the various 
persons to wnom the gospel was preached, by the story 
of the sower who scattered his seeds on the way-side, 
on stony places, amongst thorns, and on good ground. 
The second described the children of the kingdom of 
heaven, and the children of the wicked one, by the 
story of the man who sowed good seed in a field, but 
whose enemy came and sowed tares amongst it ; and 
the wheat and tares were not separated until the time 
of harvest or day of judgment. The third likened 
the kingdom of heaven to a grain of mustard seed, 
which became a tree. The fourth likened it to leaven, 
or yeast, which was hid in three measures of meal, but 
gradually leavened the whole lump. Jesus then sent 
away the multitude, and explained to his disciples that 
he had spoken in parables in order that those only who 
could understand them might receive the great truths 
w^hich he came to teach. He expounded the parables 
of the sower and the tares, and further showed them 
how the kingdom of heaven might be compared to a 
treasure hid in a field, which field a man would joy- 

* " A parable is a species of fable or allegorical relation or 
representation of something real in life and nature, from 
whioh a moral is drawn for instruction.*' Webster » 
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fully sell all that he had in order to buy. How it 
mignt be also compared to a costly pearl which a mer- 
chant would buy even if he had to sell all that he had ; 
also to a draught net which was cast into the sea and 
gathered up every variety of things, but when brought 
to shore the good only was preserved, and the bad was 
thrown away. 

Crosses the lake to Qadara, and then returns 60 
to Capernaum. — When Jesus had finished his para«> 
bles and discourses, he was still followed by vast mul- 
titudes. A scribe offered to be with him wherever he 
went ; but he replied, " The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air nave nests, but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.'* Another disciple said, 
"Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father." 
But he replied, " Follow me ! let the dead bury their 
dead." Meantime, he had given directions for crossing 
the lake, and now embarked with his disciples. A 
storm arose, but Jesus lay calmly asleep in the stem. 
His terrified disciples awoke him, but he reproved their 
timidity and want of faith, and said to the sea, " Peace ! 
be still ! " and immediately the wind ceased. At length 
they reached the eastern shore, which was inhabited 
by the Gadarenes or Gergasenes. Here they were met 
by a terrible demoniac, wild and ungovernable, who 
had broken his fetters in pieces, and now wandered at 
will amongst the mountains and tombs. When he saw 
the Lord he cried, " Jesus, thou Son of the most high 
God, torment me not ! " and he acknowledged that he 
was named Legion, from the number of devils who 
possessed him. These demons now prayed that they 
might be permitted to leave the man and enter a large 
herd of swine, which were feeding near. Jesus at once 
gave permission, and 2000 swme were immediately 
possessed by the devils, and rushed down a cliff into 
the sea and were drowned. The people now came out 
and begged Jesus to depart. Accordingly, he recrossed 
the lake and returned to his own city of Capernaum. 
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Here he restored to life the little daughter of Jairus, a 
ruler of the synago^e, and also healed two blind men 
and a dumb demoniac. 

61 Third ICeasianic jouniey through Galilee. — 
Jesus then revisited his native town of Nazareth, but 
met with the same insinuations and unbelief as on the 
previous occasion. From thence he appears to have 
set out on his third circuit of Galilee, for " he went 
about in all the cities and villages, teaching in the 
synagogues, preaching the gospel, and heafing dis- 
eases." 

62 Sends out the 12 apostles. — Jesus was moved 
with compassion when he saw the fainting and scat- 
tered multitudes. He called together the 12 apostles, 
whom he had previously ordained, and sent them out 
on their seversu apostolic journeys, two by two, with 
power to heal diseases and cast out demons. First of 
all, however, he charged them that their mission was 
to Jews only ; that they were to take no care for their 
subsistence, and to fear no persecutions, which he him- 
self would also share ; and he desired them to preach 
the gospel boldly, and encouraged them with the pro- 
mise that whosoever received them, his ministers, 
should receive equal reward as though they had re- 
ceived him, their Divine Master. Jesus then returned 
to Capernaum. 

63 Herod Antipas beheads John the Baptist, and 
hears of Jesus. — It will be now necessary to return 
to the political history. Pontius Pilate was procurator 
of Ju^a and Samaria ; Herod Antipas was tetraxch 
of Galilee and Southern Peraea ; Herod Philip was 
tetrarch of Northern Persea. It is Herod Antipas that 
now appears on the stage of New Testament history. 
Antipas was originally married to the daughter of 
Aretas, a king of Arabia Petrsea, which bordered Pa- 
lestine on the south and east.* Subsequently during 

* The kings of this Arabian territory were always' named 
Aretas. 
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a visit to Rome he had fallen in love with Herodias, a 
violent and wicked woman. This Herodias was the 
daughter of the ill-fated Aristobulus, the son of Herod 
I. and Mariamne, who had been executed by his own 
father. She married another son of Herod I., named 
Philip, not the tetrarch, but a rich private individual 
of the same name, who lived at Rome. Herodias was 
thus the wife of her own uncle, which was contrarv to 
the law.'*' She was now bold enough to divorce ner- 
self from her husband Philip and marry Antipas, who 
on his part agreed to divorce himself from the daugh- 
ter of Aretas. John the Baptist reproached Antipas 
with this unlawful marriage. Herodias desired that 
he should be immediately executed. Antipas was 
afraid, because John was esteemed by the multitude as 
a prophet. Moreover, he himself reverenced the Bap- 
tist and heard his sermons with pleasure, knowing him 
to be a just and holy man. But the wicked and blood- 
thirsty Herodias was determined on revenge. Stung 
by the just reproaches of John, she waited for a favour- 
able moment to effect his destruction. He had been 
already in prison for more than a year in the castle of 
Machserus, at the southern extremity of Persea, near 
the Dead Sea. The birth-day of Herod Antipas ar- 
rived, and he gave a great supper to his lords and cap- 
tains. During the feast Herodias sent her young 
daughter Salome, whom she had had by Philip, to 
dance before the guests. Antipas was pleased with the 
performance, and said to the young damsel, ^' Ask what 
you will and I will give it you, even to the half of my 
kingdom." Salome went to consult Herodias, who 
directed her to ask for the head of John. Antipas was 

* Herod I. had ten different wives, and so many children 
that their history is rather confusing. Five only of his sons 
require to be remembered by the reader, yiz. Aristobulua, one 
of the two sons of Mariamne who were executed ( see sect. 
29) ; Archelaus, ethnarch of Judoia and Samaria ; Herod An- 
tipas, tetrarch of Galilee and Southern Feraea ; Herod Philip, 
tetrarch of Northern Peraea ; and Herod Philip II., the pri- 
vate individual, who married his niece Herodias. 
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exceedingly grieved at the request, but dared not re- 
call his words. The Baptist was executed, and Salome 
carried his head in a charger to her bloody-minded 
mother ; but the disciples of John obtained the body 
and laid it in a tomb, and then went and told Jesus. 
Not long afterwards Aretas marched against Antipas 
to revenge the divorcing of his daughter. The army 
of Antipas was destroyed, and the Jews generally re- 
garded it as a punishment from God, for the execution 
of John. The war was at last concluded by the in- 
terference of the Roman president of Syria. 
64 Return of the 12 apostles: miracle of the 
loaves and fishes. — Meantime the 12 apostles re- 
turned from their missionary labours. Jesus advised 
that they should retire with him to some desert spot 
and rest. Accordingly, they all left Capernaum, and 
privately embarked on the lake and sailed to Beth- 
saida. This Bethsaida was not the town in the neigh- 
bourhood of Capernaum, but a desert place called by 
the same name, on the north-eastern shore of the lake, 
and included in the territory of Gaulonitis, which 
formed part of the tetrarchy of Herod Philip.* Here, 
in this retired spot, mtiltitudes from the neighbouring 
cities gathered round Jesus. He taught and healed 
many ; but at last his disciples besought him to send 
the crowd away. Jesus however ordered them all to 
sit down. Five thousand people were present, be- 
sides women and children. He then took all the pro- 
visions his disciples had, namely, five barley loaves and 
two small fishes, and distributed this small supply 
amongst the people. All however had sufficient to 
eat, and twelve baskets were filled with the fragments ; 
and the multitude acknowledged that he was the pro- 
phet who was to come into the world. 

* This desert of Bethsaida is also mentioned as being in 
Decapolis, or " ten cities," a territory of very doubtful limits 
and extent, along the eastern bank of the Jordan and lake 
Gennesaret, 'which obtained its name because It at one time 
included ten cities. 
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Falae notions of his Messiahship amongpst the 65 
multitude and his own disciples. — An immense 
number of Jews now believed tbat Jesus was tbe Cbrist 
or Messiah tbat bad been foretold ; but tbey misinter-> 
preted tbe propbecies. By tbe light of tbe gospel we 
can now see that tbe Spirit of &od, working m tbe 
hearts of tbe prophets, bad enabled them to describe 
the life, tbe person, and the fate of tbe Saviour, and 
even paint him before our eyes. We can now see tbat 
tbe Messiah, the Son of God manifested in the flesh, was 
to establish a spiritual kin^om, to beat down Satan 
under his feet, to conquer sm and death, and to estab- 
lish an everlasting dominion over all thrones, princi- 
palities, and powers. But, alas for the reli^ous de- 
gradation of tbe Jews! these glorious visions of a 
spiritual future they interpreted in a literal and earthly 
sense. The Messiah tbey expected was to bringback 
the brilliant but temporal glories of the era of David 
and Solomon. A king of the house of David was to 
arise and subdue all enemies, restore all captives, and 
rule over the whole nation. The Roman empire, with 
all its overwhelming forces, and all the kingdoms of 
the earth, were to be overthrown by tbe stone cut out 
without hands. Universal peace, wealth, and abund- 
ance were to fill the land of promise. All traces of 
idolatry were to be destroyed ; and Jerusalem was to 
be at once the metropolis of the world, where all the 
heathen should come and give their hearts to God. 
Such a king, deliverer, and conqueror the people now 
saw in the person of Jesus. Tbey knew his lineage, 
they saw bis miracles, and tbey beard his words. The 
enormous multitudes whom he had miraculously fed 
were desirous of making him king by force. He how- 
ever directed his disciples to enter a ship and proceed 
across the lake cither to Capernaum or else to the other 
Bethsaida in Galilee, whilst he himself retired into a 
mountain to pray. The night was dark and the winds 
were contrary ; the disciples were therefore compelled 
to toil with their oars. When they bad reached about 
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two-thirds of the distance and it was nearly morning, 
Jesus suddenly appeared to them walking on the sea, 
and desired them not to he afraid. Peter left the ship 
and walked on the waves towards him, hut his faith 
gave way and he hegan to sink. Jesus saved him, and 
when they both entered the vessel the wind ceased, 
and all on hoard worshipped the Lord and acknow- 
ledged him to be the Son of God. At length they 
landed at Capernaum. Meantime the multitude on 
the opposite snore had followed him across the lake. 
Jesus then delivered a discourse, in which he reproved 
them for having followed him merelv for the sake of 
the loaves and fishes, and opened their eyes to the 
truly spiritual nature of the kingdom he was about 
to establish on the earth. The audience appear to 
have been disappointed, and many even of his disciples 
murmured at his sayings and left him from that time. 
But the twelve apostles whom he had chosen still con- 
tinued faithful in their faith and profession. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THIRD TEAS OF CHBIST^S MIN'ISTET. 

66 Easter Capemaiim. Discussion conceming 
A. D. 29, the traditionary law. — There is no men- 
*o ^iV* tion of Jesus having kept the third Passover 
' of his ministry at Jerusalem. After it was 
over, and whilst he was at Capernaum, a deputation of 
scribes and Pharisees came to him from the capital to 
ask why his disciples acted contrary to the tradition- 
ary law, which ordered the Jews to wash their hands 
before eating, and to plunge them into water after 
coming from market ; and also required the washing 
of cups, pots, brazen vessels, and tables.* Jesus re- 
plied by contradicting the authority of the traditionary 

* For an account of the origin of their code of traditionary 
law amongst the Jews, see sect. 16. 
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law, which often set aside the sacred commandments 
of God. He showed how the Divine command, ^^ Hon- 
our thy father and thy mother," which plainly re- 
quired that a son should support his parents, was set 
aside by a traditionaiy law. For if a son only said, 
" All my property is Corban, or a eift consecrated to 
God," he was not only absolved uom relieving his 
father and mother, but it was absolutely unlawful for 
him to do so, though at the same time he was not 
bound by his words to devote his property to sacred 
uses. Jesus then showed to the multitude that it was 
sin which defiled a man, and not the mere eating with 
unwashed hands and non-observance of traditionary 
ceremonies ; and we do not read that the Pharisees at- 
tempted to reply to his discourse. 

Miscellaneous journeys from Gapemaum. — 67 
Jesus seems to have made several journeys to and from 
Capernaum, without undertaking a re^lar circuit. 
He proceeded to the borders of the Phoenician territory 
of "^re and Sidon, and healed the daughter of a Syro- 
Phoenician woman, who was possessed by a devil. In 
the desert of Bethsaida on the eastern shore of Lake 
Grennesaret he cured a deaf man with an impediment 
in his speech, and healed a blind man, and again mira- 
culously fed a lar^e multitude of 4000 with seven 
loaves and a few fishes. Before he returned to Galilee 
he also visited the town of Caesarea Philippi, anciently 
called Paneas, at the sources of the Jordan, and in the 
tetrarchy of Herod Philip. This city haid been en- 
larged bv Philip, and named after himself and theem- 
peror of Rome. It must be distinguished from the 
Caesarea on the coast of Samaria, where the Roman 
procurators of Judaea resided. 

Transflg^uration on ICount Tabor. — We have 68 
now to record the solemn event in the mortal life of 
Jesus, know^ by the name of the transfi^ration. 
Tradition, which must not be lightly set aside, fixes 
Mount Tabor as the place where these celestial appear- 
ances occurred. Jesus and his disciples had left Oacsa- 
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rea Philippi for Southern Galilee. Here he took his 
three favoured apostles, Peter, John, and James the 
elder, into a high mountain to pray. Mount Tabor is 
the loftiest, the most prominent, and the most beauti- 
ful mountain in Palestine. It unites the glory of 
Lebanon with the excellency of Carmel. It stands 
like the altar of a land whicn is itself the temple of 
God. Here Jesus prayed, and gradually his counten- 
ance changed, his face shone as the sun, and his rai- 
ment was white with light. Peter and the two other 
disciples became heavy with sleep. When they awoke 
they saw that two men had appeared in glory, Moses 
and Elijah, who now conversed with Jesus about the 
decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. At 
length, these two ^eat representatives of the law and 
the prophets havmg departed, Peter said to Jesus, 
** Master, it is good for us to remain here ; let us make 
three tabernacles, one for thee, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah. For he wist not what to say." Whilst 
he thus spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them all, 
and a voice said, " This is my beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased : hear ye him ! " The three disciples 
fell on their faces with fear. Jesus touched them, and 
they saw that he was alone. They then descended the 
mount, and Jesus desired them to keep secret what 
they had seen until the Son of man had risen from the 
dead. The three disciples could not understand his 
words, and said to him, ** Why do the scribes say that 
Elijah must first come before the Messiah appears?*'* 
Jesus answered, "Elijah is come already, and they 
knew him not, but rejected him and did unto him as 
they pleased : even so must the Son of man suffer of 
them." Then they knew that Jesus spoke unto them 
of John the Baptist. On descending the mountain 
they found that a demoniac had been brought to the 
other disciples, who could not dispossess him. Jesus 

* Here as elsewhere I hare paraphrased the words of our 
Lord and of his disciples, in order to convey their meaning 
the more fully to the general reader. 
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cast out the demon, and told them in private that they 
had failed because of their unbelief. Je^us then re- 
turned to Capernaum, and would not enter Judaea be- 
cause the Jews sought to kill him, and he thus pre- 
dicted his death and resurrection to his disciples : '^ The 
Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men, 
and they shall kill him, and after that he shall rise 
again : " but they understood him not. 

Decline of our Iiord's influence in Galilee. — 69 
Jesus and his disciples appear to have stayed only a 
short time at Capernaum. His followers in Galilee 
had decreased, for he had contradicted the idea that he 
was about to establish an earthly kingdom. The Jews 
in Jud<ea were active in their eEimity, for they regard- 
ed him as the leader of a new and hostile sect, equally 
opposed to the traditions of the bigoted Pharisees and 
the cold and careless philosophy of the aristocratic 
Sadducees. Jesus could not even pay the ordinary 
temple tribute without a miracle ; and the half-shekel 
for the purpose was taken from the mouth of a fish 
caught by Peter. Some of the disciples still clung to 
the nope of an earthly dominion, and disputed amongst 
themselves as to which of them would be the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus then took a little 
child for his text, and placed it in the midst and said, 
" Except ye be converted and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven ; and 
whosoever shall humble himself as this little child, 
shall be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." He 
then exhorted his disciples to humility, forbearance, 
and brotherly love ; warned them against all sinful in- 
fluences which might endanger their spiritual life ; and 
concluded a lengthened discourse by relating the pa- 
rable of the unmerciful servant, who, whilst his hea- 
venly Father had forgiven him his enormous debt, 
threw one of his own lellow servants into prison for a 
trifling amount. 

Jerusalem: the Feast of Tabernacles. — Six 70 
months of the third and last year of Jesus*s public min- 
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istr^ had now passed away. The feast of Tabernacles, 
which began this year on October 11th, was approach- 
ing. His kinsmen still disbelieved in his Divine origin 
and dignity. They, like the general mass of his fol- 
lowers, desired to see him establish an earthly throne 
and temporal dominion. They neither could nor would 
understand that spiritual sovereignty, that empire of 
the soul, that universal church, which he as the Mes- 
siah was about to erect upon earth under the glorious 
name of " the kingdom of heaven." They now said 
to him, " Go into Judsea and show thy works ! If you 
can do these things, show thyself to the world ! " Jesus 
replied, ^^ My time is not yet come;" and he remained 
in Galilee. They then went themselves to Jerusalem 
to keep the feast, and were privately followed by Jesus. 
Meantune the people of Jeiusalem murmured at his 
continued absence. A variety of opinions were afloat 
concerning him, but no one spoke openly for fear of 
the Sanhedrim, whose authority had greatly increased 
under the Roman procurators. The feast of Taber- 
nacles lasted seven davs. About the middle of it Jesus 
appeared in the temple and taught. The people were 
surprised at his knowledge of the Scriptures, for they 
knew that he had not been educated by a Kabbi. Jesus 
then said, ** My doctrine is the doctrine of him who 
sent me, why go ye about to kill me ? I healed the 
cripple at Bethesda on the sabbath day, and ye circum- 
cise on the sabbath day. You circumcise on the sab-< 
bath in order to keep the law : I have healed on the 
sabbath in order to restore the man. Judge therefore 
righteously, and not according to appearances ! " 
71 The Sanhedrim attempt to arrest Jesus. — The 
news of this bold discourse was carried to the Sanhe- 
drim, and they sent their officers to arrest Jesus, but 
no man could take him because hb hour was not yet 
come. The officers returned to the Sanhedrim, and on 
being asked why they had not brought Jesus, replied, 
*^ Never man spake like this man." The Pharisees in 
the council were now enraged with the officers. " Are 
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ye also deceived ? ** they cried, " Have any of the mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrim, or even of the sect of the Phari* 
sees, belieyed on Jesus ? But this deluded people, who 
know nothing of the law, are cursed." Nicodemus now 
spoke. His eyes had been opened by Jesus to the 
errors and perverseness of the Pharisees in the me- 
morable conversation that they had held at night, two 
years and a half before. He therefore asked, '* Doth 
our law judge any man before it hear him, and know 
what he doeth?** The Pharisees now retorted upon 
Nicodemujs : " Art thou also of Gralilee ? Search the 
prophecies and look : for out of Galilee ariseth no such 
prophet as the Messiah is to be." The assembly was 
then dissolved. Meanwhile Jesus continued his teach- 
ings. On the last day of the feast the people were 
fairly divided in 'their opinion as to whether he was 
the Messiah or not. The next day the Pharisees 
brought to him a woman who had been convicted of 
adultery, in expectation that he would pardon her 
crime, in opposition to the law of Moses, which decreed 
death by stoning. But Jesus said, ** He that is with- 
out sin among you, let him cast the first stone;" and 
the questioners left the temple abashed. He then de- 
livered a lon^ discourse to the Pharisees and multi- 
tude, in which he explained and declared his divine 
mission — "Before Abraham was I am!" The Jews 
took up stones to stone him, but he escaped through 
the midst of the crowd. Shortly afterwards he healed 
a man on the sabbath day, who was bom blind. The 
man dectared his belief in Jesus as the Messiah, and 
was excommunicated by the Pharisees from the syna- 
gogue. Jesus then delivered a second discourse, in 
which he described himself under the parable of the 
Good Shepherd; but the Jews were still divided in 
their opinions. 

Feast of Dedication : Jesus flies to Betliabara 72 
in Pereea. — After the feast of Tabernacles Jesus pro- 
bably returned to Capernaum, and then journeyed 
again to Jerusalem in the beginning of December to 
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keep the feast of Dedication. The Gospels however do 
not mention any event as having transpired within this 
period. The feast of Dedication, which had been in- 
stituted to celebrate the purification of the temple by 
Judas Maccabeus, commenced this year on Dec. 19th, 
and at this winter time Jesus is mentioned as walking 
in the temple in Solomon's porch. Here the Jews 
gathered round him, and he discoursed concerning his 
Messiahship, but the people sought to arrest him. He 
then fled to Fersea beyond Jordan to Bethabara, where 
John had baptized, and here many of the people be- 
lieved. 
73 Raising of Lazarus : Jesus returns to Gaper- 
naiun. — At this time a man named Lazarus was living 
with his two sisters, Maij and Martha, at Bethany, a 
village about two miles from Jerusalem. Now Jesus 
loved this family, and Lazarus having fallen danger- 
ously ill, the two sisters sent for him. Jesus was tnen 
in Peraea, about one day's journey from Bethany. Two 
days after he received the message, he said to his dis- 
ciples, " Let us return to Judsea." They replied, 
** Master, the Jews of late have sought to stone thee, 
and goest thou thither again ? '' Jesus made a few re- 
marks, and at last announced the death of Lazarus. 
Subsequently, he went to Bethany with his disciples. 
Meantime Lazarus had been buried four days, and 
several Jews had gone to the house to comfort the two 
sisters. Martha came out to meet Jesus, and declared 
her belief that he was the Son of God. Then Mary 
came and fell at his feet, and said, ^* Lord, if thou hadst 
been here my brother had not died." When he saw 
her weeping, and the Jews weeping around, he groaned 
and wept, and they showed him the sepulchre. He 
ordered them to take awav the stone, and offered a 
prayer to the Father, and then cried with a loud voice, 
" Lazarus, come forth ! " And he that was dead came 
forth, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes ; and his 
face was bound about with a napkin. And Jesus said 
to them, " Loose him and let him go ! " The news of 



A. D. 29, 30* Christ's ministry. 65 

this astounding miracle, which alone was sufficient to 
announce the authority of Jesus over death and Satan, 
speedily reached the ears of the Sanhedrim. The 
members were alarmed lest the people should at once 
believe him to be the Messiah and make him their king, 
and then revolt against the Romans; a revolution 
which they considered would be speedily crushed by 
the Roman legions, who would then remove all power 
from the Sanhedrim and other national tribunals, and 
establish martial law and military despotism. Caia- 
phas, the high priest and president of tne Sanhedrim, 
declared in council that it was better for one man to 
die than for the whole nation to perish. Jesus now fled 
to Ephraim, about 18 miles north of Jerusalem, and 
from thence appears to have proceeded to his own city 
of Capernaum, though no records of the last journey 
are to be found in the Gospels. 

Residence at Capernaum: sends out the se- 74 
venty disciples. — Jesus seems to have remained but 
a very few months in Galilee. It is difficult to arrange 
the exact order of events. He appears to have again de- 
termined on going to Jerusalem, and to have sent mes* 
sengers to a Samaritan village to prepare for his recep- 
tion there. The Samaritans refused to receive him, and 
John and James the elder asked him to call down fire 
from heaven like Elijah and consume them. Jesus re- 
buked their spirit and returned to Capernaum. Here he 
prepared for his fourth and last circuit through Galilee. 
He appointed seventy disciples, and sent them out two 
by two to every city which he intended to visit, first 
delivering to them a similar charge to that which he 
had previously addressed to the twelve apostles. The 
period of their absence is unknown. Th^ir several 
missions were attended with success, and they returned 
rejoicing, especially in the power which they had ex- 
ercised of casting out devils in the name of Jesus. 
About this time Jesus was asked by a lawyer what he 
should do to inherit eternal life. Jesus referred him to 
the law — " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
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thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind ; and thy neighhour 
as thyself." The lawyer said, "Who is my neigh- 
bour r " Then Jesus replied, by relating the parable 
of the good Samaritan, by which he showed both him 
and all the by-standers that the pure spirit of love has 
no limits ; and that it must not only be practised to- 
ward Jews, but toward all men of whatsoever family 
or nation, the Gentile whom they despised, or the Sa- 
maritan whom they hated. 
75 Fourth Messianic journey through. Oalilee. — ^It 
is impossible to trace the historical order of the events 
of this last journey through Galilee. Our LfOrd*s mis- 
sion upon earth was dra\¥ing to a close. The hour of 
his last agony was approaching. We have no geo- 
CTaphical data for ascertaining the compass of his 
journey, but it appears to have partaken of the cba* 
racter of a circuitous route, which was to terminate at 
Jerusalem. His miracles called forth similar remarks 
and accusations as on former occasions. His healing 
a demoniac was again ascribed to the interposition of 
Beelzebub. His eating with unwsshen hands again 
excited the astonishment of the Pharisees, and 1^ to 
a discourse against their hypocrisy and carnal right- 
eousness. His sermons were still of the same charac* 
ter, and it would almost appear that many of them 
were repetitions of the same Divine words which 
he had spoken on former occasions, intermingled with 
fresh illustrations and parables. He prescribed to his 
disciples a form of prayer, and delivered a discourse 
on the subject. He related the parables of the rich 
man, who laid up treasure for himself and not for 
God ; of the fig tree that would bear no fruit ; of the 
great supper to which many were called, but from 
which all who were bidden began to make excuse ; 
of the hundred sheep and of the ten pieces of silver ; 
of the prodigal son ; of the unjust steward ; and of the 
rich man and Lazarus. Meantime however the Phari- 
sees were every where exerting their influence against 
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him. His life was threatened hy the tetrarch Herod ' 
Antipas. Even the people who came in crowds to 
listen to his teachings declined in faith. At one vil- 
lage ten lepers prayed him to have mercy upon them. 
He sent them to the priests. On their way they were 
healed. But only one, and he was a Samaritan, re- 
turned to give thanks and glorify God. 

liast journey from Gcmlee through. Pereea to 76 
Jerusalem. — The fourth Passover now drew near, 
and Jesus hegan his last journey from Galilee to Jem* 
salem. The Samaritans, as we have already seen, 
refused to entertain him. He therefore crossed the 
Jordan and proceeded through Persea to Judaea. Here 
he was followed by vast multitudes, whom he taught 
and healed. The Pharisees, as usual, pursued him with 
their questions. They asked him wnen the kingdom 
of God should come, upon which he delivered a long 
discourse upon the subject to them and to his disciples, 
in which he endeavoured to banish from their minds 
the last hope that he was about to establish a mere 
earthly dominion. " The kingdom of God is spiritual, 
and Cometh not with outward show. Men shall not 
cry, Lo here ! or lo there ! as though some temporal 
sovereignty was about to be established before your 
eyes, for I tell you that the kingdom of God is to be 
established within your hearts. Deceivers will arise 
and men will cry, * See here ! ' or ' see there ! ' but 
go not after them. The Son of man will indeed come, 
but first must suffer many things and be rejected of 
this generation. And then when he comes, unbelievers 
will be punished as they were by the deluge in the 
days of Noah, and by the brimstone fire in the^days of 
Lot, and few will be able to stand the trial."" Jesus 
concluded his sermon by two parables. First, he taught 
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint, and 
illustrated the efficacy of constant prayer by the para- 
ble of the woman, who continually cried to the unjust 
judge. Secondly, he taught that men must beware of 
presuming on self-righteousness, and of despising re- 
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pentant sinners, and illustrated the evils of this sin by 
the beautiful parable of the Pharisee and the publican. 
When he had finished, the Pharisees endeavoured to 
involve him in an argument upon divorcement, for the 
two great Pharisaic schools of Hillel and Schammai 
were chiefly divided upon this question. Jesus how- 
ever denied the right of any one to put awav his wife. 
A certain young man, who was very wealthy, next 
came to him, and said, '^ Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life ? " Jesus replied, " Keep the com- 
mandments I ** But the young man said he had done so 
from his youth up. Then Jesus beholding him, loved 
him, and said, '^ One thing thou lackest : go thy way, 
sell whatsoever thou hast, and give it to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven : and come, take 
up the cross, and follow me." The young man de- 
parted very sorrowful, and Jesus took the opportunity 
of showing his disciples how hardly a rich man could 
enter into the kingdom of God ; but that all who left 
relations and riches for the gospel's sake, should re- 
ceive an hundred-fold and mherit eternal life. He 
concluded this sermon also with a parable, in which he 
explained the peculiar character of the Jews and Gen- 
tiles in the kingdom of God, by^the beautiful story of 
the labourers in the vineyard. 
77 Keaches Bethany and Jerusalem. — At last 
Jesus and his disciples entered Judaea. The disciples 
began to be alarmed, and he took the twelve apart and 
explained to them all that was to happen, and bow the 
wntings of the prophets were to be accomplished at Je- 
rusalem. The twelve however could not understand 
him. The expectation of an earthly kingdom still lin- 
gered in their nearts. Two of them, John and James 
the elder, who belonged to the favoured three, came to 
him with their mother Salome, and begged that they 
might sit one on his right hand and the other on his 
left when he had established his kingdom. He replied, 
that it should be given to them for whom it was pre- 
pared by the Fatner ; and seeing that the other ten 
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disciples Tcere displeased with James and John, he de- 
clared that in his spiritual kingdom they should not 
exercise power like the princes of the Roman empire, 
who were in their turn suhject to higher authonties. 
He then passed through Jericho, healing one hlind roan 
as he entered it, and two hlind men as he left it. He 
visited Zaccheus, who was a chief of the puhlicans, or 
general receiver of the money ; and he delivered a dis- 
course on the mysteries of the kingdom of God, and 
illustrated it hy the parahle of the nohleman, who, when 
ahout to go into a far country, gave different sums of 
minas or pounds to each of his ten servants, with or- 
ders to employ the money until his return. At length 
Jesus reacned Bethany, six days hefore the feast of 
Passover. 



CHAPTER Vlir. 

PASSION WEEK. 



Ist day, Sunday. The Sanhedrim try ^ ^ .^ 78 
to arrest Jesus. — The last week of our 
Lord*8 life on earth was now commencing. He resided 
at Bethany with Lazarus and his two sisters, hut made 
frequent visits to Jerusalem, which was only two miles 
distant. Meanwhile the Sanhedrim were endeavour- 
ing to take hoth Jesus and Lazarus. At Bethany 
Jesus was entertained hy Simon the leper, and Lazarus 
sat at the tahle whilst M artha served ; and Mary poured 
the very precious spikenard on his head, and anointed 
his feet and wiped them Math her hair. The disciples 
angrily inquired the reason of the waste. Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, asked why the ointment 
was not sold for 300 denarii and given to the poor, not 
however because he cared for the poor, hut because he 
was a thief and carried the bag, or common purse of the 
disciples. But Jesus replied, "Let her alone! she 
hath done a good work on me. Ye always have the 
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poor -with you, but me ye have not always. She is 
come beforehand to anoint my body for the burial ; 
and wheresoever this gospel shall be preached, that 
which this woman hath done shall be told for a me- 
morial of her." 
79 2nd day, Monday. Messianic procession into 
Jerusalem. — The news had now reached Jerusalem 
that Jesus was at Bethany. The report had spread 
throughout the capital that the Messiah was commg to 
establish the throne of his father David. The whole 
population were aroused. The people took branches 
of palm trees and went out to meet Jesus, crying, " Ho- 
sanna ! blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the Lord." On the same morning Jesus had 
already prepared for his public entry into Jerusalem 
in accordance with the words of Zechariah (ix. 9) : 

*' Tell ye the daughter of SioB, 
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
Meek and sitting upon an ass, 
And upon a colt the foal of an ass." 

On reaching the Mount of Olives on his way from 
Bethany to Jerusalem, he had sent two of his disciples 
to the neighbouring village of Bethphage to bring him 
an ass*s colt, which they would find tied, and on which 
no man had ever sat. The disciples brought the colt 
and cast their garments upon it, and Jesus sat thereon. 
A vast multitude were now assembled. The people 
strewed the way with their garments and with brancnes 
from the trees. Rejoicings and praises filled the air, 
and as Jesus descended the Mount of Olives, the crowd 
of disciples cried, '^ Blessed is the King that cometh in 
the name of the Lord : peace in heaven, and glory in 
the highest." The Pharisees in the multitude said to 
him, " Master, rebuke thy disciples ! " But he replied, 
" I tell you that if they held their peace, the very 
stones would cry out.** Those who went before and 
those who followed still continued crying, ^^ Hosaima ! 
blessed b he that cometh in the name of the Lord ! 
blessed be the kingdom of our father David that 
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cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest ! " When Jesus approached the city and saw 
Jenisaleni lying before him in peaceful repose, he burst 
into tears; for he saw with prophetic eye the war-stoniis 
which were to roll up towards its walls, the trench the 
Romans would dig and the fortifications they would 
erect against the holy city, and all the direful horrors 
that would ensue. Jesus then entered the temple. 
The Pharisees said to each other, '' Behold, the world 
is gone after him." The members of the Sanhedrim 
who were present were displeased at hearing the chil- 
dren cry, ^*- Hosanna to the Son of David," and remon- 
strated with Jesus himself, but he replied, ^* Have ye 
never read. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
I have perfected praise P " (Ps. viii. 2.) In the midst 
of the temple a voice came from heaven, saying, '^ I have 
both glorified thy name, and will glorify it again." 
Some of the people thought it thundered, and others 
that an angel spoKe. 'Jesus then spoke to his disciples 
and the multitude of his coming death, and afterwards 
retired privately and hid himself lest the people should 
make him king, and probably also lest the popular com- 
motion should lead to an insurrection against the Ro- 
man supremacy. And when the evening had come he 
returned to Bethany with the twelve and lodged there. 

3rd day, Tuesday. Second cleansing of the 80 
temple. — The next morning Jesus again left Bethany 
and proceeded to Jerusalem. On his way he hungered, 
and seeing a fig-tree in the distance bearing leaves, he 
went up to it, out found that it bore nothmg but the 
leaves. He then said to it, '^ Let no fruit grow on thee 
henceforth forever." On reaching Jerusalem, he again 
entered the temple, and took this opportunity of exer- 
cising his prophetic mission in the same manner as he 
had commenc^ it. He turned out the traders and 
money-changers from the court of the Grentiles, say- 
ing, ^^ My house shall be called a house of prayer, but 
ye have made it a den of thieves " (Isa. Ivi. i). The 
news was carried to the Sanhedrim, and they sought 
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to .destroy him, but feared the people ; and at night he 
again left the city, and probably returned to Bethany. 

81 4t]i day , Weanesday. Coxuerences, discourses, 
and propliecies. — Next morning Jesus again pro- 
ceeded to Jerusalem with his disciples. On passing 
the fig tree which he had cursed the preceding day, 
the disciples found that it had withered away ; and he 
took the opportunity of exhorting them on the efficacy 
of faith and prayer. The events of this day are re- 
corded at great length. During the morning Jesus 
received deputations from the Sanhedrim and princi- 
pal Jewish sects ; he next delivered a series of dis- 
courses to his disciples and the multitude. And in 
the evening he appears to have retired to the Mount 
of Olives with the chosen twelve, and to have pro- 
phetically described the future troubles and his ovm 
second coming. The history of the day is therefore 
separable into three divisions, viz. conferences, dis- 
courses, and prophecies. 

82 Conferences with deputations from the Sanhe- 
drim, Pharisees, and Sadducees. — The deputations 
seem to have come to Jesus in the following order. 
First, the Sanhedrim were anxious to know if Jesus 
possessed any power beyond his mere popularity with 
the multitude, and were also desirous of entrapping 
him with making such admissions as would either ruin 
his popularity, or entail upon himself a charge of blas- 
phemy. They had seen him purify the temple of the 
merchants and others, and had heard him preach the 
gospel to the people, and therefore took the opportu- 
nity of sending a deputation of their number to pub- 
licly ask him in the temple by what and by whose au- 
thority he acted. Jesus then said, ^^I will at once 
reply to your question if you will answer one of mine. 
The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or was it of 
men ? ** The deputation were now in a dilemma. If 
they replied, " from heaven," they knew that Jesus 
would say, " Why then did you not believe him?" and 
if they replied, "of men," the anger of the masses 
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-i^ould be aroused, for they all regarded John as a pro- 
phet. They accordingly answered, " We cannot tell." 
Then said Jesns, " Neither tell I you by what authority 
I do these things." He then, whilst the multitude 
were standing rounds told them three parables. The 
first was the story of two sons who were ordered by 
their father to work in his vineyard. One, who repre- 
sented the publicans and sinners, said he would not eo, 
but afterwards repented and went. The other, wno 
represented the insincere Pharisaic professors, said, '* I 
so," and went not. The second was the story of a 
lord who planted a vineyu*d and let it out to husband- 
men, namely, to the Jews. But when he sent his 
servants, that is, the prophets, to warn the nation to 
yield up the fruits of a good and holy life, the servants, 
or prophets, were persecuted. Therefore the vineyard 
was given to others, namely, to the Gentiles. The 
third was the story of the marriage of the king's son, 
in which was shown how God himself had sent his 
servants to preach the gospel to his chosen people the 
Jews, and bring them to the marriage-feast of Christ 
and his church. But the Jews made light of the gos- 
pel, and their nation and city were destroyed, and the 
servants were sent to preach to the Gentiles. The 
members of the Sanhedrim listened to these powerful 
rebukes with the intensest rage, and would nave ar- 
rested Jesus on the spot, had they not been restrained 
by the multitude, wno evidently regarded him as a 
prophet. Next came the Pharisees. The leaders of 
this sect had again consulted with the Herodians, whom 
the Passover had attracted to Jerusalem, as to how to 
entangle Jesus in his talk. Accordingly a deputation 
came to him with the artful question, ^* Is it lawful to 
pay the tribute to Caesar, or not? " a question which if 
answered in the affirmative would deprive him of the 
support of the people, if in the negative would render 
him amenable to Pilate the procurator. Jesus saw 
their intent, and said, ** Show me the Roman money 
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with which the tribute is paid?" A denarius was 
accordingly brought. '^ Whose is this image and su- 
perscription ? " said he. They replied, "Caesar's." 
^^Then," said he, "render up to Csesar the things that 
are Caesar's, and unto (rod the things that are GodV* 
Thus broadly stating the grand truth, that his divine 
mission was not to decide upon what was due to earthly 
kinjgs, but to declare those spiritual requirements 
which were necessary in all who would enter into the 
kingdom of God. The deputation were unable to re- 
ply, and departed abashed. Last came the Sadducees, 
who disbelieved in any existence after death. These 
knew that Jesus uphela the laws of Moses, but preached 
the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, and they 
wished to oblise him to give up one or the other. Now, 
according to the laws of Moses, if a man died without 
children his brother was to marry his widow, and 
whatever children they miffht afterwards have, were 
to be regarded as the children of the first husband. 
They therefore put to him the following case. There 
were seven brothers. The first died leaving no family. 
The second married the widow, and also died without 
issue. Then the third married her, and died in his 
turn. In short, all the seven brothers one after the 
other married the woman, and each died in succession 
without leaving a single heir. " Now," said the Sad- 
ducees, " whose wife shall the woman be in the day ot 
the resurrection ? " The reply of Jesus may be thus 
expressed. "You neither know the Scriptures, nor 
understand the power of God. First, the Scriptures 
expressly declare that there is a future state. Moses 
himself calls Jehovah the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, who must have been then existing, though 
in another world ; for the Lord is God of the living, 
and not of the dead. Secondly, such is the power of 
God, that in the world to come there is neither marry^ 
ing nor giving in marriage, for the children of (rod are 
egual unto the angels.*\ Certain scribes now exclaimed. 
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<* Master, thou hast spoken well;" and henoeforth no 
man dared to ask him any more questions, but the 
common people heard hun gladly. 

Discourses upon the unbelief of the Jews and 63 
vices of the Pharisees. — Notwithstanding his mi- 
racles and sayings, the Jewish nation refused to receive 
Jesus as the Messiah. A few of the chief men believed 
in his spiritual mission, but would not confess it lest 
they should be excommunicated from the synagc^ue. 
Jesus cried aloud in the temple and expostulated with 
the people, and his discourse* is deeply af^ectins and 
full of sublime hidden meaning. But the world Knew 
him not ; his own received him not ; and the nation 
who would follow any fanatic leader who called him- 
self the Christ, refused to believe in the only begotten 
Son of Grod. His last discourse before the multitude 
was against the Pharisees. He had seen the wealthy 
Jews ostentatiously casting their gifts into the temple 
treasury, and he had noticed the poor widow who had 
put in two mites, which only make a Roman farthing, 
but yet was all she had ; and he showed his disciples 
how this poor woman had given more in the sight of 
God than ail the others. Taking this incident as a 
practical text, he appears to have publicly censured the 
sect of the Pharisees. " Follow their instructions," he 
said, " but go not after their works ! They desire to 
be seen of men and to be called Babbi ; but be ye hum* 
ble, and call no man Kabbi, or father, or master, for 
whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. Woe unto you. 
Scribes and Pharisees, for your unbelief, your hypo- 
crisy, your eagerness for proselytes, your blind trifling 
with oaths, your attention to trifles but neglect of im- 
portant duties, your cleansing of the dish but neglect 
of its contents, your outward righteousness but inward 
pollution, your arrogance, and your presumption. 
The blood of the righteous shall be avenged upon you, 
and, O Jerusalem, your house shall be left desolate." 

. * John xii. 37—50. 
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84 Propliecies conceming tlie future troubles and 
second coming. — Jesus then left the temple, and 

Sroceeded across the valley of Jehoshaphat to the 
fount of Olives. As he went out he said, " Seest thou 
these great buildings ? there shall not be left one stone 
upon another that shall not be thrown down." On 
reaching the mount, which lies to the east of Jerusalem, 
he delivered to the twelve disciples a long prophetic 
discourse, in which he foretold tne destfuction of Je- 
rusalem, apd made it also a type of the dissolution of 
the world. ''Antichrist," he said, "shall come, but 
be ye not deceived, neither be troubled at wars 
and rumours of wars. For natioji shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom ; and there shall 
be earthquakes, and famines, and troubles, and fearful 
signs in heaven : these are the beginnings of sorrows. 
And ye shall be delivered up to councils, and be beaten 
in synagogues, and be brought before kings and rulers 
for my sake, but it shall l^ ^ven unto you what to 
say, and he that endureth untu the end shall be saved. 
And when ye see the Roman eagles standing in the 
sanctuary, then fly to the mountains, for in those days 
shall be affliction such as hath not been since the cre- 
ation of the world. And afber these persecutions and 
tribulations, the sun shall be darkened, the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars of heaven shall fall. 
And there shall be on the earth distress of nations, 
with nerplexit^; the sea and waves roaring, and 
men*s hearts failing them. And the powers that are 
in heaven shall be shaken. Then shall the Son of 
man come in power and glory : but of that day and 
that hour knoweth no man, nor even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son himself, but the Father only. 
Watch therefore, like good servants, for as the days of 
Noah were, so also shall the coming of the Son of man 
be." Jesus concluded his discourse conceming the 
future with a series of prophetical parables. The first 
was the parable of the faithful servant, who when his 
master came was found watching. The second was 



A. D. 30, PASSIM W£EK. 77 

the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise 
and ready when the bridegroom came, and five of 
whom were foolish and unprepared with oil for their 
lamps, and therefore excluded from the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb. The third was the parable of the 
talents which God had given to his servants, who were 
to employ them in his service, and were afterwards 
rewarded according to their works. The fourth and 
last was the most impressive of the whole. It referred 
to the great day of judgment, and represented the 
gathering together of all nations to receive their final 
doom. It described the Son of man coming in his 
glory, attended by all the holy an^ls, and separating 
the peoples one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats. The sheep, or the good, he 
placed on his rieht hand : the goats, or the wicked, he 
stationed on his left. The faith of all was to be tested by 
their brotherly love, or that pure spirit of charity which 
is founded upon love to Christ, and manifests itself in 
love to his disciples. And the King was to say to those 
on his right hand, '* Gome, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit tbe kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world/* But to those on his left he was to 
say, *• Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels." This pro- 
phetical picture of awful and coming realities is un- 
surpassable for its fearful distinctness and solemn 
warnings. It is God himself revealing his judgments 
to man. We almost hear the Saviour's voice, and 
tremble as we read. ^^ And these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment ; but the righteous into life 
eternal." 

The same evening the members of the Sanhedrim 
were sitting in the palace of Caiaphas the high priest. 
Their object was to arrest and execute Jesus without 
exciting an uproar amongst tbe people. They appear 
to have been totally ignorant of his private movementsi 
and unable to see him except when surrounded by im- 
mense multitudes. At this moment Judas Iscariot, one 
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of the twelve, appears to have left the Mount of Olives 
and proceeded to the assembly, when he asked what 
they would give him to betray Jesus. And they were 
glad, and promised him thirty pieces of silver ; and from 
that time Judas sought how he might conveniently 
betray his Master. 
85 6tn day, Thursday. The last supper. — On the 
sixth day, or Friday, Jesus the true Passover was to 
be sacrificed on the cross, and at the same time the 
feast of the Passover was to be kept by the Jews. The 
last supper of Jesus and his disciples was therefore 
eaten on the fifth day, or Thursday, which was the 
day before the regular Passover. Accordingly, on 
Thursday morning, Jesus directed Peter and John to 
go to Jerusalem, where they would meet a man bear- 
ms a pitcher of water. They were to follow this man 
to nis nouse, and ask him for his guest-chamber; and 
upon his showing them a large upper room furnished, 
they were then to make ready the Passover. Peter 
and John did as they were ordered, and when the 
evening had come, Jesus sat down with his twelve dis- 
ciples in this large upper room where the Passover was 
prepared. Jesus then said, *' I have earnestly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I will 
not eat any more thereof until the Passover itself be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God." A dispute for pre-* 
cedency now appears to have commenced between the 
disciples, probably arising from the difference in the 
seats. But Jesus arose and laid aside his outer gar- 
ment, and girded himself with a towel, and then poured 
out water mto a basin and washed their feet. *' Ye are 
not all clean," he said ; for he knew who should betray 
him. When he had finished and they had all resumed 
their places, he said, " If I your Lord and Master have 
washea your feet, you ought to wash one another's 
feet ; for I have given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done unto you." 

And Jesus took the cup of wine and said, *' Take 
this, and divide it among yourselves, for I will not 
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drink of the fruit of the vine until the coming of the 
kingdom of God/* Whilst they were eating, ne took 
the hread and blessed it, and broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, *^ Take, eat ; this is my body which 
is given for you : this do in remembrance of me." 
" But, behold ! '* he continued, ^* the hand of him that 
betrayeth me is with me on the table ! ** The disciples 
were now troubled and exceedingly sorrowful, and 
-€very oue began to say, *' Lord, is it I ? ^ And he an- 
swered, ** It is one of the twelve that dippeth with me 
in the dish : woe unto that man by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed ! " Then Judas Iscariot, with the rest- 
lessness of conscious guilt, said, *^ Master, is it I?" 
Jesus replied, ** Thou East said." Now John, the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved, was leaning on his bosom, 
and privately asked, ** Lord, who is it ? " Jesus an- 
swered, without being heard bv the others, " He it is, 
to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it." 
He then gave the sop to Judas, saying, '* What thou 
doest, do quickly ? " Judas immediately left the room, 
but none of the others knew the meaning of our 
Lord*s words ; but thought that, as Judas carried the 
bag, he had been sent out to make some purchases. 
Jesus then said to his disciples, " Little children, 
where I go, ye cannot come. A new commandment I 
give unto you, that ye love one another as I have loved 
you, and thus shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples." Peter said, " Lord, where goest thou ? " Jesus 
answered, " Where I go you cannot follow me now, 
but you shall follow me hereafter." Peter said, " Lord, 
why cannot I follow you now ? I will lay down my 
life for your sake." But Jesus answered, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, the cock shall not crow twice 
until thou hast demed me three times.*^ 

Discourse in the upper chamber. — Supper being 86 
now ended, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to tbem, saying, " Drink ye all of 
this, for this is my blood of the new testament which 
vis shed for many, for the remission of sins : but I will 
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not driak henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father^s 
kingdom/* He then delivered that spiritual discourse 
in the supper chamber, which is recorded in the four- 
teenth, fitteenth, and sixteenth chapters of John*s Gos- 
pel, in which he calmed the fears of his disciples, and 
explained to them the more hidden mysteries of the 
kingdom of God. 

" Let not your hearts be troubled!" he said, " I go 
to prepare a place for you. I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No man cometh unto the Father but by 
me. I am in the Father and the Father is in me. I 
will pray the Father and he shall give you another 
Comrorter, even the Spirit of truth, who shall teach 
you all tMngs, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance whatsoever I have said unto you. My peace I 
leave with you. I am the true Vine, my Father is the 
Husbandman, ye are the branches. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine, no more 
can ye bear fruit unless ye abide in me. This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another as I have 
loved you. The world will hate and persecute you as 
it did me, because ye are not of it. These things have 
I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may 
remember that I told you of them. But now I go my 
way to him that sent me ; for if I go not the Com- 
forter cannot come. A little while, and ye shall not 
see me ; and a little while, and ye shall see me, and 
your sorrow shall be turned into joy. These things 
have I spoken unto you in proverbs, but the time 
cometh when I shall speak unto you plainly of the 
Father. I came forth from the Father, and am come 
into the world ; a^in, I leave the world, and go to the 
Father. These things I have spoken unto you, that 
in me ye might have peace." 

Jesus then offered up his last prayer with his dis- 
ciples : " Father, glorify thy Son ! preserve my apos- 
tles ; keep them in unity ; and sanctify them by the 
power of thy truth ! Glorify abo all other believers, 
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and grant unto tbem the love wherewith thou hast 
loved me.'* And when they had sung a hymn, Jesus 
and his disciples went over the brook Cedron to the 
Mount of Olives. 

Garden of Gethsemane. — At the foot of this celeo 87 
brated mountain there is a small field or garden, which 
tradition recognises as the garden of Gethsemane, 
Jesus entered this enclosure with the eleven, and se- 
lecting his three favoured disciples, Peter, James, and 
John, he said to the others, " Sit ye here while I go 
and pray yonder ! " He went forward with the three, 
and then said to them, '^ My soul is exceedingly sor- 
rowful, even unto death : tarrv ye here and watch 
with me." And he went a little further and fell on 
the ground and said, " Abba, Father, all things are 
possible unto thee ; take away this cup from me : 
nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.^ 
And there appeared unto him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood, falling down to the ground. And ho 
came to the three disciples and found them asleep ; and 
he said to Peter, ^^ Could ye not watch with me one 
hour ? watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta* 
tion : the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
A second tune he went away and prayed as before, and 
on his return found them still asleep, and not knowing 
what to answer him. A third time he went away and 
prayed, and then returned to the three and said, ^^ Sleep 
on now and take your rest, behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners. Rise, let us be going. Behold, he is at hand 
that doth betray me." 

The arrest. — Whilst thus speaking the garden was 88 
suddenly filled with armed men. Judas Iscariot knew 
that Gethsemane was a favourite retreat of Jesus and 
his disciples. A detachment of Koman soldiers had 
been placed under his guidance by the Sanhedrim. 
The troops carried weapons and torches ; and a great 



S2 PASSION WEEK. A. D. 30. 

multitude followed armed ^ith swords and staves. 
Jesus, who knew all things, came , forward and said, 
" Whom seek ye ? " They replied, " Jesus of Nazareth.'* 
Judas had previously arranged to discover Jesus to the 
soldiers by kissing hun. He now stepped forward and 
said, ** Master, master,** and kissed him. Jesus was 
then arrested, and said, *^ Betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kiss ? ** The disciples standing round now said, 
" Lord, shall we use our swords?*' and Peter drew his 
sword and cut off the right ear of Malchus the servant 
of the high priest. Jesus answered, " Suffer ye thus 
far I ** and healed the ear of Malchus. He then said 
to Peter, " Put up thy sword into the sheath, for all 
they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 
Shall I not drink the cup which my Father hath given 
me ? Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my 
Father, and he shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels ? But how then shall the 
Scriptures be fulfilled ? '* He next turned to the priests 
and elders who accompanied Judas and the troops and 
said, ** Are ye come out against me with swords and 
staves, as je would against a thief ? I sat daily with 
you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me ; 
but this is your hour and the power of darkness." All 
the disciples now forsook Jesus and fled, but a young 
man followed him in his ni^ht dress, having only a 
linen cloth cast about his naked body. The soldiers 
endeavoured to arrest this young man also, but he 
escaped by leaving the linen cloth in their hands and 
flying away naked. Thus was Jesus carried away, de- 
serted alike by friends and disciples. 
89 Fourth 6tli day, Friday. Trial before the 
Passover. Sanhedrim. — Midnight had now passed and 
it was Friday morning. Jesus was bound and carried 
away from Gethsemane to the house of Annas, the sa* 
gan or deputy high priest, and father-in-law of Caia- 
phas. From Annas he was taken to the palace of Caia- 
phas, the high priest and president of the Sanhedrim. 
This palace appears, like oUter mental houses, to have 
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been bnilt around a square court or quadrangle. A 
pusage, sometunes arcned, leads from the street to the 
interior court, and is closed by a heavy folding K&te^ 
with a smaller niicket for single persons, and is kept 
by a porter. Jesus seems to have been carried into an 
audience chamber openitig into the court. Peter and 
another disciple had by this time regained their cour- 
age and followed the band of officers. The other dis- 
ciple knew the high priest, and therefore went into the 
palace whilst Peter stood at the gate. The disciple 
however spoke to a woman who kept the wicket and 
brought in Peter. The summer nights in Palestine 
are very cold, and the servants and soldiers who were 
waiting in the quadrangle court kindled a fire of coals, 
and Peter sat and warmed himself with them. The 
woman who kept the door now looked earnestly at 
Peter and said, '* Art thou not also one of this man's 
disciples ?" He replied, "I am not," and rose from 
the fire and went into the arched passage or porch, and 
the cock crew. Another maid then saw him, and said, 
*'*' This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth ;" but he 
denied it with an oath. About an hour aflen^-ards 
the by-standers said to him, ^^ Surely you are one of his 
followers, for you are a Galilsan : your dialect betrays 
you." Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, 
^* I know not this man of whom ye speak ; " and imme- 
diately the cock crew. And Jesus turned round in the 
audience chamber and looked upon Peter in the court ; 
and Peter remembered his words, and went out and 
wept bitterly. Meantime Jesus wns examined by 
Caiaphas, who asked him concerning his disciples and 
doctrine. He replied, *^ I spoke openly and have said 
nothing in secret, therefore ask those who heard me." 
An officer struck him and said, '^ Answerest thou the 
high priest so ? " But he replied, '^ K I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil ; but if well, why smitest 
thou me Y " The council of the Sanhedrim usually sat 
in a chamber called Gazith, in the precincts of the tem- 
ple, and in part of the cloisters which surrounded the 

G 2 
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court of the Israelites. On the present oociision it ap* 
pears to have assembled in the palace of Caiaphas, 
though probably at the break, of day it adjourned to 
its own proper room. Meanwhile efforts had been 
made to procure witnesses, but none of them could be 
found to agree, and the law absolutely required the 
concurrent testimony of at least two witnesses in all 
capital cases. We may now suppose the council to be 
sitting ver^r early in the morning in the temple cham- 
ber of Gazith, arranged in the form of a semicircle or 
half-moon, with Caiaphas the president in the centre. 
Two witnesses came forward to charge Jesus with the 
capital offence of having spoken against the temple :-^ 
^^ We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is 
made ynth hands, and in three days I will build it up 
without hands." Such was the witness of the two, but 
even then they scarcely agreed. Caiaphas now stood 
up in the midst of the assembly and said to Jesus, 
*^ Answerest thou nothing.'' Jesus made no reply. 
Caiaphas then said, ^^ I adjure thee by the living God, 
that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ the Son 
of God." Jesus answered, *^ I ah ! and ye shall see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power and 
coming in the clouds of heaven." Then Caiaphas rent 
his clothes, saying, ^* He hath spoken blasphemy ! 
what further need have we of witnesses ? behold, now 
ye have heard his blasphemy : what think ye? " The 
council replied, " He is worthy of death." The officers 
who held Jesus now mocked and smote him. They 
placed a bandage over his eyes and struck him on the 
face, saying, ^^ Prophesy, who is it that smote thee ? ** 
and uttered many other blasphemous things. . 
90 Examination by Pilate and Herod.— The morn-^ 
ing dawned at last, and it was necessary to carry Jesus 
to Pilate the procurator, for him to confirm the sen- 
tence of death. Pilate usually kept his head-quarters 
at Csesarea, but always resided at Jerusalem during 
the feasts, in order to prevent disturbance or riot 
amongst the multitude^ On these occasions he pro- 
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bably occupied the castle of Antonia, which com- 
manded the temple, and here was doubtless his prseto- 
rium or judgment-hall. The whole council of the 
Sanhedrim carried Jesus to Pilate, but would not 
themselves enter the prsetorium, for fear they should 
foe defiled and unable to keep the Passover. Pilate 
was exceedingly reluctant to decide upon matters per- 
taining to the Jewish religion. He came out and said 
to the Sanhedrim, *^ What charge do you bring against 
the man ?" They answered, "If he were not a male- 
factor we should not have brought him." He then 
said, " Take ye him and judge him according to your 
law." But they replied, " It is not lawful for us to 
put any man to death. We found this fellow pervert- 
ing the nation, and forbidding the people to pay tribute 
to Csesar, saying that he himself is Christ a king." 
Pilate now saw that the matter might prove serious, 
and that probably Jesus was really engaged in ex- 
citing the people against the Roman supremacy. He 
therefore re-entered the prsetorium and said to Jesus, 
"Art thou the king of the Jews?" He answered, 
" Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell 
it thee of me ? " Pilate said, " Am I a Jew ? your own 
nation and the Sanhedrim have delivered yon to me : 
what have you done ? " Jesus answered, " My kingdom 
IS not of this world ; if it were, my servants would fight 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews.** Pilate 
therefore said, " Art thou a king then ? " Jesus an- 
swered, " Thou sayest that I am a king ; to this end 
was I bom, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth ; every one 
that is of the truth heareth my voice." Pilate asked, 
**What is truth?" and without waiting for a reply, 
went out to the Jews and said, " I find no fault in him 
at all." The Sanhedrim were now exceedingly vio- 
lent, and cried, " He stirreth up the people, teaching 
throughout all Jewry, banning from Gralilee unto 
this city of Jerusalem." ' !^late caught the mention of 
GkJilee, and learning that Jesus was a Galilean, imme- 
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diately sent him to Herod Antipas the tetrarch of 
Galilee, who happened at that time also to be in Jeru- 
salem to keep toe Passover. Herod was exceedingly 
glad to see Jesus, and hoped to see him work a miracle. 
Accordingly he questioned him, whilst the members 
of the Sanhedrim stood around, vehemently accusing 
him. Jesus however made no reply, and Herod and 
the soldiers of his guard set him at nought and mocked 
him, and arrayed him in a white robe and sent him 
back to Pilate. The innocency of Jesus was thus con- 
firmed by Herod Antipas the tetrarch. Pilate accord- 
ingly summoned the Sanhedrim, and said, ^*- You have 
brought this man unto me as one that perverteth the 
peopte. I have examined hun before you, but cannot 
find him guilty of the things of which you accuse him ; 
neither can Herod. I will therefore cnastise him and 
release him.*^ iN'ow it was customary at the feast of 
Passover for the Roman procurator to release one 
prisoner to the people, whoever they pleased, and at 
this time a noted robber, named Barabbas, was lying 
in custody under sentence of death, for murder and 
sedition. Accordingly, Pilate said to the multitude, 
*' Shall I release Barabbas or Jesus ?" At this moment 
his wife, Julia Procula, sent to him, saying, "Have 
nothing to do with that just man, for I have suffered 
many tilings this day in a dream because of him.*' But 
meanwhile the Sannedrim had persuaded the multi- 
tude to ask for the release of Barabbas. Pilate said, 
** What shall I do with Jesus, who is called Christ, and 
whom ye call the king of the Jews ? " They cried out, 
" Crucify him ! '* and the voices of the mob and of the 
Sanhedrim prevailed. 
91 The crucifixion. — Pilate saw that all he could say 
only increased the tumult, and therefore he took water 
and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, ^^I 
am innocent of the blood of this just person : see you 
to it:" and all the people answered, "His blood be 
upon us and upon our children." Pilate then released 
Barabbas, and ordered Jesus to be scourged before the 
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populace. The soldiers next led Jesus into the pree- 
torium, and stripped him and put on him a purple 
robe, and platted a crown of thorns and placed it on 
his head. And they put a reed in his hand and bowed 
the knee before him and mocked, saying, ^^ Hail, king 
of the Jews ! ** And they spit upon him, and took the 
reed and smote him on the head. Pilate then brought 
out Jesus wearing the crown of thorns and purple 
robe, amid loud shouts of " Crucify him ! '* but ne said 
to the people, " Take ye him and crucify him, for I 
find no fault in him.'* The Jews answerea, ^^ We have 
a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God." Pilate, who had been 
previously impressed by the Divine character of Jesus 
and th^ warmng of his own wife, was now the more 
afraid. The heathen Roman was fearftil of punishing 
so holy a being, against whom no charge could be 
established, save that of asserting his heavenly mission, 
and who declared that his kingdom was not of this 
world. He returned to the prsetorium and said to 
Jesus, "Whence art thou?" but received no reply. 
He then said, " Speakest thou not unto me ? knowest 
thou not that I have power to crucify thee and have 
power to release thee ? " Jesus answerea, *^ Thou couldest 
nave no power at all against me, except it were given 
thee from above : therefore he that delivereth me unto 
thee hath the greater sin." From thenceforth Pilate 
sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, ^^ If 
thou let this man go, thou art not Casar's friend : who- 
soever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar." 
And Pilate delivered up Jesus to be crucified. The 
soldiers now took the robe from Jesus and put on him 
bis own raiment, and led him away to Calvary. Simon, 
a Cyrenian, was compelled to carry the cross. A great 
multitude of people and women followed and lamented, 
but Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of 
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, 
and for your children." AVhen they came to Golgotha, 
or Calvary, the soldiers gave Jesus vinegar mmgled 
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with gall, but when he had tasted he would not drink. 
It was now nine o'clock on Friday morning. Jesus 
was crucified between two thieves, one on nis right 
hand, and the other on his left ; * and he said, ** Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." And 
the soldiers divided his garments into four parts, but 
cast lots for his coat, which was without seam, and 
woven in one piece from the top to the bottom, like the 
vestments of the priests.f The customary superscrip- 
tion on the top of the cross was written by Pilate him- 
self in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew — ^Thts is Jesus of 
Kazareth the King of the Jews. The Sanhedrim 
requested Pilate to alter it to *' He said, I am king of the 
Jews;" but the procurator replied, "What 1 have 
written I have written," and refused to make any alter- 
ation. The Sanhedrim and their party now reviled 
Jesus as he hung upon the cross, wagging their heads 
and saying, " Thou that destroyest the temple and 
buildest it in three days, save thyself! If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross ! " The soldiers 
also mocked him, saving, ^^If thou be the king of the 
Jews, save thyself! And even one of the malefactors 
who was crucified beside him, railed and said, " If thou 
be Christ, save thyself and us ! " but he was rebuked by 
his companion, who then turned to Jesvs and said, 
" Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom.'* Jesus replied, " To-day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise." Three women were standing by the 
cross, viz. Mary his mother, Mary his mother's sister, 
and Mary Magdalene. Jesus, seeing John the disciple 
whom he loved near his mother, said, " Woman, behold 
thy son ! " and to John, " Behold thy mother ! " and 
from that hour John received Mary into his own house, 
and maintained her as long as she lived. Noon at 
length arrived, and Jesus had hung upon the cross 

* " And lie was numbered with the transgressors.** Isa. 
liii. 12. 

t " They parted my raiment amonf? them, and for my 
Tcsturc they did cast lots." Fs. xxii. 18. ; 
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three hours. A mysterious darkness now prevailed 
over the whole land, until three o'clock in the after- 
noon. And at that hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
" Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani ? ^ which is to say, '* Mr 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken he ? " Some 
who stood by and only imperfectly caught the words, 
supposed that he called for Elijah. Jesus then said, 
^^ I thirst ; " and some of the by-standers dipped a 
sponge in vinegar and placing it upon a stem of hyssop 
put it to his mouth, while others said, '^ Let him alone, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to save him ? ** 
Then Jesus cried with a loud voice, ^^ It is finished ! 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit ; ^' and he 
bowed his head and gave up th<s ghost. And, behold, 
the veil of the temple which divided the Holy from 
the Most Holy place, was rent in twain from top to bot- 
tom ; and the earth quaked, the rocks were rent, and 
the graves were opened. And many of the bodies of 
the saints who slept, arose, and caifie out of the graves 
after his resurrection, and went into the holy city and 
appeared unto many. The centurion and the soldiers 
with him were terrified and said, ^^ Truly this was the 
Son of God ; " and many of the assembled crowd smote 
their breasts and returned to their homes. The San- 
hedrim drowned whatever remorse they may have 
felt in their usual superstitious zeal for the law. It 
was a day of preparation, for both the Passover and 
the sabbath began at six o'clock the same evening. 
They therefore desired that the bodies should be taken 
from the cross. Accordingly the soldiers broke the 
legs of the two thieves, and carried away the corpses ; 
but finding Jesus to be dead already, one of them ran 
a spear into his side, and forthwith there came out blood 
and water. 

The burial. — The same evening, and before six 92 
o'clock, Joseph of Arimathea, a rich disciple of Jesus, 
and member of the Sanhedrim, went boldly to Pilate 
and asked for the body of the Saviour. Pilate at first 
doubted if Jesus was really dead, but being assured of 
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it by the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. Ni- 
codemus, another member of the Sanhedrim, also came 
with a hundred pounds' weight of mixture of myrrh 
and aloes. They then wound the body with fine linen 
and spices according to the custom of the Jews, and 
placed it in Joseph's own tomb, which was hewn out 
of a rock in a neighbouring garden, and in which no 
man had ever laid. And when they had rolled a great 
stone to the door of the sepulchre they departed. Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jesus saw where 
Jesus was laid, and returned to prepare spices and oint- 
ments, but they rested throughout the sabbath, which 
commenced at six o'clock in the evening and lasted 
until the evening of Saturday. 

93 7th*day, Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath. The 
guard at the aepulchre. — The great Passover was 
SilfiUed. Jesus had died. The paschal lamb had been 
eaten. Saturday morning, being the sabbath of the 
Jews, passed away with the usual rigid observances. 
Before the day was concluded, and probably after six 
o'clock in the evening, when the sabbath was supposed 
to be over, the Sanhedrim again appeared before Pi- 
late. They remembered that Jesus had said, **• After 
three days I will rise again," and they professed to be 
afraid lest the disciples should steal away the body and 
declare that he had risen from the dead. Pilate re- 
plied, ^' You have a guard of soldiers at your disposal, 
go and make the watch as sure as you can." So the 
Sanhedrim departed and sealed the stone fast to the 
sepulchre with an official signet, and placed a guard of 
sentinels to make all sure. 

94 Sunday morning. The resurrection. — Very 
early on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the sister of Jesus's mother went to the sepulchre to 
anoint the body^ Meantime a great earthquake had 
taken place. The angel of the Lord had descended from 
heaven and rolled bcu:k thO'Stone from the opening to 
the tomb, and sat upon it. His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment was white as snow. The 
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guard of soldiers trembled with fear and were like 
dead men, but at length were sufficiently recovered to 
flee to the city. The angel said to the women, " Fear 
not ! Jesus is risen. Come and see the place where the 
Lord lay." And after they had entered the sepulchre 
they hurried away and told Peter and John.'*' The 
two disciples immediately ran to the spot. John reached 
it first, hut did not go in. Peter however quickly came 
up, and at once entered the sepulchre, and was after- 
wards followed by John-; and they saw the linen - 
clothes lying in one place, and the napkin that was 
about the h^id was lying wrapped up and apart from 
the linen. Then they knew and believed the true im-^ 
port of the Scripture, that he must rise again from the 
dead. 

Meanwhile the guard of soldiers had entered Jeru- 
salem and acquainted the chief priests with what had 
taken place. The Sanhedrim was immediately sum- 
moned to consider upon the matter. They at length 
gave heavy bribes to the soldiers, and directed them to 
acknowledge that they had fallen asleepf and that the 
disciples had taken tnat opportunity of stealing away 
the body ; and the assembly likewise assured tne sol- 
diers, that even if the matter reached the ears of Pilate 
the procurator, they would conciliate Pilate, and secure 
them from harm. The guard accordingly took the 
money and said what they were taught, and their re- 
port became commonly received and reported amongst 
the opposing Jews. 

Ten api>earazices of our I^ord. — The law and the 95 
prophets were now fulfilled. Jesus had risen from 
the dead. Forty days after his resurrection he ascend- 
ed into heaven to sit on the right hand of the Father. 
Before his ascension he appeared ten times to his dis- 
ciples and others.f (1.) On Sunday morning to Mary 

* There are some differences in the several Gospels, for an 
account of which the reader is referred to the larger Analysis 
and Summary of New Testament History. 

t After his ascension our Lord appeared three times, viz. 
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Magdalene by the sepulchre, ¥rhere she at first mistook 
him for the gardener. (2.) On Sunday afternoon to 
two disciples, Cleonas* and another, whilst walking 
from Jerusalem to tne neighbouring village of Emmaus. 
(3.) To Peter the same day. (4.) To ten of the apos- 
tles, Thomas sumamed Didymus or, *' the twin," being 
absent. (5.) To the eleven apostles including Thomas 
Didymus, who saw the print of the nails and the 
wounded side of our Saviour, and then believed, say- 
ing, " My Lord and my God." (6.) To the women 
who had visited the sepulchre, and who now fell at 
his feet and worshipped him. (7.) In Galilee to the 
eleven apostles, and probably to the whole body of his 
disciples, upon which occasion he said to them, " All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.'* (8.) On 
Lake Gennesaret to seven of his apostles, viz. Peter, 
Thomas, Nathanael, James the elder, John, and two 
others ; all of whom had been fishing all night and 
caught nothing, but who now obtained a miraculous 
supply. (9.) After that he wi^ seen of James the 
less. (10.) Lastly, Jesus appeared to the apostles who 
were now assembled at Jerusalem to keep the approach- 
ing feast of Pentecost. He directed them to wait at 
Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Comforter, the 
Spirit of truth, who was to teach them all things ; and 
he explained to them more fullv how the law, the pro- 
phets, and the psalms, were all fulfilled by his death 

to Stephen at his stoninff, to Paul on his journey to Damas- 
cus, and to John in the island of Patmos. 

* Cleopas is supposed to be identical with Alphseus, the 
husband of Mary the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. He 
was thus the father of James the less and of ThaddsBus, who 
is also called Lebhsus, Judas, and Jude ; both of whom being 
cousins of our Lord, are called his brethren in the Oospels. 
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the Holy Ghost and began to speak in foreign lan- 
■guaees. The news spread throughout Jerusalem. 
Muhitudes of foreign residents flock^ to the house to 
bear the wonderful works of God spoken in their own 
native tongues. Some began to mock. At last Peter 
delivered an address. ^^ We are not drunken,'' he said, 
^^ as some of you suppose. This is the fulfilment of 
the prophecy of Joel, * In the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh : your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.* 
.... Jesus of !N^azareth, of whom David prophesied in 
the Psalms, and whom ve crucified and slew, has risen 
from the dead, whereof we are witnesses. Therefore 
being exalted to the right hand of God, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this miraculous outpouring which 
ye all see and hear." The multitude were aroused at 
the discourse, and 3000 were baptized and added to the 
church the same day. The new members continued 
faithful in the apostles' doctrine concerning the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus, in Christian fellowship or. community 
of goods, in the breaking of bread or regular observ- 
ance of the Lord's supper, and last of all, in constant 
and earnest prayers. None were in want, for the pos- 
sessors of lands and goods sold them, and laid the pro- 
ceeds at the apostW feet for distribution amongst the 
poorer believers according to their need. One trace of 
a shade falls upon the pure bright form of the young 
church. Two members, Ananias and his wife Sap- 
phira, endeavoured to deceive the apostles b^ bringing 
forward a smaller price than they had received for a 
piece of ground which they had sold. Ananias was 
rebuked by Peter for his lie, and immediately fell 
down dead. Three hours afterwards Sapphira his wife 
repeated the falsehood to the apostle, and was suddenly 
carried off like her husband. And great fear came 
upon all the church, and upon all who heard these 
things. 
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Early persecutions. — ^The Sanhedrim soon disco- 97 
yered that the cmcifizion of Jesus had not destroyed 
the influence of his teachings. Peter and John healed 
a cripple at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, by 
saying to him, *^ In the name oi Jesus of Nazareth rise 
up and walk." Peter then standing in Solomon*s 
porch told the amazed crowd that the cripple had not 
been healed by their power, but by faith in Jesus Christ, 
whom the nation had crucified ; and he exhorted the 
people to blot out their sin by repenting and believing 
m Jesus, whom all the prophets had foretold. . The 
Sadducees were enraged that the multitude should be 
taught that Jesus had risen from the dead. The priests 
and captain of the temple arrested Peter and John, 
and kept them in custody until the next day. The 
two apostles were then brought before the. Sanhedrim 
and asked by what power and by what name they had 
acted. Peter, being filled with the Holy Ghost, replied, 
that the lame man had been healed by the name oi 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom the Sanhedrim had crucified, 
but whom God had raised from the dead. The coun- 
cil were undecided what to do. They commanded 
Peter and John to de^t from preaching in the name 
of Jesus, but the two apostles refused to comply. At 
last the Sanhedrim were compelled to release them 
without punishment for fear of the people, and Peter 
and John returned to their brethren and prayed to God 
for fresh courage in preaching his word, and entreated 
that signs and wonders might be done in the name of 
Jesus. The apostolic prayer was answered. The 
church increased, and multitudes of demoniacs and rich 
persons were brought to Jerusalem and healed by Peter. 
The apostles were again arrested by the Sannedrim, 
but released at ni^ht oy an angel. Next day the news 
was- carried to the council that the prisoners were 
preaching in the temple. Peter and tne others were 
arrested a third time, and again testified to the Mes- 
siahship and resurrection of Jesus. The members of 
the Sanhedrim consulted together about slaying them, 
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but Gamaliel, a doctor of the law of great celebrity, 
stood up to speak. He first ordered the apostles to be 
removed, and then seriously warned the council from 
interfering at all with the apostolic teachings. " If," 
he said, 'Hheir doctrines are mere human inventions, 
they must sooner or later come to nought. Theudas, 
who boasted himself to be somebody, was at last slain, 
and his followers, to the number of four hundred, were 
all scattered. Judas of Galilee a^ain, who raised a 
disturbance when the nation was bemg taxed, perished 
in his turn, and all his adherents were dispersed. But 
on the other hand, if the teachings of Peter and the 
others be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. Therefore 
refrain from these men and let them alone, lest haply 
ye be found to fight against God." The Sanhedrim 
m some measure agreed to the suggestions of Gamaliel. 
They called in the prisoners, and beat them, and com- 
manded them to speak no more in the name of Jesus, 
and then let them go. 

98 Appointment of deacons. — The apostles left the 
council rejoicing, and ceased not to preach both in the 
temple and in private houses. The believers rapidly 
multiplied, but a dissension at last broke out amongst 
them. The church at Jerusalem, like Palestine gener- 
ally, included two parties, viz. the foreign Jews who 
spoke Greek, and the native Jews who spoke Hebrew 
or Syro-Chaldaic. The foreign Jews now complained 
that the widows amongst their number were neglected 
in that daily partition of provisions which had natur- 
ally followed the establishment of a community of 
goods already mentioned. The apostles declared that 
they could not neglect their public preaching in order 
to keep tables or accounts, and they recommended the 
church to appoint seven deacons for this especial pur- 
pose. Accordingly seven men were chosen, viz. Ste- 
phen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolas a proselyte. 

99 Trial of Stephen.— The prosperity of the infant 
church at last aroused the jealousy of the foreign Jews 
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visiting or residing at Jerusalem. We have already 
seen that the Jews were scattered over the whole 
civilized world, and wherever they went they made 
proselytes and established synagogues. The three 

freat annual festivals of the Mosaic law were constantly 
ringing all these foreign Jews and their converts to 
Jen^em, and accordingly every one of these distant 
communities had a separate synagogue of its own in 
the capital. These foreigners were as bigoted and 
zealous as the metropolitans. They disputed with 
Stephen the deacon, but were unable to resist the 
spirit and wisdom by which he spoke. They suborned 
men to bear false witness against him, and tnen carried 
him before the Sanhedrim. Here the high priest 
asked him if he was guilty. His face now became like 
the face of an angel, and he delivered a powerful ad- 
dress in reply, lie rented the charge of being an 
enemy to Moses by relating the Old Testament History 
in detail, and thus showing that he believed it. 

** The God of glory," he said, " called our father Abra- 
ham out of Mesopotamia into this land of Canaan, and 
gave it to him and to his seed after him, though at that 
time he did not possess a footprint of the land, nor had 
he any child. But Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat 
Jacob, and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs; and the 
patriarchs sold their brother Josepn into Egypt, where 
God had said that the seed of Abraham should so- 
journ for 400 years. The promises were accomplished. 
Joseph was made governor of Egypt, and his father 
and kindred were uso driven there by a famine. The 
Hebrews multiplied and were reduced to slavery. 
Years passed away. Whilst Moses was in the wilderness 
of Sinai, God appeared to him in a burning bush, and 
commanded him to deliver his countrymen. Though 
previously refused by the Jews, Moses now became 
their ruler, and delivered them from Egvptian bondage, 
and broi^ht them to the promised land. He pro- 

Shesied the coming of the Messiah, and received the 
vely oracles at Sinai ; but your fathers would not obey 

H 
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hiiD, but said to Aaron, ^ Make ns gods.* As your 
fathers did, so do ye. Ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost. ' Your fathers persecuted the prophets who 
showed the coming of the Just One, of whom ye have 
been now the betrayers and murderers — ^ye who have 
received the law by the disposition of angels, and have 
not kept it.** 

100 Stephen's Martyrdom. — The council now rose up 
in a rage, and gnashed on Stephen with their teeth ; 
but he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up sted- 
fastlv into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and said, 
^' Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God.*' The assem-* 
bly tried to drown his voice by loud cries. They all 
stopped their ears, and rushed upon him, and cast him 
out of the citv. A tumult was excited. The public 
peace was broken, and the laws of Rome were violated. 
The ringleaders took the power of life and death into 
their own hands, and Stephen was illegEdly slain in the 
outskirts of Jerusalem by being stoned. The false 
witnesses who had appeared i^iinst him, and were 
therefore obliged to cast the nrst stone at him, laid 
their clothes at the foot of a foreign Jew, named Saul. 
Stephen continued amidst the bloody din to call upon 
God, sa3dng, *^ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.** In his 
last moments he kneeled down and cried with a loud, 
voice, '^Lord, lay not this sin to their charge;** and 
having said this, he fell asleep. 

101 Political changes. — The year a. n. 37, being the 
seventh after the death and resurrection, was remark- 
able not only as being the year of Stephen's martyr- 
dom, but as being the date of important events. Pon- 
tius Pilate was removed from the governorship of 
Judaea, and succeeded, for three or four years only, by 
procurators of no note. The emperor l^berius died, 
and was succeeded by Caligula, who, after a reign of 
four years, was, in his turn, succeeded by Claudius. 
Herod Agrippa obtained the tetrarchy of Northern 
Persea, previously held by Herod Philip, who had died 
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a few years before. It was doubtless this unsettled 
state of public affairs which had tempted the Sanhe- 
drim to take the power of life and death into their own 
hands, which, according to the Roman law, could only 
be exercised by the Roman procurators. The civil and 
ecclesiastical nistory of the years that followed is of 
equal interest. Whilst the death of Stephen led to the 
scattering of the Christian church and the preaching 
of the gospel to the Gentiles, Palestine became once 
more a dependent kingdom under Herod Agrippa. 

Bise of Herod Agrippa. — Agrippa was the ^nd- 102 
son of the old Herod I. and the celebrated Manamne. 
His father was the unfortunate Aristobulus, who was 
put to death in Samaria. Herodias, the wicked wife 
of Herod Antipas, was his sister ; and Herod, king of 
Chalcis, was his brother.* Agrippa was brought up 
in Rome, and indulged in all the luxury and licen- 
tiousness of the imperial court, and wasted his sub- 
stance in riotous hving. Tiberius Cssar was then 
emperor, but Agrippa tried to ingratiate himself with 
Caligula, the presumed successor to the throne. Having 
expressed a wish for the speedy death of Tiberius, it 
reached the emperor^s ears, and he was cast into prison. 
Tiberius died the same year that Stephen was mar- 
tyred, and was succeeded by Caligula. 

Death of Philip: Herod A^ppa I. king of 103 
Northern Fersea. — Amppa was now set at liberty, 
and as his uncle Herod Philip, the tetrarch of North- 
em Persea, had died some few years before, Caligula 
gave him the territory, with the title of king Herod 
Agrippa I. The commencement of the second seven 
years thus saw Judsea and Samaria under a Roman 
procurator of no note, who succeeded Pilate ; Gralilee 
and Southern Peraea under Herod Antipas the te- 
trarch; and Northern Peraea under Herod Agrippa 
the king. 

Antipas deposed: Herod Agrippa I. king of 104 
all Palestine. — The good fortune of Agrippa aroused 

* See p. 65. 
H 2 
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the jealousy of his sister Herodias. Her husband 
Antipas possessed a larger territory, but was only a 
tetrarch ; whilst her brother, the spendthrift and pri- 
soner, was made a king. She therefore persuaded 
Antipas to go to Rome and ask the emperor Caligula 
to make him a king also. The journey was inauspi- 
cious. Antipas, instead of obtaining a diadem, was 
deposed and banished to Gaul with his wicked wife 
Herodias, and all his tetrarchy of Galilee and Southern 
Persea was given to Agrippa. Cali^la was assassinated 
after a reign of four years. A^ppa was in Rome at 
the time. He encouraged Claudius to assume the pur- 
ple, and afterwards, as a reward for his services, re- 
ceived the whole of Jiidsea and Samaria in addition to 
his former dominions. Agrippa became thus king over 
all Palestine, and reigned over the same extensive ter- 
ritory as his grandfather Herod I. He died, as we 
shall presently see, after being seven years a king, and 
three years king of the whole country. 



CHAPTER X. 

SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL. 



lOa A. D. Scatterings of the church : conversion 
37—44. of Saul. — To return to the ecclesiastical his- 
tory. After Stephen's martyrdom a violent persecu- 
tion broke out in Jerusalem. The believers dispersed 
throughout the country, but the apostles themselves, 
having apparently retired from their former trades, 
still remained in the capital. Saul, the young Jew 
from Tarsus in Cilicia, was foremost in the ruik of 
persecutors. He had countenanced the murder of 
Stephen, and now breathed vengeance and slaughter 
against the other disciples of the Lord. When very 
young he had been sent to Jerusalem to be educated 
m the celebrated schools of the capital. Gamaliel was 
his principal teacher, and Saul was at tbe present time 
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a Pharisee, and blameless in every righteousness con- 
nected with the law of Moses, and of tradition. Not 
content with procuring the imprisonment of the disci- 
ples at Jerusalem, he obtained letters from the hi^h 
priest to the synagogues at Damascus, authorizing Yam 
to arrest any believers whom he could find there, and 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. On his way a light 
suddenlv shone from heaven. A voice cried, '* Saul, 
Saul, wny persecutest thou me ? " The persecutor fell 
to the earth and said, " Who art thou. Lord P " The 
voice of the Saviour himself now replied, ^'I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest ; it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks." Saul trembled, and asked what 
he was to do ; and was directed to go into the city, and 
there it should be told him. On rising and opening 
his eyes he found that he could not see, and he was led 
by the hand into Damascus, where he remained three 
days without sight, and without food. Meantime the 
Lord appeared to Ananias, a disciple in the same city, 
and assured him that Saul was a chosen vessel, and di- 
rected him to restore his sight. Ananias accordingly 
went to the house, and putting his hands on him, said, 
*^ Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared unto 
thee, has sent me that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost." Immediately the 
scales fell from his eyes, and he received sight, and was 
baptized, and after eating some food became strength- 
ened. Saul now preached Christ in the synagogues to 
the intense astonishment of his hearers. Afterwards 
he retired for a few months into the neighbouriiiug 
deserts of Arabia, where he probablv prepared himseS' 
for his calling to the apostleship. 1 rom thence he re- 
turned to Damascus, and remained there three years ; 
but the Jews having formed a conspiracy to kill him, 
the disciples let him down from the city wall in a 
basket, and he escaped to Jerusalem. Here the church 
was afraid to receive him, but Barnabas declared his 
call and conversion to Peter and James, and he resided 
fifteen days with Peter, but saw none other of the be- 
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lievers. At last, haying disputed in the synagogues 
with the foreign Jews who spoke Greek, the latter 
went about to slay him, and his visit being thus cut 
short, he proceeded to his own native town of Tarsus, 
from whence he was afterwards fetched by Barnabas, 
and taken to preach the gospel at Antioch. 
106 Philip the deacon preaches in Samaria. — 
Meanwhile the violent persecutions at Jerusalem had 
driven the sospel amongst the Gentiles. Philip the 
deacon preached the word in the city of Samaria, and 
amongst his numerous converts was Simon Magus the 
sorcerer. The apostolic body in Jerusalem sent Peter 
and John to lay their hands upon the new disciples, 
and impart to tnem the Holy Ghost, for as yet the be- 
lievers nad been only baptized. Simon Magus desired 
to purchase this power of imparting the Holy Spirit, 
but was severely reprimanded by Peter. The two 
apostles also preached the gospel throughout the Sa- 
maritan villages. After this Philip was commanded 
by the angel of the Lord to proceed to the desert road 
leading from Jerusalem to the old Philistine city of 
Gaza. Here he saw the treasurer of Candace, queen 
of the far-off country of Ethiopia. The treasurer was 
a proselyte to the Jewish faith, and had been to Jeru- 
salem to worship. He was now sitting in his chariot 
and reading the prophecies of Isaiah. Philip, guided 
by the Spirit, entered the chariot of the Ethiopian, and 
showed nim how the prophecies were fulfiUed by the 
coming of Jesus the Messiah. The Ethiopian believed, 
and Philip baptized him, but was carried away by the 
Spirit, and saw him no more. Meanwhile the madman 
Caligula, not content with being emperor of Rome, de- 
sired also to be worshipped as a deity. He ordered 
the Jews to set up his statue in their sacred temple. 
The Jews declar&i they would lay down their kves 
rather than submit to this sacrilege, and the general 
who was sent to enforce the law, contrived to postpone 
its execution until it was nullified by the deatn of the 
emperor. The threat of this feaxfiil outrage diverted 
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the attention of the bieots from the progress of the 
Christian faith. The name of persecution began to 
languish ; and the churches throughout all Judaea, Sa- 
maria, and Galilee, rested and were edified. 

Peter converts Cornelius, and preaches to the 107 
Gentiles. — Duri^ this peaceful freedom from perse- 
cution, Peter left Jerusalem and proceeded towanls the 
north of Galilee, visiting the infant churches which had 
already been established in various districts. A t Lydda 
he healed ^neas, a man who had been confined to his 
bed by the palsy for eight years. At the neighl)our- 
ing sea-port of Joppa, which now bears the name of 
Jwa, he stopped many days in the house of Simon a 
tanner, and restored to life a pious woman named Ta- 
bitha or Dorcas. At this time he received a direct 
intimation that the gospel was to be preached to the 
Gentiles. About 35 mues to the south of Joppa lay 
the important city of Csesarea, on the coast of the Me- 
diterranean. Gcesarea was generally the head-quarters 
of the Roman procurator ; and of the six cohorts under 
his command, five were stationed in this city, and one 
at Jerusalem.* The procurator was at this time su- 
perseded by king A^ppa, who however resided at 
Usesarea, and the troops still remained at the same 
quarters. A centurion named Cornelius belonged to 
one of these cohorts, which was called the Italian band, . 
because it chiefly consisted of Roman or Italian volun- 
teers. Cornelius was a devout man, and a proselyte 
to the Jewish faith . One afternoon about three o*clock 
an angel appeared to him in a vision, and directed him 
to send messei^rs to Joppa, to the house of Simon 
the tanner, and there to call for Peter, who should tell, 
him what to do. Cornelius immediately sent two of 
his household servants to Joppa, accompanied by a 
pious soldier of his band. About noon the next day 
the messengers were approaching the city. At that 

* A cohort of soldiers properly included 600 men, or six 
centuries of 100 men each. Ten cohorts formed a legion. 
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Tery time Peter went up to the house-top to pray. He 
was very hungry, and whilst a meal was heing pre- 
pared, he fell mto a trance, and saw heaven opened,^ 
and a vessel like a great sheet knit at the four comers 
descend to the earth. The vessel contained every 
yariety of heast and hird uniit for a pure Jew to eat, 
and therefore strikingly emhlematical of the Gentile 
world. A voice called upon him to rise and eat, hut 
he replied, '^ Not so. Lord ; for I have never eaten 
an^ toine that is common or unclean:** again the 
voice spoKe, *' What Grod hath cleansed, that call not 
thou common.** This was done three times, and then 
the vessel was received up into heaven. Whilst Peter 
was considering the meaning of the vision, the Spirit 
said, *' Three men seek thee, arise and go with them.** 
He went down and found the three messengers from 
Cornelius, and on the next day he went with them to 
Csesarea. Here he saw the pious centurion and many 
others assembled together, and he acknowledged how 
God had shown him that he must not call any man 
common or unclean. Cornelius then related his own 
vision, and Peter addressed the whole household ; and 
the Holy Ghost fell upon them, and he baptized them 
all. The church at Jerusalem having subsequently 
heard that Peter had preached to the Grentiles, accused 
bim of having eaten with the uncircumcised, but when 
he related the vision, they glorified God and held their 
peace. Shortly afterwards the church heard that the 
gospel had been preached to the Gentiles at Antioch, 
by some disciples who had fled from the persecution 
auer Stephen's martyrdom. Accordingly they sent 
Barnabas there to complete the good work ; ana he, as 
we have already seen, fetched oaul from Tarsus to 
assist him in his ministerial labours. Henceforth Je* 
rusalem may be regarded as the mother church of the 
Jews, and Antioch as the mother church of the Gen- 
tiles. And thb i>i8cipi.B8 were fibst galled Chbis- 
TiANs AT Antioch. 
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Persecution recommenced by Agrippa I. : his 108 
death. — Herod Agrippa was now at the height of 
power. All Palestine obeyed his rule, and though his 
Kingdom was dependent upon Rome, yet the favour of 
the emperor Claudius enabled him to defy every rival. 
By bis strict observance of the Mosaic law he became 
exceedingly popular with his subjects ; and in order 
still further to ingratiate himself with the Jewish na- 
tion, he commenc^ a violent persecution against the 
imofPending Christians. He put James the son of 
Zebedee, generally known as James the elder, to the 
sword ; and at the feast of unleavened bread he threw 
Peter into prison, and placed him under a guard of 
four quaternions of four soldiers each. These qua- 
ternions had him in charge by turns; two soldiers 
being chained to him in the prison itself, whilst the 
two others stood sentinel at the door. But at night 
the angel of the Lord delivered Peter from his dungeon 
and keepers, and he escaped to the house of Mary the 
mother of John Mark, and next day left Jerusalem ; 
whilst Agrippa put the soldiers to death and returned 
to Csesarea. Aner this Agrippa was offended by the 
inhabitants of the Phoenician towns of T^re and Sidon. 
These PhGenicians being a commercial people, probably 
depended for their com upon the dominions of Herod, 
and found a ready market for their own merchandise 
within his territories. They accordingly made friends 
with Blastus, the king*8 chamberlain, and came to 
Herod Agrippa, at Ciesarea, desiring peace. During 
the celebration of public games, the King appeared in 
royal apparel, and sat upon his throne and made an 
oration to them. The crowd saluted him with loud 
acclamations, sa3ring,^ " It is the voice of a god, and not 
of man." And immediately the angel of the Lord 
smote him, because he gave not God the glory ; and 
he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. Thus 
died Herod Agrippa I., in the forty-fourth year of 
his age, having reigned seven years over part of his 
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dominions, and three over the whole of Palestine. He 
left four children, but three only are mentioned in 
Scripture, viz. one son also named Agrippa, and two 
daughters, Bemice and Drusilla. 
109 Boman procurators over Palestine : life of 
Agrippa H. — The emperor Claudius would now have 
placed Agrippa the younger, the son of Agrippa L, on 
the throne of Falestme. But the young man was only 
seventeen years old, and too inexperienced to bear the 
burthen of royalty. Palestine accordingly relapsed 
into a mere Roman province, and was agam governed 
by a Roman procurator. Seven of these rulS in suc- 
cession, between the death of Agrippa L and the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, viz. Fadus, Alexander, Cumanus, 
Felix, Festus, Albinus, and G^ius Florus. Only two 
of these are mentioned in the New Testament, Felix 
and Festus. Like the former procurators, they were 
to some extent, dependent upon the president or pre- 
fect of Syria. These Roman officers were however 
unfitted to exercise the important but delicate office of 
nominating the high priest, and settling the govern- 
ment of tne temme and expenditure of the sacred 
treasure. This ecclesiastical authority was accordingly 

E laced in the hands of Herod, the brother of Acrippa 
. and Herodias, and therefore the grandson of Herod 
the Great, through Aristobulus. This Herod was a 
sort of dependent King over a little principality, called 
Chalcis, somewhere &yond the northern frontier of 
Palestine. . He was married to his niece Bemice, the 
sister of Agrippa the younger. He died after four 
more years, and his little principality, together with 
his ecclesiastical powers, descended to his nephew, 
Agrippa the younger. Shortly afterwards this Agrippa 
obtained the territory of Northern Persea, formerly 
held by Philip, as has father had done before him; 
but he resided at Jerusalem in virtue of his authority 
in matters of religion. He brought with him his sister 
Bernice, the widow of Herod, an^ as we shall presently 
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see, assisted Festus the procurator, in the trial of Paul 
at Csesarea. He died very long afterwards at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy. 



CHAPTER XL 



PAULAS THBEE TOUSS. 



Character of the cKurches at AntiocK a. d. 110 
and Jerusalem. — Beyond the northern -m— ^6. 
frontier of Palestine lay the Koman province of Syria. 
This large territory was divided into two regions : 1. 
Northern or Upper Syria, of which Antioch was the 
capital ; 2. Southern or Ccele Syria, of which Damas- 
cus was the capital. Antioch was the central point 
from whence Christianity was to be preached amongst 
the Grentiles, whilst Jerusalem was the rall3dng pomt 
for the Jewish Christians. Saul and Barnabas were 
at the head of the disciples at Antioch, whilst the 
twelve apostles presided in person over the church at 
Jerusalem, and Peter and cfames the less apparently 
exercised the high^t authority amongst then: body. 
The two churches were in intimate connexion. A 
famine having broken out in Judsea, the brethren at 
Antioch sent relief by the hands of Barnabas and Saul ; 
and we shall presently see that certain questions were 
sent by the church at Antioch, for settlement by the 
apostolic body at Jerusalem. 

Paul's first apostolic journey — ^Asia Minor. — 111 
Saul and Barnabas returned to Antioch after their 
charitable journey to Judaea, bringing with them John 
Mark, the nephew of Barnabas. By the Divine direc- 
tion, Saul and Barnabas were then set apart for mis- 
sionary labours. After fasting and prayer they were 
sent forth by the Holy Ghost, and John JVlbrk accom- 
panied them. The port of Antioch is called Seleucia, 
and from this place they all then sailed to the opposite 
island of Cyprus, and traversed it from east to west. 
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Here Sergius Paulus, tbe Roman goyemor of the 
island, was converted to Christ. A Jewish sorcerer, 
named Barjesus, who called himself Elymas, or *^ wise 
man," endeavoured to turn him away from the faith, 
but was struck blind by Saul. From Cyprus they 
sailed to the southern coast of Asia Minor, and hence- 
forth Saul was called Paul. The apostolic progress 
through the part of Asia Minor included in the pro- 
vinces of Pamphylia, Pisidia, and Lycaonia, wilt be 
best described by marking the several stations. 

Pamphylia. Ist station : Perga. — Here John 
Mark left Paul and Barnabas and returned to 
Jerusalem, whilst the two others proceeded 80 or 
90 miles northward up the country. 

Pisidia. 2nd station : Antiocli. — This city must 
not be confounded with the Antioch in Up^r 
Syria. Here Paul and Barnabas entered a Jewish 
synagogue on the sabbath day, and were invited 
to preach. Paul accordingly showed how God 
had especially chosen the people of Israel, and 
had at length raised up David to be their king ; 
and how from David*s seed he had raised up Jesus 
to be a Saviour of Israel, and of whom John the 
Baptist had spoken. '• To you of the stock of 
Abraham," he said, "is this salvation sent; for 
though crucified and buried, yet Jesus is raised 
from the dead. By him is preached for^veness 
of sins, and by him all that believe are justified 
from all things. Beware therefore lest ye despise, 
and wonder, and perish." The address was most 
effective. Directly the Jews left the synagoffue 
the Gentiles requested that it might be preached 
to them on the following sabbath ; and meanwhile 
many Jews and their proselytes followed Paul and 
Barnabas. The next sabbath almost all the city 
assembled to hear the two apostles. The Jews 
were envious of the multitudes, and contradicted 
the words of Paul. Then the apostle said, " It 
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was necessary that the word of God should be first 
spoken to you ; but seeing that ye put it from you, 
and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
lo, we turn to the Gentiles." This speech glad- 
dened the Gentiles, but incensed the Jews. A 
persecution was raised, and Paul and Barnabas 
were expelled from the province ; and shaking off 
the dust from their feet, they proceeded about 80 
miles in an easterly direction. 

Iiycaonia. Srd station : Iconium. — Here Paul 
and Barnabas again preached in the Jewish syna- 
gogue, and a multitude of both Jews and prose- 
lytes believed. The unbelieving Jews however 
stirred up the Gentiles against them. Part of the 
citizens sided with this opposition, and part sided 
with the apostles. At last, being threatened with 
stoning, Paul and Barnabas left the city. 

4th station : Ly^tra. — Here they preached 

the gospel as before, and Timothy, and nis mother 
Lois, and grandmother Eunice, appear to have 
been amongst the converts. Paul also healed a 
man who had been a cripple from his birth, and 
the miracle had an immense effect upon the mul- 
titude. The ancient belief widely spread amongst 
the heathen, that the gods themselves sometimes 
came down in human form to benefit mankind, 
was much increased at this period by the general 
religious ferment. The ])eople cried out, "The 

fods are come down to us in the likeness of men." 
(amabas) being the oldest, was taken for'Zeus or 
Jupiter. Paul, being the chief speaker, was taken 
for Hermes or Mercury, the herald of the gods. 
Jupiter was the titular deitv of Lystra, and the 
priest brought oxen and garlands to the city-gates 
to sacrifice. Paul and Barnabas now rent their 
clothes and declared their mission ; but had some 
difficulty in restraining the populace from these 
heathen demonstrations. Subsequently a deputa- 
tion of unbelievinc: Jews from Antiocn and Ico- 



110 Paul's three tours, a. d. 44—56. 

nium completely turned the current of public 
feeling. Paul was stoned and left for dead out- 
side the city ; but was at last restored by the new 
converts, and next day he and Barnabas left the 
place. 

6tli station : Derbe.— Here Paul and Barnabas 



appear to have preached the gospel without being 
disturbed, and at length tumect back, and fear- 
lessly revisited the churches they had already 
established at the several stations, and ordained 
elders or presbyters in every church. At last 
they reached the port of Attalia, near Perga, and 
sailed from thence to their own church at Antioch 
in K'orthem Syria. 

112 Apostolic council at Jerusalem. — ^Four years 
passed away before Paul undertook a second apostolic 
journey. During this period Paul and Barnabas re- 
sided chiefly at Antioch, but performed two missions to 
Jerusalem concerning matters relating to the Gentile 
converts. The first or private mission is only recorded 
in the Epistle to the Gralatians : the second or public 
mission is fully related in the Acts of the Apostles.* 
On the first occasion Paul went up to Jerusalem, ac- 
companied by Barnabas and a youn^ converted Gen- 
tile, named Titus. His especial object was to com- 
municate privately to the apostolic heads of the church 
at Jerusalem, the nature of the gospel which he preach- 
ed to the Gentiles; and Peter, John, and James the 
less gave to him and Barnabas the right hand of fel- 
lowship, that they two should be the apostles to the 
Gentiles, as the others were the apostles to the Jews. 
After this Peter went down to Antioch, and at first 
scrupled not to eat with the Gentile believers. But 
subsequently some mischievous Judaizing Christians 

* For the diflferences between the private joumej noticed 
in the Epistle to Galatians, and the public one recorded in 
the Acts, see the larger Analysis and Summary of New 
Testament History. 
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came from Judaea bearing a pretended message from 
James the less, and saying, ^' Except ye be all dicnm- 
cised ye cannot be saved." Peter now withdrew and 
separated himself. Other Christian Jews at Antioch 
followed his example, until at last Barnabas himself 
was carried away wLth their timidity and dissimulation. 
But Paul had always consistently and with authority 
fearlessly advocated the freedom of the Gentile be- 
lievers irom the Mosaic law. He therefore now boldly 
sAed Peter, " Why, after freely living with the Gen- 
tiles, and according to their law, he should now try to 
oblige them to follow the Jewish law ?** A dissension 
arose in the church, and it was determined to refer 
the matter for the public decision of the apostles and 
elders. Paul and feamabas with certain others were 
therefore sent to Jerusalem, and an apostolic council 
was held. Certain Jewish Christians, who belonged to 
the sect of Pharisees, then opened the proceedings, by 
saying that the Gentile converts ought to be obliged 
to keep the laws of Moses. Much disputing followed. 
Then Peter got up and said, " You know how the 
Gentiles, Cornelius and his household, heard the word 
of the sospel by my mouth ; and how God gave them 
the Holy Ghost, as he gave it to us, making no differ- 
ence between us and them. Why then put a yoke on 
the Gentiles, which neither we nor our fathers could 
bear ? We believe that we shall be saved through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so do they. Paul 
and Barnabas followed, and declared what wonders and 
miracles God had wrought upon the Grentiles by their 
means. At last James the less got up and spoke as 
follows : " Peter has declared to you how God at first 
visited the Gentiles, and this visitation is agreeable to 
the words of the prophets. Let us not then overbur- 
ben the Gentiles, but only enforce abstinence from 
idolatrous pollutions, and from eating blood and things 
strangled. This suggestion pleased the assembly. It 
merely required that the Gentiles should be obliged to 
live like the proselytes of the gate, and compelled to 
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keep the seven precepts of Noah, viz. those against 
idolatiy, profanity, impurity, murder, dishonesty, eat- 
ing blood or things strangled, and allowing a mur- 
derer to live ; but James omitted those precepts in his 
address, which it was evident should be observed by 
all Christians. The apostles accordingly sent Judas 
Barsabas and Silas to accompany Paul and Barnabas 
back to . Antioch, and they wrote an apostolic letter, 
announcing the decision, for the deputies to take with 
them. This letter was afterwards read in the church 
at Antioch, and Silas remained there whilst Judas re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 
113 Paul's second apostolic journey — Macedonia 
and Greece. — The Jewish and Gentile parties at 
Antioch were now reconciled. A short rest followed. 
Paul then asked Barnabas to accompany him on a visit 
to the churches established on their first apostolic tour. 
Barnabas agreed, but wished to take John Mark. This 
Paul refused to do, for he felt indignant at Mark^s 
leaving them on the former occasion. The contention 
led to a separation. Barnabas sailed with Mark to his 
native island of Cyprus. Paul associated himself with 
Silas, and proceeded by land to his native province of 
Cilicia in Asia Minor, and from thence to the towns of 
Lystra and Derbe. On the way he strengthened and 
confirmed the churches, and at Lvstra he took with 
him Timothy, a young convert, who was the son of a 
Greek father and Jewish mother, who had been con- 
verted during the first apostolic journey. Paul, Silas, 
and Timothy then appear to have traversed the whole 
Iragth of Asia Mmor to the port of Troas on the west- 
em coast, a little to the north of ancient Troy. Here 
Luke the physician joined the apostolic missionaries, 
and a vision appeared to Paul. A man of Macedonia 
stood before him at night, and said, ** Come over and 
help us." The four obeyed the Divine intimation, and 
sailed across the ^gean Sea to the coast of Europe, 
stopping on their way at the small island of Samo- 
thrace, and next day reaching the port of Neapolb on 
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the Macedonian coast. The progress through the 
two Roman provinces of Macedonia and Greece, will be 
best described by marking the several stations. 

ICacedonia. Ist atation : Neapolis. — The Ma- 
cedonian port at which the four landed* 

2nd station : Philippi. — This city may be re- 
carded as the capital of the province of Macedonia. 
It was peopled by a Roman colony, and was seated 
on the small river Gangites, between the K'estus 
and the Strymon. The Jews and proselytes at 
Philippi were probably not sufficiently numerous 
to establish a synagogue. They therefore per- 
formed their devotions at a spot surrounded by 
trees on the banks of the river, outside the city. 
To this spot Paul and his fellow-labourers repair- 
ed and taught. A proselyte named Lydia was 
converted and baptized with all her household. 
She came from Lydia in Asia Minor, and was a 
dealer in purple vests or dye, for which the Ly- 
dians were celebrated ; and by her importunity 
she persuaded Paul and his companions to lodge 
at her house. A female diviner perpetually dis- 
turbed Paul and the others on their way to prajrer. 
Paul in the name of Jesus commanded the spirit 
of divination to leave her, and the damsel was 
dispossessed. Her masters, who had hitherto made 
considerable profit by her soothsaying, now saw 
that all their gains were gone. They seized Paul 
and Silas and carried them before the chief ma- 
gistrates of the colony, accusing them of having 
endeavoured to introduce Jewish customs. The 
Jews were permitted to practise their own religion, 
biit the Romans were not allowed to adopt that 
or any other foreign worship. The magistrates, 
there&re, supposing Paul and Silas to be merely 
turbulent Jews, ordered them to be scourged and 
thrown into prison, where the gaoler set their feet 
fast in the stocks. At midnight, whilst Paul and 
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Silas were pra3dng and singing praises to God, an 
earthquake shook the prison. All the doors were 
opened, and every cnain was loosened. The 
gaoler awoke, and thinking that the prisoners had 
escaped, drew his sword to kill hunself. Paul 
cried out to him that they were all there, and he 
came in trembling, and asked what he should do 
to be saved. They told him to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and then preached the gospel 
to all who were in the house. The caoler wasTOd 
their wounds, and set meat before tnem, and the 
same night he and all his household were baptized. 
The next morning the magistrates sent their ser- 
geants or lictors to order toe gaoler to release the 
two prisoners, and bid them depart. But Paul 
and Silas were both Roman citizens,* and accord- 
ing to the Pordan law,ii7hich had passed in Rome 
about 250 years before, a severe penalty was 
visited upon any ma^trate who scourged or ex- 
ecuted a Roman citizen. Paul was ever willing 
to suffer persecution in the cause of Christ, but he 
would not yield to a tyrannical outrage which was 
contrary to the established law. He now said to 
the lictors, "We have been scourged and im- 
prisoned without trial though we are Roman citi- 
zens, and we will not be thrust out secretly. Let 
the magistrates come themselves and fetch us out." 
The lictors took the message. The magistrates 
were afraid of consequences, and came in person 
and beseeched Paul and Silas to leave Philippi ; 
and the apostles then returned to Lydia's house, 
and after comforting the brethren, departed with 
Timothy, but left Luke behind. 
8rd station : TKesaalonica. — Paul, Silas, and 



Timothy now proceeded in a south-westerly di- 

* The rights of Roman citizenship were attainable by 
birthright, or by payment of a large sum of money. Paul 
was bom a Roman citizen, but how his family acquired the 
distanctioQ is unknown. 



A. D. 44— 56. Paul's three tours, 115 

• rection, through Amphipolis and ApoUonia, to 
the great commercial city of Thessalonica, an- 
cienuy called Therma, which was only 20 miles 
from iPhilippi. Here Paul lodged in the house of 
a belieyer named Jason, and received aid from the 
church at Fhillppi at two difierent periods, though 
he laboured night and day to avoid being chax^pe- 
able to his Christian brethren. The Jews, bemg 
probably attracted by the commerce of Thessa- 
lonica, were sufficiently numerous to build a syna- 
gogue. Here, according to his usual custom, Paul 
preached the gospel before he taught amongst the 
Grentiles. On three different sabbaths he rea- 
soned with the congregation out of the Scriptures, 
alleging that Christ must have suffered and have 
risen from the dead, and that Jesus was the Christ. 
A multitude of the proselytes and chief women 
believed, and followed Paul and Silas. The body 
of the Jews however were, as usual, filled with 
envy. They collected a la^ crowd of idle fellows 
and assaulted the house of Jason, but being un- 
able to find Paul and Silas, they dragged Jason 
himself and several other converts before the Ro- 
man magistrates of the city, and accused them of 
setting up Jesus as another king in opposition to 
the emperor Claudius Caesar. The magistrates 
were much troubled at the accusation, but having 
taken security of Jason and the others, they let 
them go. But the newly established church was 
alarmed, and the brethren immediately sent Paul 
and Silas away by night. 

4tli station : Bercea. — ^The two apostles next 



proceeded to Bercea, which lay only ten miles off. 
Here they entered the Jewish synagogue, and 
found the people more noble-minded than those 
of Thessalonica, for they received the word with 
readiness, and searched the Scriptures, to see if 
Paul's quotations were correct. The result was 
that many believed, but the Jews of Thessalonica 

t 2 
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heard what was going on, and came to Beroea and 
stirred np the people, and the brethren sent Paul 
away, whilst Silas and Timothy remained. 
Greece, or Achaia. 6th station: Athens. — 
Paul was then conducted to Athens, from whence 
he sent hack by his conductors a message to Silas 
and Timothy to join him with all speed. Athens 
was the chief seat of learning in the world. The 
Romans sent their sons there as to a university, 
for the completion of their education. Her citi- 
zens and Visitors were alike distinguished for their 
enthusiastic attachment to Greek manners, phi- 
losophy, and idolatry. The spirit of Paul was 
stirred within him. He disputed with the Jews and 
proselytes whom he met in the synagogue, and with 
the yarious philosophers whom he encountered 
in the market-place. The Athenian philosophers 
were divided mto two great schools, the Stoics 
and the Epicureans. Socrates had taught, many 
years before, that happiness was the end of ex- 
istence. One of his disciples declared, that the 
way to attain this happiness, was to renounce all 
pleasures : and hence arose the Stoics. On the 
other hand, another disciple preached that the way 
to attain this happiness, was to indulge in ever^ 
pleasure and enjoyment: hence arose the Epi- 
cureans. These two sects were interested in 
PauFs doctrines, and indeed the people of Athens 
generally spent all their time in hearing or tell- 
ing some new thing. Accordingly they took 
Paul to the Areopagus, which is a rocky eminence 
called Mars* Hill, near the citadel or Acropolis. 
Here there used to be a council called the Are- 
opagites, who decided matters of reli^on; and 
close by, was a small but celebrated hill, called 
the Pnyx, where, standing on a bare black stone, 
Demosthenes and other orators delivered those 
masterpieces of eloquence which had swayed the 
assembled Athenians, and were to delight all sue- 
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ceeding ages. The philosophers now said to Paul 
^* What is this new doctrine of which you speak ? '* 
Then the apostle, standing in the midst, delivered 
his unrivalled discourse. 

^* Athenians, I perceive that you are are exces- 
sively reli^ous. As I passed hy I saw an altar 
beaTing this inscription, * To tbb unknown God.* 
This God, whom you ignorantly worship, I will 
declare unto you. The Maker of the world and 
all things therein — the Lord of heaven and earth 
— dwelleth not in temples made with hands, nei- 
ther is he worshipped with men's hands as though 
he needed any thmg, for he giveth to all life and 
breath. In him we live, and move, and have our 
being. Even your own poets have said, (espe- 
cially Aratus, in the commencement of his poem 
of the Phssnomina,) *For we also are his off- 
spring.* Forasmuch then as we are the offspring 
of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto images graven by art and man*s de- 
vice. The times of this ignorance God hath winked 
at ; but he now commands all men every where to 
repent. Because he hath appointed a day when 
he will judge the world by Jesus Christ, whom 
he hath ordained ; of which he hath given assur- 
ance unto all men, by raising him from the dead." 

When the audience heard of this resurrection 
from the dead, some scoffed, but others said they 
would hear him again upon the question. Paul 
then left the spot, but several believed, and amongst 
others were Dionysius, a member of the Areopagite 
council, and a woman named Damaris. After this 
Timothy left Silas at Beroea and joined Paul at 
Athens, but was immediately sent to confirm the 
church at Thessalonica, whilst Paul himself pro- 
ceeded on his apostolic mission. 

6tli station: Corinth.— From Athens Paul 



proceeded southward to Corinth, the capital of the 
Koman province of Greece, or Achaia, and the em- 
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porium of trade. Corinth was thus the centre of 
commerce and luxury, as Athens was the seat of 
learning. Here Paul met with a Jew, named 
Aquila, who was a tent-maker ; and being a tent- 
maker himself, he abode with Aquila and hb wife 
Priscilla, and laboured at their craft. Every sab- 
bath however he preached in the synagcjgue there. 
He also wrote his Epistle to the church in Galatia, 
one of the central provinces of Asia Minor. After 
some time he was joined by Silas and Timothy 
from Macedonia, and assisted bv them he boldly 
testified to the Jews in Corinth that Jesus was 
the Christ. Altogether he stayed here eighteen 
months. He visited the house of a Gentile con- 
vert, named Justus, and baptized numbers of the 
Corinthians; and amongst others, Crispus, the 
ruler of the Jewish synago^e. At last the Jews 
rose against him, and earned him before Gallio, 
the Roman proconsul of the province, and said, 
" This fellow persuades men to worship God con- 
trary to the law." Paul was about to speak in 
his defence, but G^llio said, ^' If it were a criminal 
question, O je Jews, I would listen to it ; but if 
it is a question of words and names and of your 
law, look ye to it ; for I will be no judge of such 
matters." He then drove away the Jews from 
the judgment -seat, whilst the Corinthian populace 
seized S)sthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, who 
had probably succeeded Crispus, and beat him be- 
fore the tribunal. But Gallio cared for none of 
these things. Shortly afterwards Paul left Corinth, 
having, whilst there, written his two Epistles to 
the church at Thessalonica, and received another 
contribution from Philippi. He was accompanied 
by Silas and Timothy, and by Aquila and Pris- 
cilla, and some other believers ; and embarked at 
Cenchrese, the eastern port of Corinth. He first 
sailed to Ephesus, the capital of Lydiati Asia, the 
western province of Asia Minor, and preached in 
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the synagogue there, but could not stop, as he was 
anxious to proceed to Jerusalem in consequence of 
a vow. From Ephesus he sailed to Csesarea, and 
then went by land to Jerusalem and saluted the 
church there, and at last returned to his own par- 
ticular church at Antioch in Sjrria, and thus com- 
pleted his second great apostolic progress. 

Paul's third apostolic journey: Asia Minor, 114 
Macedonia, niyricum, and Greece. — Paul appears 
to have stayed but a short time at Antioch, before en- 
tering a thurd time upon his missionary labours. This 
tour lasted longer than either of the previous ones, 
and the apostle did not at its conclusion find himself 
at Antioch. He first proceeded through Asia Minor, 
visiting all the churches until he came to Ephesus, at 
the western extremity, where he made some stay. He 
next visited Macedonia, lUyricum, and Greece, and 
then returned through Macedonia to the port of Troas, 
on the western coast of Asia Minor. From thence 
he sailed bv Miletus to Phoenicia, and then proceeded 
by land to Jerusalem, where he was apprehended. The 
narrative of this extensive tour we shall separate ^a be- 
fore, according to the stations. 

Lydian Asia. 1st station : Ephesus. — Paul 
}eft Antioch, accompanied by Timothy and Eras- 
tus, and entering Asia Minor he passed through 
Galatia and Phrygia, and at length arrived at 
Ephesus. This city was the great emporium of 
the trade of Asia Minor, as Corinth may be re- 
garded as the emporium of Europe. It was the 
capital of Lvdian Asia, or Asia, as it is called in 
the Acts, wnich included all, or nearly all, the 
western territory of Asia Minor, between Phrygia 
and the ^gean Sea. Shortly before the arrival 
of Paul, a man of great power and eloquence, 
named Apollos. had been preaching at Ephesus. 
ApoUos was a Jew, bom and educated in the great 
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Egyptian city of Alexandria. He was deeply 
versed in the Scriptures, though only aoquaintea 
with the baptism of John. Aquila and rriscilla, 
whom Paul had left behind at Ephesus on his 
previous tour, heard Apollos preaching in the 
synagogue ; and they took him to their house, and 
explained to him more thoroughly the ways of 
God. He was a man zealous as well as eloq^uent, 
and soon desired to extend the sphere of his la- 
bours by proceeding to Greece. The church at 
Ephesus accordingly wrote letters, recommendiuj^ 
him to the churches in Greece. At Corinth his 
preaching was eminently successful, but appears 
to have given rise to a tbird party in the church.* 
At this critical moment Paul reached Ephesus. 
He found that the converts made by Apollos had 
only been baptized according to the baptism of 
John the Baptist, and he therefore rebaptized 
them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
they were immediately filled with the Holy Ghost. 
For three months Paul continued to preach, but 
without effect, in the Jewish synagogue, and then 
finding that the Jews only blasphemed aeainst the 
gospel before the general multitude, he left them 
and taught in one of the Greek schools belonging 
to a man named Tyrannus. This practice he cfm- 
tinued for two years, and God wrought great 
miracles by his hand, especially in the healing of 
diseases and dispossessing of demoniacs. Mean- 
time certain vagrant Jewish exorcists, who pro- 
fessed to cast out demons, saw his successful mira- 
cles, and began to say over the demoniacs, ^* We 
adjure you by Jesus, whom Paul preacheth." 
On one occasion the seven sons of one Sceva, 
a Jew, made use of this form of abjuration^ 

* Paul in his subsequent Epistle reproved the church at 
Corinth for this disposition to separate into parties, of which 
he notices three, viz. (1.) that of Peter ; (2.) that of Apollos ; 
and (3.) that of himself: 1 Cor. i. 12—17. 
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but the evil spirit replied, " Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know : but who are ye?" The demoniac 
then leaped upon the exorcists, and they fled 
naked and wounded. The news spread through- 
out Ephesus. Magicians and sorcerers, who had 
acquired wealth and reputation by the practice of 
a8trol(^, divination, and other occult sciences, 
were alarmed. Many came to Paul and confessed 
their several impostures, and believed in Jesus ; 
and many who studied magic, brought their books, 
which were worth 50,000 pieces of silver, or more 
than fifteen hundred pounds sterling, and burned 
them before the multitude. During his present 
visit Paul sent Timothy and Erastus forward to 
Macedonia, and further directed Timothy to pro- 
ceed from thence to Corinth. He also sent his 
First Epistle to the Corinthian church. Meantime 
a popular tumult broke out at Ephesus. Artemis, 
called Diana by the Romans, was the titular deity 
of the city, and possessed a magnificent temple, 
which contained a very ancient image of the god- 
dess, said to have fallen from heaven. A number 
of small silver models of this temple were made at 
Ephesus and sold throughout Asia Minor. De- 
metrius, a wholesale dealer in these silver shrines, 
assembled together the various artisans and work- 
men, and declared that their craft was in danger 
from the preacfain? of Paul. Excited by his 
words they all cried out, " Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians ! " and seizing Gains and Aristarchus, 
two Macedonians who had accompanied Paul in 
his travels, they rushed into the theatre, which 
amongst the Greeks was used both for sports and 
public business. Paul would have followed, but 
was restrained by the disciples ; and the chief ma- 
gistrates of the city, (called Asiarchs,) also sent to 
request him not to venture. The vast theatre, 
capable of holding 30,000 persons, was soon filled 
with an immense multitude, of whom the majority 
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knew not why they were assembled. A man 
named Alexander was put forward by the Jews 
to make some kind of address, but du'ectly the 
people knew that he was a Jew, they all with 
one voice cried out for about two hours, ^' Great 
is Diana of the Ephesians I " At last the cihr re- 
corder managed to appease the people. '^ Every 
man," he said, ^' knows that the city of Ephesus 
is guardian of the great goddess Diana, and of the 
image that fell from Jupiter. As therefore these 
things cannot be spoken against, you ought to be 
quiet, and do nothing rashly. But you have 
brought here men who are neither robbers of 
temples, nor blasphemers against your goddess. 
If Demetrius and the craftsmen have any charge 
to brinff forward, the law is open, and they can 
plead their cause before the Roman prefect ; and 
if you inquire concerning other matters, it shall 
be determined in a lawful assembly. For we are 
in danger of being accused of a riot, as we cannot 
give a reason for this day's uproar." The people 
were soon dispersed by this judicious address, for 
they were well aware that the Roman govern- 
ment severely punished, by death or confiscation, 
every appearance of insubordination or sedition 
in their provinces. Paul, however, shortly after- 
wards left the city and proceeded northwards to 
the port of Troas, from whence he took ship and 
sailed to Macedonia. 

Macedonia and lilyricum. Apostolic visita- 
tions. — Paul now proceeded through Macedonia, 
visiting and confirming the churdies, and here 
he wrote his Second Epistle to the Corinthians. He 
then penetrated the western region of lilyricum, 
and from thence proceeded southwards into 
Greece. 

Greece, or Achaia. 2nd station: Corinth. — 
Paul at last reached Corinth, and abode there 
three months. Here he wrote his Epistle to the 
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church at Rome, which had heen already estab- 
lished, probably by uuknown pious converts 
from Jerusalem. The Epistle was taken to Rome 
. by Phoebe, a deaconess of the church at Cenchres, 
the eastern part of Corinth ; and in it Paul men- 
tions his intention of visiting Rome during a pro- 
jected extensive progress through western £urope 
as far as Spain. At length Paul determined to 
carry to Jerusalem the contributions which he had 
collected from the Gentile churches for the poorer 
Christians there, and from thence he thought of 
returning to his own particular church at Antioch. 
He found however that the Jews were lying in 
wait to attack him, and accordingly changed his 
route and proceeded by land northward through 
Macedonia. 

Macedonia. 8rd station: Philippi.-^Paul now 
again visited the city and colony of Philippi. He 
was accompanied by seven of the Christian bre- 
thren, viz. Sopater, Arbtarchus, Secundus, Gains, 
Timothy, Tycnicus, and Trophimus. These seven 
then proceeded to the port of Troas, on the west- 
em coast of Asia Minor, and there waited for 
Paul to follow them. 

Asia Minor. 4th station : Troas. — Meanwhile 
Luke had joined Paul at Phtlippi, and after five 
days the two fellow-labourers reached Troas, and 
abode there seven days. On the first day of the 
week, or Sunday, the disciples of Troas assembled 
in an upper chamber to keep the Lord's supper. 
The next day Paul was to proceed on his voyace. 
He accordingly prolonged his discourse on the 
present occasion until midnight A youn^ man 
named Eutychus sat in the recess of the wmdow, 
or rather wind-door, which was made for the ad- 
mission of fresh air. From the lateness of the 
hour he gradually became asleep, and at last fell 
from the chamber, which was on the third storv, 
upon the hard earth or pavement below. The 
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body vrsa taken up for dead, but Paul embraced 
it, and the young man was restored to life, and re- 
turned to the assembly, to the great joy of all 
present Paul then administered the communion, 
and talked with the brethren until daybreak, and 
then left the city. Jerusalem was the point which 
he desired to reach. The route was ^yided into 
three distinct stages. (1.^ The southerly voyage 
along the western coast oi Asia Minor, from Thmis 
to Cape Cnidus. (2.) The easterlyvoyage from 
Cape Cnidus to Phoenicia. (3.) The southerly 
land journey from Phoenicia to Jerusalem. 
Xgeajo, Sea : Southerly voyage from Troas to 
CniduB. — Paul himself walked on foot along 
the coast from Troas to Assos, a small town about 
nine miles off; whilst Luke and the others sailed 
to the same place. At Assos Paul got on board, 
and after four days they all reached Miletus. It 
is interesting to note the character of these ancient 
voyages. The ship was apparently a small one ; 
very different from the large merchantmen which 
carried com from Egypt to Rome, and in one of 
which Paul afterwards suffered shipwreck off 
Malta. ' Every night the present little vessel was 
apparently moored in some convenient station, 
and did not proceed on her course until the follow- 
ing mominff. The first day the voyagers reached 
Mitylene, the capital of the island of Lesbos, and 
about 30 miles from Troas. The second day they 
anchored off the island of Chios. The third day 
they passed by Ephesus, and arrived at the island 
of Samos, but apparently passed the night in Tro- 
g^Uium, a neighbouring promontory and town 
situated on the main-land. The fourth they 
reached Miletus. Here Paul summoned the 
elders or presbyters from the church of Ephesus, 
and addr^sed them on the importance of fidelity 
and faithfulness in the ministerial office, first as 
illustrated in his own example, and secondly as 
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Te<][uired of those who had^been called by the Holy 
Spirit. The discourse was rendered affecting by 
the apostle*s making touching allusion to the dan- 
gers he had undergone, and the bonds and afflic- 
tions which awaited him at Jerusalem; and he 
concluded by especially recommending the poorer 
members of the christian churches to their charity, 
and exhorting them to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, '^ It is more blessed to give than to 
receive," which were probably preserved by me- 
mory, as they are not to be found in either of the 
Gospels. When he had finished, the assembly 
wept sore and fell on his neck and kissed him, 
especially sorrowing at his l^&ving said that they 
would see his face no more. Tney all accom- 
panied him to the ship ; and Luke embarked with 
him, and all the seven brethren, who joined him 
at Troas, except Sopater, who stopped behind in 
Lydian Asia. On the first day the voyagers reached 
the small island of Cos, and on the second they 
doubled the promontory of Cnidus, at which point 
they were obliged to change their course. 
Mediterranean Sea. Easterly voyage from 
CniduB to Phcenioia. — ^The voyagefs may now 
be said to have left the ^^n Sea and entered 
the Mediterranean, though it would be impossible 
to draw a sharp line of separation between the two 
seas. From Cnidus they sailed past the iidand of 
Rhodes to the port of Fatara on the southern coast 
of Lycia, Asia Minor, anciently celebrated for its 
oracle of Apollo. From Fatara they embarked in 
another vessel, and leaving the island of Cyprus 
on their left hand, they at last reached Tyre, the 
ancient capital and emporium of Phcenicia. Here 
they landed whilst the ship unloaded her carj^o, 
and remained seven days. The disciples residing 
here entreated Paul not to go to Jerusalem, but 
without success. At last they accompanied him 
and Luke and the six others to the sea-side, and 
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kneeling down on the beach they prayed and took 
their leave. Paul and his companions then re- 
embarked and sailed to Ftolemais, the modem 
Acre, and abode there one day, taid on the morrow 
went to the port of Csesarea. 
Palestine, luand Journey from PhoBnicia to 
Jerusalem. — Paul lodged at Csesarea for several 
days, in the house of Philip the deacon and evan- 
gelist, the same who had converted the Ethiopian 
minister of Candace. Here a Christian prophet, 
named Agabus, came from Judaea, and prophesied 
that Paul would be bound at Jerusalem and de- 
livered up to the Gentiles. Luke and his com- 
panions now united with the church at Csesarea, 
m endeavouring to persuade him against proceed- 
ing to the capital, but Paul was firm. '*I am 
ready," he said, '* not only to be bound, but also 
to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus ;" and they could only reply, " The will of 
the Lord be done." Accordingly they all went 
to Jerusalem, accompanied by several of the bre- 
thren, and one Mnason, an old disciple of Cyprus. 



CHAPTER XIL 

Paul's iwpbisonment and death. 

115 Paul's apprehension at Jerusalem. — The elders 
and apostles received Paul with gladness, and quickly 
assembled to hear him recount his labours amongst the 
Gentiles. At its conclusion they reminded him of the 
thousands of Jewish Christians, who still continued 
zealous for the Mosaic law, and told him that it was 
reported that he had taught the foreign Jews to forsake 
the requirements and observances of this law. They 
therefore requested him to conciliate the Jewish be- 
lievers, by publicly going through the ceremonies of 
purification in the temple, in company with four poor 
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Nazarites; and particularly to pay in addition the 
necessary expenses of their offerings, which would he 
esteem^ as an act of special merit. Paul accordingly 
acceded to their request. 

Meanwhile the feast of Pentecost was fast approach* 
ing. Jerusalem, as usual during festival seasons, was 
filled with crowds of Jews from all quarters of the 
world. Some who had come from Lyman Asia recog- 
nised Paul in the temple, and stirred up the people 
and laid hands on him, saying, *' This is the man who 
eyery where preaches against the Jewish people, their 
temple, and their religion, and who hath brought Gen- 
tiles into the temple courts.** The last charge was 
especially untrue. They had merely seen Paul walk-' 
ing about Jerusalem with Trophimus, the Ephesian, 
and therefore presumed that he had also brought him 
into the sanctuary. But the whole citv was quickly 
in an uproar. The multitude dragged Paul from the 
temple and were about to kill him. Felix was at this 
time procurator of Judaea, but he was stationed with 
five cohorts at Caesarea. A sixth cohort was however 
posted in Jerusalem, in the castle of Antonia, which 
overhung the temple, and communicated with its courts 
by flights of stairs. Claudius Lysias was commander 
of the cohort, and hearing of the tumult he marched 
out with a band of troops to supj^ress it. The people 

fave way before the Roman soldiers, and Lysias took 
^aul and ordered him to be bound, and then inquired 
who he was, and what he had done. Some of the 
multitude cried out one thing and some another. At 
last Lysias ordered his troops to cariy Paul up the 
stairs into the castle, whilst the mob rollowed, crying 
out, " Away with him I *' When the apostle was fairly 
within the castle, he asked Lysias, in the Greek lan- 
guage, if he might speak. The commander was sur- 
prised at hearing him speak Greek, as he thought the 
apostle was an Egyptian impostor, who a short time 
before had obtained the reputation of a prophet, and 
attracted vast crowds to tne Mount of Ohves, pro- 
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mising that the walls of Jerusalem should fall down af 
his oraers. The adherents of the Egyptian, which iu«- 
cluded bands of sicarii, or assassins, as well as a mixed 
rabble, were dispersed by Felix, the procurator ; bixt 
the impostor himself was supposed to have escaped. 
Paul speedily undeceived Lysias. '^ I am a Jew," he 
said, " of Tarsus in Cilicia, and I beseech you to suffer 
me to speak to the people.** The request was granted. 
Paul stood on the stairs of the castle, and raised his 
hand for peace. Silence was at last restored, and he 
delivered the following address in Hebrew, which ef-^ 
fectually quieted the multitude, as the language itself 
was sufficient to disprove the charge of disaffection to 
the Mosaic laws. 

116 Speech from the stairs of Antonia. — ''Men, 
brethren, and fathers, listen to my defence. I am a 
Jew, born in Tarsus, and was educated in this city, at 
the foot of the learned Gamaliel. I was instructed 
perfectly in the law of the fathers, and was zealous 
towards God as you all are this day. I persecuted all 
who were opposed to this law, even unto death, which 
can be fully testified by the high priest and Sanhedrim, 
who gave me letters to the synagogues at Damascus, 
empowering me to bring offenders to Jerusalem. On 
my road Jesus of Nazareth appeared to me in a light 
from heaven, and ordered me to go into Damascus ; 
and as I had lost my sight by the glory of the light, I 
was led by the hand into the citv. Here a devout man, 
named Ananias, restored my sight, and assured me that 
I had been chosen as a witness for Christ ; and I went 
from thence to Jerusalem, where the Lord appeared 
again to me in the temple, and ordered me to go to the 
UentUesr 

in Conspiracy of Forty : Patil sent to Csasarea.— ^ 
Directly the multitude heard these hateful words thej 
broke mto a sudden tumult. They threw off their 
garments and cast dust into the air, crying out, " Away 
with such a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit that 
he should live." Lysias immediately ordered him to 
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be taken into the castle and examined by scourging. 
Whilst Paul was being bound, he declaiea his Roman 
citizenship. The atteiuiing centurion ran to tell Lysias. 
The Roman commander hastened to ascertain the 
truth, for he knew the riffhts of citizenship, having 
obtained them himself bv tne payment of a larse sum. 
Paul, on the other hand, was free-bom. Lysias was 
frightened, for he had violated the law hy throwing the 
apostle into bonds without a formal trial. The next 
day he summoned the Sanhedrim to try Paul. The 
assembly met in their usual hall hy the temple ^te, 
and probably sat in the customary K>rm of a semicircle 
or half-moon. Ananias the high priest was presi-? 
dent. The prisoner was brought from the castle of 
Antonia into the council-chamber. Paul began to 
speak, but Ananias ordered the by-standing attendants 
to strike him on the mouth. The apostle then rebuked 
him, but on learning that he was the high priest, he 
recalled his words. Paul then saw that half the coun- 
cil were Sadducees, who disbelieved in a resurrection, 
and the other half were Pharisees, who held the oppo- 
site opinion. He accordingly cried out, "Men and 
brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee * of 
the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question." A dissension immediately arose between 
tne Pharisees and Sadducees; the former declaring 
they could find no evil in Paul. Lymas was afraid 
that the apostle would be pulled in pieces, and com- 
manded some of the garrison to descend the stairs and 
carry him back to the castle. The following night the 
Lord appeared to the apostle in a vision, and assured 
him that he should bear witness at Rome to the merits 
of the Saviour. The next day, more than fifty Jews 
bound themselves not to eat nor drink until they had 
slain Paul. The conspirators actually requested the 
chief priests to ask Lysias in the name of the Sanhe- 
drim to bring the apostle once more into the council- 
chamber to be examined ; and they declared that they 
would lie in wait and kill him on the way. A son of 

K 
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Paul's sister beard of the intended ambush, and ob^ 
tained admittaDce into the castle, and acquainted the 
apostle with the conspiracy. Paul requested a cen- 
turion to take his nephew to Lysias, to warn bim of 
the projected assassination; and the Roman com- 
mander, haying chained the joung man to keep the 
matter secret, immediately prepared to send Paul to 
Cffisarea to be examined and tried by Felix the procu- 
rator. 
118 Paul's trial before Felix: two years* imprison- 
ment at OsBsarea. — Three Roman procurators had 
been successively placed over Palestine since the death 
of kmg Agrippa I.; viz. Fadus, Alexander, and Cu- 
manua* Felix, the fourth procurator, was now in office. 
He had been a freed slave, and great favourite of the 
emperor Claudius Cassar, and during his present go- 
vernorship he showed himself to be a man of energy 
and talents, but also avaricious, cruel, and profligate. 
He crushed the dangerous insurrection headed by an 
Egyptian Xew, for wBom Paul was mistaken by Lysias. 
His pres^it wife was Drusilla, the daughter of Agrippa 
I», and sister of Agrippa II., who had previously mar- 
ried Azizius, king of the small Syrian principality of 
Emesa. Fdix persustded Dmsilia to forsake ner hus- 
band, and live with him. Many years afterwards, the 
guilty pair lost their lives in the celebrated eruption of 
SfouHt Vesuvius in a. n. 79. It was to this Felix that 
Lysias despatched Paul to be formally tried, attended by 
a large guard of soldiers, who also carried a letter ex- 

flaining the circumstances. Accordingly Felix ordered 
^aul to be kept in the praetorium until his accusers 
should arrive. This prsetorium was called the Judg- 
ment Hall of Herod, because it was included in the 
palace built by Herod the Great at Csesarea, which 
now formed the usual residence of the Roman procu- 
rators. After five days Ananias the high priest came 
up from Jerusalem with a deputation from the Sanhe^ 
drim, and accompanied by an orator named TertuUus ; 
for as the p^ple of the Roman provinces were unac- 
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qjuuunted with the Boman law, they employed adyo- 
cates to plead for them before the public tribumds. 
The trial was proceeded with immediately ; Tertullus 
opened the proeecution by a short speecD, iu which, 
after a compliment to Felix, he accused Paul of being 
^general mover of sedition, and ringleader of the sect 
oOTazarenes; and he complained of the violent removal 
of the prisoner by Lysias, the captain of the garrison 
at Antonia. Paul made a short speech in reply. Felix 
then deferred his judgment until Lysias could come 
himself to Csesarea ; and the apostle still remained ia 
oonfinement, though his friends were permitted to 
visit him. After some days Felix and his Jewish wife 
Dmsilla sent for the apostle and heard him concerning 
the faith in Christ Paul then reasoned of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and justice to come, and Felix 
trembled, and answered, ^^ Go thy way for this time, 
when I have a convenient season I will call for thee." 
Two years passed away, during which Paul continued 
in the same comparatively mild confinement at Csesa- 
rea : Felix frequently sent for him and conversed with 
him, for he hoped that Paul would offer money to be 
released. Meantime the emperor Claudius had died, 
and was succeeded bv Nero. At the end of the two 
years, Felix was recalled from the government of Pa- 
lestine in conseauence of his tyranny and rapacity, but 
before he left tne province he tried to propitiate the 
Jews by depriving Paul of his previous privileges, and 
consigning nim to strict military custody. 

Paul tried by Festua: appeals to Cfldsar. — 119 
Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, a governor who 
was more rigid and upright than his predecessors, and 
under whom the nation enjoyed a short interval -of 
comparative peace. Festus proceeded to Csesarea to 
enter formally into his office, but after three days went 
to Jerusalem. Here the high priest and principal 
Jews entreated him to send for Paul, intending to poet 
an ambush and kill the apostle on the road. Festus 
refused, and after ten days returned to Csesarea. The 
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next day he aat on the jadgment-seat and coinimuided> 
Paul to be bronghL The aocaserB were already come 
from the capital, and on the appearance of the prisoner 
h^;an to lay their complaints before the tribunal. 
Paul replied, that he had offended neither against the 
Jewish law, nor asainst the temple, nor yet against 
Caesar. Festns, willing to please tne nation, asked him 
if he would go up to Jerusalem and be tried there. 
Paul knew that once again amongst his blood-thirsty 
enemies in the capital, he should never leave the city 
alive. He therefore determined to exercise his especial 
right as a Roman citizen, of appealing to the judgment 
of Ceesar ; a right which no procurator could refuse to. 
admit, unless the crime was most enormous, or the 
guilt most palpable. '^ I stand," he now said, *^ before 
Csesar^s tribunal : here I ought to be tried. Against 
the Jews I have committed no offence, as you well 
know. If I had committed any crime, or done any 
thin^ worthy of death, I would not refuse to die. But 
if I have done none of the things of which they accuse 
me, no one m^ deliver me up to their pleasure. I 
APPfiAx UNTO Cjbsas ! " Fcstus consulted for a few 
moments with his counsellors, and then said, *^Hast 
thou appealed unto Caesar ? unto Ceesar shalt thou go ! '' 
The assembly were now dismissed. Nothing more 
could be done. The right had existed for centuries. 
Roman citizens anciently appealed to the judgment of 
the Roman people. This prerogative had descended 
from the people to the emperor. Festus dared not, 
even for the sake of the whole Jewish nation, have 
violated the sacred and time-honoured privilege. 
120 Examined before Agrippa H. and Bemice.** 
A few days afterwards, Agrippa 11., the kins of north- 
ern Perea, and chief head of ecdesiasticaf affairs in 
Palestine, came with his sister Bernice to congratulate . 
Festus on his accession to the office of procurator. 
Festus related to him the case of Paul, and Agrippa 
expressed a wish to hear the apostle himself. Accord- 
^^&yi ^^ ^ certain day, Agrippa and Bernice entered 
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tl^e hall of justice with great pomp and magnifiGence. 
The captains of the Eoman cohorts at Jerusalem and 
all the principal men in Csesarea \rere also present. 
Festus then commanded Paul to he brought forward, 
and commenced the proceedings by formally informing 
the assembly that the Jews had demanded the death ot 
the prisoner ; but that he himself could not find that 
he had done any thin^ worthy of such extreme punish- 
ment, and that the pnsoner nad appealed to Ciesar and 
would be sent to Caesar ; but that it would be unreason- 
able to send him without specifying his crimes. He 
had therefore ordered this special examination before 
king Agrij^pa, as the head of all ecclesiastical affairs in 
Palestine, m order that he might have something to 
write. When Felix had finished, Agrippa told the 
apostle that he was permitted to speak. Paul then 
delivered a long speech, of which the following is an 
outline ; — 

'^ I am glad to speak before you, king Agrippa, because 
i know that you are well acquainted with the Jewish 
laws. The Jews are perfectly aware that I was origin- 
ally a Pharisee, Hying at Jerusalem after the strictest 
sect of our religion. I am now accused of believing 
that God's promise of a Messiah, made unto our fa- 
thers, is accomplished in Jesus. At first, indeed, I op* 
posed the name of Jesus of Nazareth and persecuted 
nis followers, both in Jerusalem and in distant cities ; 
but on my way to Damascus the Lord appeared to 
me in a light from heaven, and sent me to preach 
hiB gospel to the Gentiles. Whereupon I obeyed 
the heavenly vision, and for this the Jews seek to 
km me." 

When Paul had thus spoken, Festus said to him, 
"Thou art beside thyself; much learning makes you 
mad." But he rephed, ^* I am not mad, most noble 
Festus, but speak the words of truth and soberness. 
The king Agnppa here knows /ill these things; and, O 
king Agrippa, do you not believe the prophets? I 
know that you believe." Agrippa replied, " Almost, 
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Paul, thou persuades! me to be a Christian.'* Then 
said the apostle, '* I would to God that not onlj thou, 
but that all who hear me this day, were such as I am, 
except these bonds." The assembly then dispersed, 
and Agrippa and Festus remarked to each other that 
Paul might have been set at liberty if he had not ap- 
pealed to Caesar. 
121 ^ „ 58 PauPa voyage and shipwreck. — At 
length Festus found an opportunity for send- 
ing Paul and some other prisoners to Kome. Aristarchus 
the Macedonian and Luke the physician and evan- 
gelist accompanied the party, and we therefore possess 
a most interesting narrative, written by an eye-wit- 
ness, of this celebrated voyage. The prisoners were 
delivered to the charge of a band of soldiers, under the 
command of Julius, a Roman centurion, who belonged 
to what was called the Augustan cohort. Julius ¥ras 
a kind-hearted man, and treated Paul with every 
courte^ consistent with his duties as a Roman officer. 
The cohort to which he belonged had probably either 
succeeded the Italian cohort at Cssarea, to which Cor- 
nelius the convert was attached, or else was identical 
with it. This may throw some light upon his marked 
respect for the apostle. The party embarked at Caesa- 
rea, in a vessel belonging to Adramyttium * in Mysia, 
Asia Minor. The voyage, like the apostolic journeys, 
will be best described by marking the stations. 

Phoenicia. 1st station : Sidon. — The next day 
after leaving Csesarea the vessel reached Sidon, 

* The course taken may be thus marked oa the map. 
Draw a line northwards from Csesarea, beyond Uie island of 
Cyprus, and between the island and the main, and coasting 
along Syria and Phcenicia. Then turn the line into a west- 
erly direction, still between the island and the main, and 
coasting along Asia Minor, as far as Cnidus. From Cnidus 
tumsouthwards, round the eastern comer of Crete; a&d con- 
tinue the line from the southern coast of Crete, right across 
the Mediterranean to Malta; and from Malta northward, 
between Sicily and Italy, to Puteoli and Rome. 
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and here Bml was permitted by Julius to visit 
his friends on shore. 

Afiia Minor. 2nd station : Myra in liysia. — 
Next day the ship proceeded to Myra, on the oppo- 
site coast of Asia Minor. A wind from the north- 
west would not permit her to sail across the open 
Mediterranean. She therefore coasted northwards, 
between the island of Cyprus and the main-land, 
and then doublinff the north-eastern promontory 
of the island, took a westerly course through the 
seas washing Cilicia and Famphylia to the sea- 
port of Myra. Here the voyagers left their old 
vessel, and re-embarked in an Alexandrian mer- 
chantman loaded with com, which they found was 
about to sail to Italv. 

Island of Crete. 3rd station : Fair Havens. 
— The wind still blew from the north-west. The 
vessel therefore proceeded but slowly towards the 
west, though somewhat protected by the coast. 
Having reached the peninsula of Cnidus, the voy- 
agers turned towards the south, under the eastern 
shore of the island of Crete, and doubled Cape 
Salmone ; and at length they reached a place 
called Fair Havens, on the southern coast of the 
island, near the city of Lasea. The Jewish fast of 
expiation, which fell about the time of the au- 
tumnal equinox, was now passed, and the stormy 
season had commenced. The ancients considered 
that the period of safe navigation closed in Octo- 
ber, and did not recommence before the middle of 
March. Julius had probably hoped to reach Italy 
before, but was prevented by unforeseen delays. 
Paul began to expostulate with those on board 
upon the extremely dangerous character of a voy- 
age at such a season. He seems to have advised 
them to stop at their anchorage at Fair Havens. 
But the harbour was inconvenient for wintering 
in, and the steersman and owner of the ship made 
light of the danger. Julius therefore listened to 
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their adTioe, and th^ prepared to proeeed toPhe- 
nice, a more commodious haven at the western 
extremity of the island. 
Mediterranean, or Adriatio Sea. The ship- 
wreck. — ^A gentle breeae at last blew from the 
south. The voyagers thought that this was a 
favourable moment for proceeding to Phenioe. 
They therefore loosed from Fair Havens and pro- 
ceeded along the Cretan coast. But ahnoat im- 
mediately afterwards the soft southern breeze 
changed to a violent typhonic wind, which blew 
furiously from the north-east. This wind is com- 
mon in the Mediterranean. It was formerly called 
Euroclydon, but is now generally known as a 
Levanter. The crew lost all command of the 
vessel. She was hurried by the tempest under a 
small island called Clauda. Here, being some- 
what sheltered from the storm, the crew managed 
to recover their boat, and either take it on board 
or lash it to the ship's side. They also under- 
eirded the ship by passing ropes or chains round 
Ber hull, and thus strengthening her against the 
storm. The tempest, however, presently increased 
in fury. They were in dreadful fear lest the ves- 
sel should be driven into the dangerous quick- 
sands on the African coast, and therefore took in 
all sail, and probably scudded tdong under bare 
poles. The next day thev lightened the ship as 
much as thev possibly could. The third day the 
passengers themselves assisted to throw out the 
tackling. Many days passed away. Neithar sun 
nor stars appeared. Ail hope of bein^ saved was 
lost, and they had endured a long abstmenoe from 
food. At last Paul addressed the crew and pas- 
sengers. He ^inted out how wrong they nad 
been in rejectmg his advice and loosing from 
Crete ; but he assured them that every man's life 
would be saved, for the ancel of God had appeared 
to him tmd promised it. On the foorteentn night 
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&om leftTing Fair HaTem, the Teesel i^as beiog 
driTen up bm down the Adriatic Sea, which same 
waa applied not only to the sea now called the 
Adriatic, between Italy and Greece, but also to 
the Mediterranean itseli, between Italy and Africa. 
At midnight the sailors concluded that they were 
dittwing near to land. They threw out the sound- 
ing lead and found the sea was 20 fathoms deep. 
Wnen they bad drifted a little further they sound- 
ed again, and found that it was only 15 fathoms. 
Then fearing lest they should be thrown upon the 
breakers, they cast four anchors out of the stern 
and wished for the day. At this hour of the night 
the sailors secretly agreed amongst themselves to 
leave the ship to its rate, by quietly lowering the 
boat into the sea, under pretence of casting out 
more anchors from the prow. Paul penetrated 
their design and informed Julius, and toe soldiers 
immediately frustrated it bv cutting away the 
boat and letting her go adrift. At break of day 
Paul persuaded those on board, two hundred and 
seventy-six in all, to break their fast and eat meat. 
Thev then further lightened the ship by casting 
out her cargo of wheat. lYhen daylight had fairly 
arrived they found they were unacquainted with 
the coast. At last they saw a creek. Accordingly 
they cut away the anchors, and unfastened the rud- 
der-bands, which had been previously drawn up 
to leave room for throwing out the anchors. The 
rudders were thus restored to their proper places. 
The sailors then hoisted their mainsail and made 
for the creek. The ship how*ever ran aground 
upon a concealed sand-bank, formed by two oppo- 
site currents. The prow sticking fast remained 
immoveable, but the stem was broken by the vio- 
lence of the waves. The soldiers wished to slay 
the prisoners to prevent their escaping. But Ju- 
lius, being desirous of saving Paul, restrained 
them ; and he desired that those who could swim 
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should first throw themselves mto the sea and ^et 
to land ; and then that those who could not swim 
should try and reach the shore on hoards and 
broken pieces of the ship. Thus all were saved, 
and thev discovered that they hftd landed on the 
island of Melita, or Malta. 

Island of Malta. 4th station. — ^The natives of 
the island now showed the shipwrecked voyagers 
every kindness. They kindled a fire because of 
the rain and cold. Paul having thrown a bundle 
of sticks on the fire, a viper came out of the heat 
and fastened on his hand. The natives thought 
he must have been a murderer, who, having escaped 
from the sea, was still pursued by the divine venge- 
ance. Paul however shook it off into the fire, 
and suffered no harm ; and the by-standers, who 
had expected to see him fall down dead, now 
thought that he was a god. Publius, the Roman 
governor of the island, courteously lodged Paul 
and his companions for three dajrs ; and nere the 
apostle healed the father of Pubkus of a dangerous 
fever, and many others in the island who were 
variously afflicted. The shipwrecked voyagers 
remained at Malta for three months, and then pro- 
ceeded to Rome, having been greatlv honoured 
by the islanders, and loaded with such things as 
were necessary. 

Italy. 5th station: Puteoli. — ^Paul and the 
others now re-embarked in another Alexan- 
drian vessel, which carried the images of Castor 
and Pollux painted or carved on her prow. They 
sailed to Puteoli in Italy, near the modem Naples. 
On their way they landed at Syracuse the capital 
of Sicily, and stopped there three days, l^rom 
thence the wind obliged them to tack to Rhegium, 
the modem Reggio, a sea-port in the extreme 
south of Italy. The next aay they reached Ptt«> 
teoli, where they found some brethren in the 
Lord, and stayed seven days. The voyage was 
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now oyer. The party had to proceed to Rome 
by land. Two companies of the Roman cUadplea 
set out to meet Paul. The firrt met him at the 
Appii Forum, about 40 miles from Rome ; and 
the second at Tres Tabemie, or the Three Ta- 
verns, about 30 miles from the city. And when 
Paul saw the brethren, he thanked God, and took 
courage. 

' Paul's first imprisonment at Borne. — ^ .^ ^^_^^ 122 
Nero was emperor of Rome. Julius deliver- *' * 
ed up his prisoners to Burrus, the captain of the prae- 
torian guard. Paul was suffered to owell bv himself, 
with a single soldier to guard him. After three days 
he called together the rulers of the Jewish synagcmies 
at Rome, and acquainted them with the nature or the 
charge, and the reason why he had appealed to the 
judgment of Caesar. They replied that they had re- 
ceived no letters from Judaea concerning him, but aa 
thev had heard the sect of Christians every where 
spoken against, the^ would like to hear what he had 
to say upon the subject. A day was therefore appoint- 
ed, upon which many Jews came to the apostle's lodg- 
itkg, and he preachol to them from the law of Moses 
and the prophets, concerning Jesus of Nazareth and 
the kingdom of Christ. Some believed and some not, 
but before they departed Paul warned them that the 
gospel was sent to the Gentiles. For two years Paul 
dwelt in his own hired house, preaching the kingdom 
of God and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
danger of being put to death passed away, and he ap- 
pears to have been supported in a ^reat measure b^ 
the Macedonian church at Philippi. Amongst his 
converts was a slave named Onesimus, who had fled to 
Rome from his master PhOemon, a member of the 
Christian church in Colossae, a city in the province of 
Phrygia, in the interior of Asia Minor. Paul also kept 
up a correspondence with the various churches which 
he had been instrumental in establishing. He ^Totr 



140 Paul's impbisonhent ▲.p. 59 — 66. 

his Epistle to the Ephesians, and another to PhilemQii, 
both of which he sent by I^chicus, who was accom- 
panied by Onesimus the run -away slave. He also 
wrote Epistles to the Colossian and PhUippian chnrcbcs. 
At last he appears to have obtained his liberation, and 
become free to recommence his apostolic labours. 

123 Paul's fourth apostolic journey. — The exact 
order of the remainder of Paul's life must be based 
upon conjecture ; the materials are derived from inci- 
dental notices in the Epistles, and the records of the 
early ecclesiastical historians. It would appear that 
he left Eome, accompanied by Titus and Timothy*. 
He first sailed to the island of Crete, where he left 
Titus to be bishop over the Christian communities 
there. He next sailed to Ephesus, where he lefi 
Timothy as bishop. He then proceeded through 
Troas, where he left " the doak and the parchments,** 
and visited the church at Philippi in Macedonia, from 
whence he wrote his First Epistle to Timothy. After 
this he visited the Christian communities in filyricum, 
and spent the winter at Nicopolis, a border town be- 
tween Macedonia and Thrace, from whence he wrote 
his Epistle to Titus, who soon afterwards joined him. 
Accompanied by Titus he proceeded to Corinth, 9fid 
then to Ephesus, where he was much annoyed by- 
Alexander the coppersmith. At last he again fell into 
the hands of the Komans, but how or where is db- 
certain. 

124 Paul's second imprisonment and martyrdom 
at Home. — It was whilst at Rome this second time 
that Paul probably wrote his Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and his Second Epistle to Timothy. His condition was 
sufficient to prove to him that his end was approachiDg. 
Being regarded and treated as an evil-doer, ne seem^ 
abandon^ by all men. The Christian brethren who 
had hitherto continued with him were partly sent 
away on missions, and in part deserted him through 
love of the world. Luke still remained, Timothy also 

me from Ephesus, but was thrown into prison. At 
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his first hearing Paul made a powerful defence, but 
afiter that we have no apostolic accounts of his life and 
safibiings. The remainder must be told in the au- 
th^tie language of Clemens Romanus. '* Through 
envy, Paul obtained the reward of patience. Seven 
times was he in bonds, he was scourged, was stoned. 
He preached both in the East and in the West, leaving 
behmd him the glorious report of his faith. And thus, 
having taught the whole world righteousness, and 
reach^ the farthest extremity of the West, he suffered 
martyrdom by the command of the Roman governors, 
and departed out of this world, and went to the holy 
place, having become a most exemplary pattern of 
patience.** * 

Conclusion of the apostolic history. — In con- 125 
eluding the religious history of the New Testament 
period, it only remains for us to notice the traditionary 
accounts of the later labours and deaths of the other 
ajiostles. (1.) Peter, after writing two Epistles, was 
sent as a prisoner to Rome, where he is said to have 
been trncified with his head downwards, on the same 
day that Paul was decapitated. (2.) Andrew, his 
brother, after preaching in Scythia, is said to have 
been martyred at Patrse in G-reece, on a cross X, com- 
monly known as St. Andrew*s cross. (3.) James the 
eider was, as we have already seen, slain in Jerusa- 
lem by Herod Agrippa I. (4.) John the evangelist 
remained in Jerusalem after the ascension, but subse- 
quently went to Ephesus, where he probably wrote 
his three Epistles. He was afterwards banished to the 
i^e of Patmos, where he apparently wrote the Book 
of Revelation ; but he afterwards returned to Ephesus, 

• 

* Three other particulars respecting Paul are incidentally 
allttded to in the JBpistles, viz. His rapture into the third hea- 
ven ; his thorn in the flesh ; and his fighting with wild 
boasts at Ephesus. These cannot be included in a continuous 
narrative, and indeed require considerable explanation. The 
reader is therefore referred to the larger Analysis and STum- 
m^ry of New Testament History. 
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and died there in his ninetieth or hundredth year; 
his last command heing, ^ Little children, love one an- 
other." (5.) Philip, who must not be oonfoanded 
with Philip the deacon : nothing certain is known of 
the later events of his life. (6.) BartholoxneiKr, 
sometimes identified with Nathanael : his subsequent 
histoiT is also uncertain. (7.) Thomas Didyzniia 
is said to have preached through Parthia as far as 
India, where he suffered martyrdom. ^8.) HCatthew 
the evangelist, according to tradition, lost his life in 
Ethiopia. (9.) Jamea the leas, who may be iden- 
tified as James the Just, has always been regarded as 
the bishop of Jerusalem, from whence he probably 
wrote his Epistle. He was slain by the high priest 
after the death of Festus, and before the new procu- 
rator had arrived in Judsea. (10.) Jude, also called 
Lebbaeus, Judas, and Thaddieus, likewise wrote an 
Epistle, but his after-life is also unknown. (11.) 81- 
znon Zelotes is only mentioned in the Gospels. (12.) 
Judas Iscfiuiot hung himself. The life of Mat- 
thias, who was elected to succeed him, is totally un- 
known. 

Such are the brief notices, handed down by tradition, 
of the life and labours of the twelve apostles. Accord- 
ing to this testimony, they had indeed striven to obey 
the last command of the Lord and Saviour, " Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.** The further development of the Christian 
church belongs to ecclesiastical history. It only re- 
mains for us to conclude the present volume by a 
brief account of those horrible catastrophes which pre- 
ceded the dispersion of the Jews and the destruction of 
their nation ; — ^the fulfilment of the threatenings of 
the law, the warning of the prophets, and the sorrow- 
ing predictions of Him who came to be a lieht unto the 
Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

I>S6TRUC7ieil OF JBBU8AIAM. 

Sufferingps of the Jews : tyranny and ^ ^ ^^^^ 1 26 
rapacity of the procurators. — For years 
a tremendoas tempest had been slowly gathering to- 
i^ards Jerasalem. At first the skirts of the coming 
storm discharged ruin and desolation upon the more 
remote settlements. The Jews in Egypt on one side, 
and in Babylon on the other, were victims in turns. 
At Alexandria in Egypt a violent persecution broke 
out agunst the Jews in the reign of the emperor Cali- 
gula. Their places for prayer were cut down and 
profaned. Their shops and warehouses were broken 
open and plundered, and the contents publicly divided 
amongst tne rabble. Whole families were burnt alive 
in their houses, and others were slain in the streets, 
trampled and murdered b^ infuriated mobs, or scourged 
to death before public tribunals. A deputation under 
the celebrated Philo proceeded to Rome to lay their 
complaint before the emperor Caligula — the wildest 
madman and debauchee that ever attained supreme 
power. " Why do you not eat pork ? " was his remark 
to the deputation. The dissolute court burst into 
laughter, and the envoys returned with their wrongs 
unredressed. Shortly afterwards the Jews in Babylon 
—the descendants of those who had refused to return 
from captivity five centuries before — ^met with similar 
treatment. It is unuecessary to notice the more im- 
mediate origin of the persecution. It ended with the 
slaughter of dO,000 men. The emperor Caligula died, 
A. D. 41 ; Claudius succeeded him, and was followed 
in his turn by Nero in a. d. 64. Nero reigned until 
A. D. 68, two years before the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Throughout all this period the Jews in Palestine be- 
^n to display increased hatred to the Roman soldiery. 
The sullen murmurs which announced the approaching 
eruption became more and more distinct. The Romar 



144 DB8TBUCTI0H OF JKBUaALBX. A. D. 66^70. 

ProcaratorB were, with the exception of Festus, avm- 
ricions and cruel in the extreme. Albinos succeeded 
Festus in A. D. 63. llie country was desolated \%y 
robbers, and Albinus shared their plunder. Afler 
filling his prisons with the bancUtti, he released them 
on the payment of large ransoms, and thus set a pre- 
mium on robbery and assassination. The whole pro- 
vince was soon filled with desperate mffiann. Mean- 
while the taxes were increased. One more woe only 
was wanting to fill the measure of calamity, and even 
make the people regret Allnnus. This was the no* 
mination of Gessius Florus to the procuratorship. 
Florus was the last of the Roman governors and the 
worst. A crafty and bloodthirsty roBber, without com- 

{ junction and without shame, his history is written in 
etters of blood. 

127 Fearfiil waminga. — And there were sisns in hea- 
ven ; wild and avrful prodigies. A comet shaped like 
a sword hung over Jerusalem for a whole year.** Cha- 
riots and armed squadrons were seen in the skj, and 
seemed to encircle the whole city in their rapid and 
terrific career. A wild prophet continued to walk 
through the streets, cr3dng, "Woe, woe to Jerusalem! 
woe to the city and the temple ! ** At length, during 
the subsequent siege, he sudaenly cried out, " Woe to 
myself ! *' and was struck dead by a stone from a 
balista.* 

128 State of parties: last rebellion during the 
procuratorship of Floras. — Two parties exbted 
amongst the Jews. (1.^ The moderate party, who 
desired peace by concession to Rome. (2.) l!iie war 
party, or zealots, who, animated by a wild but fervent 
zeal for religion, had refused to pay the taxes to Rome, 
and were violently opposed to all conciliatory measures. 
The peace ^rty included all the wealthy men of the 
country. The war party included the poorer fanatics 
or zealots, and had been a mere factious minority since 

* The aooonnt of these prodigies may be found in the 
pages of Josephus. 
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the death of their celebrated leader, Judas of Galilee. 
All ranks however were now exasperated, if not tetu- 
ally maddened, by the tyranny of Floras. The war 
party rapidly increased in numbers. A riot which 
broke out in Cassarea was diligently fomented by 
Florus, who hoped that a general insurrection would 
conceal his misdeeds from the eyes of the emperor. 
He marched to Jerusalem, and permitted his soldiers 
to plunder the city and murder all they met. He even 
scourged and crucified Jews who were Koman citizens. 
He tried to seize the Temple treasures, but the war 
party broke down the galleries which connected the 
castle of Antonia with the sacred courts. 

Agrippa H. attempts to mediate. — Agrippa XL, 129 
the head of ecclesiastical affairs, now proceeded to the 
fated city. His object was mediation. He represented 
to the people the ho^lessness of opposing Home. They 
replied with one voice that they had taken up arms 
not against the Romans, but against Florus. Agrippa 
told tnem that refusal to pay tribute, and the destruc- 
tion of the galleries of Antonia, were acts of rebellion. 
The war party were again deserted by the multitude, 
and the general body of the people came forward to 
pay their tribute and reconstruct the galleries. The 
rebellion seemed at an end. But in an evil hour 
Agrippa advised the people to render homage to Florus 
until the emperor should send another Procurator in 
his room. The hateful name re-aroused the anger o. 
the multitude. In one moment Agrippa lost his influ- 
ence and popularity. The mob assailed him with vol- 
leys of stones, and he left the city to its fate. 

Befeat of the Bomans. — The fire of rebellion 130 
which had so long smouldered in ashes, now broke out 
into flames. All parties united to throw off the Roman 
yoke. The Romans retired to the castle of Antonia. 
The war party took the place and slew the garrison. 
Menahem, a younger son of Judas of Galilee, came 
ibrward, and was at once saluted with the title of King 
of the Jews. He was slain by a personal enemy 
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named Eleazar, the leader of the Zealots, a more ex- 
treme section of the war party. Meanwhile the insur- 
rection spread throughout the land. The Komans 
were assailed on every side. They were not slow in 
returning the attack, for they filled the towns with 
corpses and frequently set them on fire. At last Ces- 
tius Gallus, the Proconsul of the. province of Syria, 
came with an army to crush the insurrection. He ap- 
peared before Jerusalem, but committed error after 
error ; and when he tried to carry the city by storm 
he was beaten back. On his retreat he was surrounded 
and attacked, and came off with difficulty. The suc- 
cess raised the spuits of the Jews ; the rising was fonn^ 
ally organized ; and the country was divid^ into four 
provinces, each having a governor of its own. 
131 Vespasian sent to crush the revolution : Jeru- 
salem torn by faction. — The successful issue of the 
rebellion called for the immediate and direct interfer- 
ence of Rome. The emperor Nero invested Vespasian 
with the military command in Syria ; whilst Titus, the 
son of Vesj^asian, was sent into Egypt to conduct the 
Roman legions there into Palestine. Vespasian came 
down from the north into Galilee with 60,000 men, 
and spread universal alarm. He made himself master 
of the various towns on his way. In one of these, 
named Jotapata, the celebrated historian Josephus was 
taken prisoner and conducted into the Roman camp ; 
but he was mildly treated, for he prophesied that 
Vespasian would be emperor of Rome. All the Jews 
that were able now fled to Jerusalem, where profligacy 
and wretchedness increased every day. Eleazar, at the 
head of the Zealots, who may now be regarded as so 
many bands of robbers, had got possession of the 
Temple. The Jews desired to be released from these 
Zealots, and besieged the Temple under Ananus the 
high priest. The Idumeans came to assist the Zealots, 
but Ananus refused to admit them within the dty. 
"during a night of earthquake and tempest, the Zealots 
ed open the gates and admitted their friends. 
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Auanus vaa slaiii, and the veD|[eanoe of the Zeidote 
and their new allies was glutted in the blood of multi- 
tudes. The suffering inhabitants of Jerusalem sought 
for assistance against the Zealots in Simon of Gerasa, 
who had taken up a position before the city with a 
band of .robbers. Simon, after a severe fight, drove 
back the Zealots into the Temple, and took possession 
of the whole city ; but during all this time the un* 
happy citizens had been handled in the most horrible 
manner by both parties, and all Jerusalem resembled a 
laige robbers* cave. 

Vespasian made emperor of Bome. — ^Meanwhile 13^ 
Vespasian had received news from Rome of the utmost 
importance. Nero was dead. Galba, who succeeded 
him, was also dead. Otho then reigned for three 
months, and committed suicide. Vespasian therefinre 
had delayed marching on to Jerusalem, and waited at 
Caesarea for fresh events. Next came the intell%ence 
that Vitellius had been proclaimed emperor. The 
army was greatly dissatisfied. Its chief omoers desired 
that Vespasian should be invested with the imperial 
dimity. He accordingly hastened to Rome, and left 
Titus behind at the h^d of the army. 

Tliree factions in Jerusalem'— Bleazar, John, 133 
and Simon. — During this delay a third party had 
arisen in Jerusalem. Simon, as we have alieadv seen, 
held the city, and Eleazar at the head of the Zealots 
occupied the Temple. These Zealots split into two 
factions, one under Eleazar, and a second under a rob^ 
ber chief called John of Giscala. Eleazar, accompanied 
by his band of followers, seized the highest battlement 
of the Temple, and was there besieged by John. On 
the other hand, John, who occupied the outer courts 
and declivities of the Temple, was in his turn besi^ed 
by Simon, who held the city. These three parties 
were day and night in conflict with each other. 

Titus blockades Jerusalem. — Meantime Titus 134 
had delayed to advance upon Jerusalem, and the om- 
nion spread abroad that he did not feel himself sum* 

L 2 
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dently strong to take the city. Aocordingly^ at tbe 
ensuing Fassoyer, the Jews, as if in peace, streamed 
into Jerusalem. Then, while the city was destitute of 
supplies and provisions, and held a million of Jews, 
Titus suddenly assaulted the place, gradually narrow^ 
ing the base of his operations. At first tlie factions 
united and made vigorous sallies, especially on the side 
of Olivet; but disunion soon returned. John reco* 
vered possession of the Temple, and he and Simon be* 
came paramount in the city. On the north was the 
Roman camp. The most terrible famine now began. 
Bloody massacres among the factions, hunger, and 
pestilence, filled the city with corruption and stench. 
Josephus having in vam called on the leaders to sur- 
render, Titus, on the 17th of May, forced his way into 
the new city which stood at the north beneath his 
camp. The defenders drew back into the old city on 
Mount Ziou. After five days the Eomans made their 
wa^ into the lower city, on Mount A era, and Titus 
aeain waited until want of provisions should compd 
the surrender. 
135 Horrors of the siege, and Ailfllment of pro* 
phecy. — The famine was now dreadful. Fathers tore 
the morsels out of their children*s mouths ; children 
did the same to fathers ; all the ties of blood and ^ 
nature were loosened. The famishing eat shoes, girr 
dies, and the leather straps of the shields ; nay, one 
nu>ther killed her infant, and roasted it, to satiny her 
hunger. It was useless to think of removing out of 
sight the thousands of bodies that infested the city and 
contaminated the air. They lav in the streets, in the 
public places, on the roofs, and in the houses. Yet 
murder did not stop. The Zealots, with incredible 
eagerness, went on strangling, and employed the moat 
excruciating pains in oraer to extort confession firov 
those who were thought to have concealed food of 
treasure. Death had £opped his black wines pvev the 
dt^jT, and reaped a harvest such as he never had reaped 
"^bre. Wailing and despair, horror and woe»:were 
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atiiyersaL Their fathers had said, ^ His blood be upon 
ti9 and upon our children.** Terribly now was the 
imprecation fulfilled ; fulfilled, too, were those awful 
words of the Saviour, '^ The days are coming in which 
they shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the wombs 
that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 
Then shall they say to the mountains. Fall on us, and 
to the hills, Cover us.** Kven the Romans were filled 
with amazement, and Titus, lifting up his hands to 
heaven, called God to witness that he was not answer- 
able for that unutterable distress. Thousands fled into 
the camp of the Romans, preferring death by the ene- 
my's hand to death by famine. Sparing their lives, 
Titus gave them food, and then sold them into slavery. 

Peatruction of the city and Temple. — On the 136 
6th of July, the castle of Antonia had fallen, and Titus 
prepared to storm the Temple. It was his wish that 
the edifice should be spared, but in the operations it 
was set on fire by the soldiers, in order to prepare the 
way for storming ; and, wonderful to relate, the tenth 
Roman legion, who had pressed on the Jews with the 
greatest fury, having been repulsed, stood on the same 
spot on the Mount of Olives where the Saviour once 
slopped, and weeping over the city, said, " The days 
shall come that thine enemies shall cast a trench about 
thee, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and 
they shall not leave one stone upon another, because 
thou knowest not the time of thy visitation.** In vain 
did Titus give an express command to save the Tem- 

Se ; it perished in the flames. The Zealots escaped to 
[onnt Sion, which was not conouered and destroyed 
until the 2nd of September. All who bore arms, and 
Toost of those who did not, were pitilessly massacred. 
Above a million Jews perished. Of the rest, some 
were sold to Greek slave merchants, others were sent 
into the Egyptian mines, and others were nreserved 
for the glamatorial games in Rome. Those wnose per- 
sonal appearance was most striking were reserved for 
the triumph. Among these were John and Simon, 
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the latter of whom, some days after the conquest, came 
like an apparition from some subterranean hidinff- 
plaoe. The city was levelled with the soil. The walls, 
except an inconsiderable portion on the west, were 
broken down. Titus and Vespasian enioyed the hon- 
ours of a triumph in Rome; and their triumphal 
chariot was followed by 700 Jews. Among the booty 
borne before the victors were the golden lamp, the 
table of unleavened bread, and a manuscript roll of the 
law. To the present day stands the arch of triumph, 
which was erected in honour of Titus and his mourn- 
ful victory over the Jewish nation. 
137 Difl^rsion of the Jews. — Sixty years later the 
emperor Hadrian had restored the Temple and estab- 
lished a Roman colony in Jerusalem ; but the Jews, 
having increased in number, again attempted a rebel- 
lion. Simeon, a daring man, sumamed Bar-Cochba, 
** son of a star," gave himself out for the Messiah, col- 
lected a large Jewish army, and conquered Jerusalem, 
A. B. 134. The Romans, however, again captured the 
city. Thus failed the last attempt made by the nation 
to recover its nationality. Bar-Cochba feU in flight, 
the land was laid waste, and the Jews ceased to be a 
pmple. Scattered over the face of the earth, they are 
without a home, a temple, and a worship ; and as in 
them the word of God is fulfilled, so do they, cen- 
tury after century, afford an example of God^s retri- 
butory providence, until that promised time shall come 
when the Deliverer shlull turn away the ungodliness 
from Jacob, and the fulness of the Gentiles be con- 
verted to the knowledge of Jehovah. 
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John, St., witnesses the transfiguration 
rebuked by Jesus 
liis request to Jesus . 

sent to prepare the passover 
admitted to witness Christ's agony . 
witnesses the crucifixion 
appearance of Jesus to 
the cripple healed by . 
banished to Patmos 
John the Baptist, bom . 

supposed an Essene 
annunciation of 
commences his ministry 
baptises Jesus . 
bears testimony to Jesos 
hia last testiaoBony to Jesus 
beheaded . 
the expected ElQah 
John Mark, nephew of Barnabas 
Jonas, the father of St. Andrew and. Peter 
Joppa. See Jafia. 
Joseph, genealogy of . . 

of Arimathea, begs the body of Jesus . 
a candidate for the apostleship 
the patriarch, sold into Egypt 
Josepbns quoted 
Juda. See Jutah. 
Judasthe Galibean, revolt of . 
Judas Iscariot, ordained an apostle 

complains of the waste of ointment 
agrees to betray Jesus 
receives the sop . . 

betrays Jesus 

suicide of • . 

Judas, sumamed Barsabas, accompanies Paul . 
Jude, St., brother of St. James the less 
ordained an apostle . 

Julia Procula, the wife of Pilate, intercedes for Jesus 
Julius Caesar. See Caesar. 
Julius, -a Roman centurion 
Jupiter, the Jews compelled .to worship 

Barnabas mistaken for . • 

Justus, a Gentile convert at Corinth . 
Jutah or Juda, a city of the priests 

Karaites, the Sadducees of the present day . 

Lazarus, raised from the dead 

Sanhedrim attempt to arrest him 

Lebbeeus. See Jude. 

liesbos, aa island in the ^gean Sea . 

Lois, the mother of Timothy . 

Luke, St., accompanies St. Paul ; • 

left behind by St. Paul at Philippi . 

M 
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Luke, St., rejoins St. Paul 

accompanies St. Paul to Rome 
remains with St. Paul in Rome 
Lycaonia, a country of Asia . 
Lydda 
Lydia, a province of Asia Minor 

a proselyte, entertains St. Paul 
Lysias, defeated by Judas Maccabeus 

Claudius, rescues St. Paul 

sends St. Paul to Felix 
Lystra, a city of Lycaonia 

Maccabees, the .... 

establishment of the kingdom of 
Maccabeus, Judas, third son of Matthias 

war of liberation under, and death oi 
Simon, second son of Matthias 

made high priest, his death 
Eleazar, his heroic death . 
Jonathan, obtains the high priesthood . 
John Hyrcanus, a son of Simon 
his cou|^, etc. 
his death 
Macedonia, Alexander ascends the throne of 
St. Paul's progress through 

second progress through 
Machaerus, the castle of . 
Magi, the . 
Mariamne, wife of Herod the Great . 

her death 
Mark, John, nephew of Barnabas 
Mars' Hill. See Areopagus. 
Mary, the mother of our Lord, the Annunciation 
visits and leaves Juda 
gives birth to Jesus . . 

witnesses the crucifixion . • 

Mary, the sister of Lazarus . 

anoints the feet of Jesus . 
Mary, the wife of Cleophas, sister to the virgin 
witnesses the crucifixion 
witnesses the burial of Jesus . 
Mary Magdalene, attends on Jesus 

witnesses the crucifixion 
witnesses the burial of Jesus 
Jesus appears to her 
Martha the sister of Lazarus . 

waits on Jesus 
Matthew, St., called 

ordained an apostle 
Matthias, father of Judas Maccabeus 

ordained an apostle in room of Judas 
Melita or Malta, St. Paul shipwrecked off 
Mene1au8,<brother of Jason, supplants him 
Mercury, St. Paul mibtaken for 
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Mesopotamia ..... 
Mfletus, a city of Caiia . . 

Miracles, water turned into wine 

the healing of the nobleman's son 

the cure of Peter's wife's mother 

the draught of fishes . 

the leper cleansed, and the palsied man cured 

the impotent man cured , 

the man with the withered hand healed . 

the centurion's servant healed, and the widow's son restored 
to life 

the cure of Marjr Magdalene 

the cure of the blind and dumb demoniac 

the storm lulled, the devils transferred from the demoniac to 
the swine, and the daughter of Jairus raised, etc. 

the five thousand fed 

the walking on the sea • . 

the daughter of the Syro-Phcenieian healed, and the cure of 
the deaf man with an impediment in his speech 

the cure of a demoniac 

the half-shekel found in the mouth of the fish 

the cure of the man bom blind 

the raising of Lasarus . 

the cure of the ten lepers . 

the cure of the blind man at Jericho 

the curse of the fig tree 

the healing of Malchus's ear 

the cripple healed by St. Peter and John 

the cure of JEnesM 

the raising of Dorcas 

St. Peter's escape firom prison 

Elymas the sorcerer struck blind 

the cure of the cripple by St. Paul 

the dispossession of the damsel at Philippi 

the raising of Eutychus by St. Paul 

St. Paul shakes off the viper from his hand 
heals the father of Publius 
Mishnah, the origin of . 

Mitylene, the capital of Lesbos . 
Mnason accompanies St. Paul to Jerusalem 
Modin, the residence of Matthias 
Moriah, Mount .... 
Moses, appears to Jeeus 

his mission . 

Myra .... 

fttysia ..... 

Kabataean Ambs. See Idnmseans. 
Kathanael, follows Jesus 

api>earance of Jesus to 
Nazareth, the residence of Mary 
Neapolis, a port on the Macedonian coast 
Nebuchadnezzar , , . . 

Nehemiah .... 

M 2 
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«wrr. 
N«ro, lucceeds Claudiut ..... in 

St. Pattl appeals to Idm . .120 

hU death ...... iJf 

Nestus, a river (tf MaeedonUi » lit 

Nicanor, appointed deacon . . . M 

Nicodemut, consults Jesus at night . . .47 

bis speech to the Sanhedrim ... VI 

assists in the burial of Jesus .92 

Nicolas, appointed deacon ..... 98 

Noah, the seven precepts of .... 11 and 12 

Onesimus, the slave, a convert of St. Paul . .122 

Otho, his reign and death ..... 12S 

Palestine submits to Persia and Maeedonia ... 1 

submits to Egypt . . . . .2 

divided into districts . • 8, note 

Pamphylia, a country of Asia Minor .111 

Bapeas ....... 67 

nmtble, a, meaning of the word . .59, note 

Parables, the sower, the tares, mustard seed, leaven, hidden treasure, 

pearl, and draught net . . . . .59 

the unmerciful servant . * . . . 89 

the good Shepherd . . .71 

the good Samaritan .... 74 

the unjust judge, Pharisee and pnblican, and the labourers 

in the vineyard . . . 76 

the nobleman and the pounds . . . .77 

the two sons, the vineyard, and the marriage of the king's son 82 
the faithful servant, the ten viigins, the talents, and the 

sheep and goats . . . . .84 

Parmenas, appointed deacon . . • • 98 

Patara, a city of Lycia . . . . .114 

Paul, St., conversion of . . . . . 105 

with Barnabas preaches at Antioch . . .110 

1st apostolic journey of . . . . Ill 

advocates the freedom of Gentile believers .112 

2nd apostolic journey of . . . .113 

his treatment at Fhilippi, Thessalonioa, Beroea, Athens, sod 

Corhith ..... lis 

Srd apostolic journey. Stations : Ephesns, Corinth, PhUippl, 

and Troas ..... Il4 

visits Jerusalem, rescued from the Jews by Claudius Lysias 1 15 
his speech fh>m the stairs of Antonia . . 116 

is sent to Caesaiea . • » liT 

tried before Felix . . . . . > Il8 

tried by Festus . . .119 

examined before Agrippa II. . 120 

his voyage and shipwreck •121 

his first imprisonment at Rome . 122 

4th apostolic journey ..... f |8 

2nd imprisonment and martyrdom 124 

manner of death . . . .125 

P«loponnesian war, the . . . j 
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Feraea, the region east of the Jordan . 

geographical account of . 
Perga, a city of Paniphylia .... 
Persian empire, the, overthrown by Alexander the Great 
Peter, St., follows Jesus .... 
ordained an apostle . 
character of . • 

witnesses the transfiguration , 
finds the half-shekel in the mouth of the fish 
sent to pvepare the Passover . 
admitted to witness Christ's agony . 
cuts off Malchus's ear 

denies Christ .... 
appearance of Jesus to 

defends the apostles tnm charge of drunkenness 
the cripple healed by . 

receives Saul .... 
reprimands Simon Magus • 

heals ^neas and converts Cornelius 
bis miraculous esci^pe from prison . 

his speech before the council at Jerusalem . 
his martyrdom 
Petra, a city of Arabia .... 

taken by Poropey 
Pharisees, the, a sect of the Jews . . . 

their doctrineSt etc. • 

consult with the Herod ians to slay Jesus 
accuse Jesus of casting out demons by the 

Beelxebub , 

excommunicate the man bom Uind 
send a deputation to Jesus 
Philemon, the master of Onesimus 
Philip. SeeHend. 
Fbil^, St., follows Jesus 

ordained an apostle . 

the deacon appointed 
preaches in Samaria, and to the eunuch 
entertains St. Paul at Caesarea . 

Philip^, capital of Macedonia • 

St. Paul and Silas imprisoned at . • 

St. PMil's second visit to . 
Phoebe, a deaconess, the bearer of the Epistle to Rome 
Phoenicians, the . . . . • 

Fhcenomena, the, a poem by Aratus 
Phrygia, St. Paul visits .... 
Hlate, Pontius, appointed procurator 

examines Jesus • • 

condemns Jesus • * 

gives the body of Jesus to Joseph 
removed from the governorship of Jud«a 
Pisidia, an inland country of Asia Minor 
pnyx, a hill in Athens .... 
Pompey, takes Jerusalem .... 
his death .... 



SKCT. 

10 and It 

32, and note 

111 

1 

45 

54 

55, and noie 

, 68 

69 

. 66 

87 

• IKI 

89 

. 95 

• 96 

. 97 

105 

. 106 

107 

. 108 

112 

. 125 

22 

23 

16 

17 and 35 

53 

aid of 

58 

71 

81 and 82 

. 132 

. 45 

54 and 128 

. 98 

106 

. 114 

113 

. 113 

114 

. 114 

8 

. 113 

114 

. 34 

90 

91 

92 

. 101 

111 

. lis 

23 
25 



166 



INDEX. 



Pontiua. See PlUte. 
Prayer, the Lord'. ^ • _ • 
Prtacilla, the wife of Aqidto 
Prochorufl the deacon appointed 
Procula. See Julia. 
Proaelytea . .^^ • , .. 
Ptolemais, a city of Phoenicia 
St. Paul sails to 

Puteoli • • • ' 

Rabbi Judah, the arranger of the Mishnah 

Rabbles . * « •* 

Rhegium, the modem Reggio . 
Rhodes, an island in the Adriatic Sea 
Rome, St. Paul writes his Epistle to 

Sadducees, the, a sect of the Jews 

their doctrines, et«. . 
send a deputation to Jesus 

ISlme, the sister of Herod the Great* . 
the mother of St. James and John 
her request to Jesus ^ . 
the daughter of Herodias 

Samaria • • « ' j. 

rebuilt by Herod the Great . 

Samaritans, the • • 

history of . 
Samos, an island in the iEjtean ^ • 

Samothrace. island of, visited by St. Paul 
Sanballat . • ^ , • 

Sanhedrim, the greater and lesser 

attempts to arrest Jesus 
sends a deputation to Jesus 
the trial of Jesus before the . 
makes the sepulchre secure 
bribes the soldiers •^^, • .. ^ 
Peter and John brought before the 
Sapphira, sin and death of 
Saul, conversion of • 

Scaurus, a lieutenant of Pompey 
Sceva, a Jewish exorcist 
Schammai, school of . 

Schools . *,«*•«* 

Scriptures, the, of Old Testament 
Sebaste. 5ee Samaria. 
Secundus accompanies St. Paul . 
Scleucla, the port of Antioch 
"^leucidse, the, kings of Syria . 
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Sqptnagint, the 
Sergius Paulas, convenioii of 
Sidon, a town of Phoenicia 
tflas accompanies St. Paul . 
thneon, bean testimony to Jesus 

of Bar-Cochba, insurrection of 
Simon, the Just, death of 

See Maccabeus. 
. St. See Peter. 

Zelotes, otdained an apostle . 

the Leper, entertains Jesus 

the Cyrenian, bears Christ's cross 

Magus, reprimanded by St. Peter 

a tanner in Joppa . 

a leader in the Jewish insBrrection 
Sinai, Mount 

Sopater accompanies St. Paul 
Sosthenes beaten by the Jews 
Stephen, St., apiwinted deacon . 
trudof 

martyrdom of . 

Strato. See Caesarea 
Stryroon, a river of Macedonia . 
Snsanna attends on Jesus . 
Sychem or Sheehem, a town of Samaria 
Synagogue, the Great 

Synagogues, the institution and influence of 
Syracuse, the capital of Sicily 
Syria, situation and supremacy of, over Palestine 

Tabernacles, feast of . 

Tabitha. See Dorcas. 

Tabor, Mount, transflguratlon on 

Talmud, the origin of . . . 

Tarsus, a city of Cilicla 

Temple, the, built by Herod the Great 

money-changers, etc., cast out of 
the veil of, rent in twain 
the destruction of 
Tertnllus, an orator, accuses St. Paul 
Tetrarch .... 
Thaddsus. See Jude 

Tfiessalonica, treatment of St. Paul and Silas at 
Thomas, St., ordained an apostle . 
appearance of Jesus to 
his martyrdom . 
Timon appointed deacon 
Timothy, suppoMd time of conversion of 
accompanies St. Paul . 
left by'St. Paul at Beroea . 
accompanies St. Paul to Philippi 
imprisonment of . 
Ti'tus, accompanies Paul and Barnabas 
M)n of Vespasian 
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Titut, blockades Jerasalem 

triumph of . 
Traehonltis 

Traditions, the, their origin and growth 
Tres Tabems, or the Three Taverns 
Transfiguration, the 
Troas, St. Paul visits . 
Trogvllium, a port of Lydia . 
Tropnimus accompanies St. Paul 
Tjrchieus accompanies St. Paul 
Tyrannus, St. Paul teaches in school of 
Tyre, a town of Phoenicia 

St. Paul visiu . . 

Vespasian, sent against the Jews 

made emperor 

triumph of . 
Vesuvius, Mount, eruption of 
Vienneln Gaul . 

ZaechflBus entertains Jesus 
Zacharias, father of the Baptist 
SEealots, the . 

'2ebedee, the father of St. James and John 
Zelotes. See Simon. 
Zeus. See Jupiter. 
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JOHN ClfflLDS AND SON, BUNOAT. 



OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE 

ANALYSES AND SUMMARIES 

OF 

OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT HISTOKT 

AND GEOGRAPHY. 



and Sunmary of Old Testament History 
and the Laws of Hoses; with a Connexion between 
the Old and New Testaments ; an Introductory 
Oatline of the Geography, Political History, etc. 
By J. T. Wheeler, F. R. G. S. Fourth Edition, 
revised and improved. Post 8vo, clothe Ss. 6d. 

EXTRACTS mOX EKV1JSW8. 

** This is not a common-place book. It is the result of labour 
and learning. It is fitted to render much help to the student in 
his endeavour to become acquainted with the contents of the Bible 
analytically and chronologically, and by means of a judicious 

classification of them It presents an excellent summary of 

matters adapted to facilitate an. intelligent study of the sacred 
Tolume." — British Quarterly Review. 

" This Analysis cannot fail to be useful to a large class of stu- 
dents. Numerous tables, summaries of eyentSi analyses of law sys- 
tems-, and other important matters, ars appended.*' — Athenaum. 



" Of the first edition of this work we had the pleasure of speak- 
ing in terms' of hearty praise ; and if then it claimed acceptance as 
an intelligently-conceiyed and weU-ezecnted hand-hook to fhe 
study of the Old Testament, it now deserres more specific and em- 
phatic commendation — so thoroughly has the author perfected 
what at first he achieyed so happily. Amongst the chief additioiu 
are the following : — An account of Canaan prior to its conquest by 
the Israelites, — synchronistical tables of the history of Israel and 
Judah, — a review of the history of these divided monarchies, pre- 
facing a thorough re-arrangement of this portion of the general 
history, by which greater clearness is attained than we ever Xbund 
in any similar work, and a new conneidon of the Old and New 
Testaments, including the history of the Jews from the governor- 
ship of Nehemiah to the birth of our Lord, which is marked by 
many great improvements, and is admirable fbr lucidity and com- 
pleteness. Another feature of the work, worthy of special men- 
tion, is the excellent analysis of the Laws of Moses. — We know of 
no manu^ for the student of the Old Testament so perfect in 
method) so comprehensive in its contents, so thorough in its in- 
formation, and so reliable in its treatment of the most intricate 
portions of Jewish history, as is this volume. Clear intelligence, 
historical learning, and great carefulness of labour, are stamped on 
every page. To students preparing for theological examinatipB$, 
to teachers under training in normal schools, and to ministers con- 
ducting Bible classes of young men, we can give it our best word, 
assured that they will find it of high value. We are glad to per- 
ceive that the author U immediately to publish a similar ' Analysis 
and Summary of the New Testament.* " — Nonconformist.^ 



Analysis and Summary of Vew Testament Histozy; 
including, 1. The Four Gospels haniumized . icrte 
one continuous Narrative. 2. The Acts of i^ 
Apostles, and continuous History of St. Paul. ^. 

- An Analysis of the Epistles and Book of Revehtfion. 
4. An Introductory Outline of the Geography, 



Critical History, Authenticity, Credibility, and In- 
spiration of the New Testament. The whole illus- 
trated by copious Historical, Geographical, and An- 
tiquarian Notes, Chronological Tables, etc. Second 
edition^ revised. Post 8vo, clothy 5s, 6d. 

This New Testament History is divided into two parts, 
and may be thus described : — 

I. In compiling the Gospel History, it was found ad- 
visable to harmonize and digest the four Evangelical ac- 
counts into one continuous narrative, upon this basis of 
*^ OreswelTs Harmania Evangelical* This is separated into 
divisions, and each division into paragraphs ; all of which 
have the contents appended in a peculiar type ; these con- 
tents are also thrown together at the commencement, and 
thus form a comprehensive analysis of both the narrative 
and the discourses in all the Four Gospels. This portion 
of the work is illustrated by the addition of the chronology 
and geography in the margin of every page ; by a profusion 
of historical and explanatory notes, and a careful mapping 
out of ihe years of our Lord*s ministry, and the days in 
Passion week, on the authority of Greswell ; and by the 
addition of an introductory outline of the political state of 
the Jews at our Lord*s advent, forming a continuation to 
-the Connexion between the Old and New Testament, in- 
cluded in the " Analysis and Summary of Old Testament 
Ifistory** The author would also draw the especial atten- 
tion, of the student to the Synchronistical Table attached, 
which comprises the history of Palestine under the suc- 
cessors of Herod the Great, from the birth of our Lord 



until the destruction of Jerusalem, and is arranged in 
parallel columns, and followed by a general view of Herod's 
family. The apparent discrepancies between the different 
Evangelical accounts are pointed out and explained as they 
occur; and in the more important places each account is 
given separately, to enable the reader to compare them with 
each other. 

II. The Apostolic History is divided, headed, and illus- 
trated in a similar manner to the Gospels, with the excep- 
tion, that it includes a far larger proportion of historical, 
geographical, biographical, and antiquarian notes. It em- 
braces, 1. The Aet$ of the ApostleSf with the narrative pan- 
phrased, and the speeches and sermons reprinted verbatim, 
as in the Gospel portion. 2. The Contmuoue Hietory of J$t. 
Paul, completed until his death, by the intercalation and 
addition of historical matter from the Epistles, and by a 
paraphrased narrative of his voyages. The latter is more 
extended than any other portion of the volume, in order to 
include as much geographical description as possible in the 
text, without obliging the reader to refer to detached notes, 
which but too of^en distract his attention and break off faU 
interest in the most important periods of the history. 8. 
An Analysis of the Epistles, those of St. Paul being inserted 
in the history of the period when they were written, and 
which may be referred to by means of the index ; and tliObe 
of St. Peter, James, John, and Jude, being arranged * by 
themselves as an appendix to the Acts. 4. The Book of 
Revelation^ including the more certain arguments in favour 
of its authenticity, and an Analysis and Summary (^ its 
contents. 



EXTSACTS FKOX BEVXJSWS. 

** Thia Tolnme is quite equal in usefulness to Mr. Wheeler's 
lonner l9hovm"'-^Athen€eum. 

' ** Full of valuable material^ admirably digested and arranged." 
— British Quarterly Review. 

** This able Analysis and Summary reflects the highest credit on 
tiie typographical skilly the critical acumen, and the extensiye bib- 
lical learning of the author. . . . We regaird it as a most yaluable 
hand-book, whether to ministers or private students, of the Scrip- 
tures, and fully realizing the object of the author." — Eclectic 
Review. 

" These two works {The Analyses and Summaries of Old and 
New Testament Histories) are by the author of the well-known 
'■ Analysis and Summary of Herodotus,' who now, in the second 
of the volumes above specified, avows himself as * J. Talboys 
Wheder,' the bookseller at Camlmdge. The object of this set of 
ably digested volumes seems to be to put young students, and 
especially University students, iato the easiest possible possession 
of the contents of works on which they are founded, without ex- 
aethig that deep study of the originals which would be necessary 
to secure the same information at the first hand. In realizing this 
object, the author has rendered a service to the real student, by 
furnishing what may be of material aid to him in directing his own 
researches and in fixing their results. 

" The two volumes before us are well described in their titles. 
The first is the most simple in its plao, but, simple as the plan 
sterns, its execution must have been a work of time and labour, 
and the author has lost sight of nothing that might conduce to the 
object in view. The summary and analysis of the text, which is 
of itself a work of no small difficulty, is cleverly done, especially 
In the Mosaic laws and ordinances : and the author generally en- 
deavours to explain or illustrate any obscure points in Jewish 
history, 'particularly,' as he frankly remarks, 'those portions 



which are most firequently tke subjects of college examimtions.' 

The other yolume is a more elaborate, and it seems to 

us greatly more useful, performance for the general public 

It is a thoroughly good and useful book, and one of the best, if 
not the yery best, companions we have met with for a young per- 
son undertaking the thorough study of the New Testament His- 
tory.'*— Dr. Kitto*s Journal of Sacred Literature^ Oct, 1852. 

" Mr. J. Talboys Wheeler, the author, as well as publisher, of 
these most useful yolumes, has just added to his good service 
thereby rendered to students, by the publication of ^n Analysis 
and Summary of New Testament History. The objects which 
Mr. Wheeler has proposed to himself, namely, that of reproducing 
the Gospels and Acts in a typographical style best calculated to fix 
them on the memory ; and of incorporating with these narratiyes 
such historical information as shall render the whole as easy of 
comprehension as a modem history, and of storing the mind of the 
student with every species of illustration necessary for the com- 
plete understanding of the narrative, will, we think, be admitted 
by all who examine the book, to have been most satisfactorily ac- 
complished by him." — Notes aud Queries, 

^* The literary success of Mr. Wheeler, in these skilftd historical 
summaries, must be acknowledged by every scholar. The manner 
in which this work, as a whole, is executed, is worthy of high 
praise. Every page indicates the pen of an acute critic, a learned 
scholar, and an intelligent thinker. The book, therefore, has our 
honest and hearty commendation. We know none of its size that 
may be made so great a help to the understanding of the evan- 
gelical and apostolical narratives." — Christian Spectator. 

" This ' Analysis and Summary of the New Testament * xi jfef^ 
haps the most complete and serviceable of Mr. Wheeler's jiradvib- 
tions. If we say, first, for him, that he has brought to bear on lit* 
task a thorough acquaintance with the great body of Englidi fend 
Continental New Testament literature, and has used it with gvotft 
discernment, correctness of judgment, and thorough mastetjT ^ 
his materials, we may then proceed to characterize the work per- 
formed. The author thus correctly describes its object : 



" * Fiisti to re-produce the Gospels and the Acts in a typogra- 
phieal form and style the most capable of fixing them in the me- 
mory, of the English student. Secondly, to incorporate such his- 
toricali chronol(^cal, geographical, and antiquarian information, 
either in the sacred narrative itself, or in notes at the foot or 
margin of each page, as should guide the reader through all the 
intricacies of the inspired relation, and, as far as possible, render 
the whole as easy of comprehension as a modem history. Lastly, 
to store the mind of the student, gradually, and from the very 
commencement of the Tolume, with every species of illustration 
and elucidation necessary for a complete understanding of the nar- 
rative, and which, if not sufficient to enable him to master every 
difficulty, will at least prepare him for more recondite study.' 
. ** There is no pretension here but is fairly and, in most cases, 
fully realized in the execution of the work. In carrying out his 
plan, the author has divided his book into two parts ; the first 
containing the Oospel history, and the second the Apostolic. The 
Gospel history is harmonized and digested upon the basis of * Gres- 
welts Harmonia Evangelica :' it is separated into divisions, and 
each of these into paragraphs, and the contents appended in a 
type that guides the eye ; and these contents again being collected 
into one view, exhibit a comprehensive analysis of the entire Four 
Gospels. The Chronology and Geography are marked on every 
page ; and a multitude of historical and illustrative notes are in- 
troduced. In connexion with this portion of the book we have 
especially to pndse the Introductory Outline, containing the 
usual matter of New Testament Introduction in a compendious 
form, and written with fulness of knowledge : — also, the valuable 
Synchronistical Table of the history of Palestine under the suc- 
cessors of Herod the Great, which must have cost the author great 
study and pains. — The second part of the work is, however, that 
which has still more satisfied us, and deserves our most expressive 
praise. The Apostolic history, divided and arranged similarly to 
Itbe Goepels, comprises the Acts of the Apostles— the continuous 
history of Paul~*and brief Analyses of the Epistles. Here the 
Atttlior is in his element, and the historical and geographical in- 
fitrmation he has accumulated is as rich and thorough as any stu- 
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dent could desire. The notee of this description exceed in vahie 
almost eyerything that has heen done, "trithin moderate compass, 
for the elucidation of the book of the AcU,**—Noneanformi8t, 



An AtUs to the ahove Yolvmaf . 



An Analysis and Summary of fhe Historical Oeo- 
* graphy of the Old and Hew Testaments ; com- 
prising a Geographical Account of everj Nation 
mentioned in the Old and New Testaments, illus- 
trated and explained by brief Reviews of the Po- 
litical History, digested into continuous narratives. 
Small folio^ illiutrated by large coloured Maps and 
a View and Plan cf Jerusalem, Extra cloihy 
7s. 6d. 

The abore work is intended more especially to accompany the 
Analyses and Summaries of Old and New Testament Historyi hut 
such additions have been introduced as will, it is hoped, render it 
of serrice to Biblical students generally. 
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